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Help yourself 
Lto the catch, 
of the day 

See you in Dubai 


Welcome to the city of tomorrow, where you can savor everything 
from world-renowned restaurants to charming, beachfront shacks. 
Whether you prefer to dine with the sand between your toes or in 
five-star luxury, here you’ll find a world of flavors fit for every taste bud 


Fly Emirates daily to Dubai and beyond from 10 US cities 
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CAFE TOWN 
DUBAI 

GREAT BARRIER REEF 
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LOS CARDS 
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MAURITIUS 
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Coming soon 

two new resorts in Mexico 
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Escape instantly 
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photo features 
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to spectacular 
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Travel smarter 
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know updates 
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and trends, 
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solutions from 
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exclusive access 
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discounted trips 
around the world, 
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Reporting our 2016 edition of the It List 
took stamina. A by-the-numbers look: 

281,914 total estimated miles flown 
162 initial properties in the running 
49 hotels that made the final cut 
1 1 number of times Finland has ever 
appeared on the roster 

Find our definitive List of the best new 
hotels in the world at tandl.me/itlist. 


On Instagram, we feature amazing shots our foLLowers share with us 
using #TLPicks. Here, some of our wintry favorites. 


~ DOWNLOAD 



Kordestan, Iran, after an 
unexpected snowfall, by 
@heartsmybackpack. 


@aspenthemountainpup on 
Lake Louise, in Alberta, 
Canada, by @nala_rinaldo. 


A picturesque view of 
Hallstatt, Austria, shot by 
@meredithbraden. 


T+L Tablet Editions are available 

on iPad, Nook, Kindle Fire, Kobo, and 
Texture by Next Issue, a newsstand app 
from Next Issue Media that gives 
subscribers immediate access to leading 
magazines, including Travel + Leisure. 
Sign up at texture.com to get exclusive 
sneakpeeks at T+L stories before their 
official release, like our guide to shopping 
around the world from next month's issue. 
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WHAT'S NEXT 

With a new double-wishbone rear suspension and a lower center 
of gravity, the 2016 Prius is making getaways even more thrilling. 


THE ALL-NEW 

PRIUS 


toyota.com/prius 

Prototype shown with optiopg. Production model may vary. ©2015 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. 
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Ambroise 

Tezenas 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Spirit of Hope 

page 134 

On this trip to Kiev, his second, 
Tezenas found himself drawn 
back to the places where the 
city’s complicated past unfold- 
ed. “Seeing the main square, 
a symbol of the Euromaidan 
protests back in 2013 and 2014 
where people fought for liberty, 
and its scars of revolution, is 
always emotional,” he says. 

The photographer captured 
the post-Soviet mood with 
low-lit images of landmarks 
like the Mezhyhirya Residence 
and Chernobyl. What’s next? 
“I’m headed to the Gaspe 
Peninsula in Quebec as part 
of a two-week artist residency 
for the International Meeting 
of Photography in Gaspesie. 
Follow Ambroise onlnstagram: 
@ambroisetezenas. 


3 

Floto + 

Warner 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Take Me to the Water 

page 130 

Cassandra Warner and Jeremy 
Floto, a New York-based 
photography duo whose work 
has appeared in Architectural 
Digest and Wallpaper, have a 
knack for shooting interiors — 
a large part of their brief for 
Amanera, the Dominican 
Republic’s first Aman resort. 
They also ventured farther 
afield to capture the raw beauty 
of the property’s setting. 
“Nature is wild and powerful 
there,” Warner says. “You can 
really feel the landscape.” Their 
ideal weekend would involve 
one day at the casita, with its 
in-room dining and pool, and 
another hiking and swimming 
off the beach. Follow the pair on 
Instagram: @jlotowarner. 


2 

Jon Lee 
Anderson 

WRITER 

Of Hearth and Home 

page 122 

Though Anderson is best 
known for his global dispatches 
while on assignment for The 
New Yorker, the place dearest to 
him is Bridport, Dorset, on the 
English Channel coast, where 
he has lived since 2001. And he 
knows all the best spots: Lula 
for a cozy supper, the Stable for 
cider and pizza, the Tiger Inn 
for catching a rugby game over 
a pint. He advises visitors to 
hike the Golden Cap — “the 
greatest of the Dorset cliffs.” 
The first thing he does when he 
gets home? “Walk my two dogs 
down the coast that runs along 
the cliff tops or, depending on 
the tides, on the beaches below, 
all within minutes of my 
house.” Follow Jon on Twitter: 
@jonleeanderson. 


4 

Kevin 

West 

WRITER 

The Good Earth 

page 114 

“I couldn’t get there fast 
enough,” says the writer about 
the Flinders Ranges, a moun- 
tainous region of the outback 
that he visited on his first trip 
to Australia. West has experi- 
enced multiple African safaris 
but was taken in by the subtler 
charms of walks led by staff at 
Arkaba, a private conservancy 
and hotel. “We once dissected a 
cypress-pine cone to better 
understand its structure. It was 
nature -geek heaven.” Another 
treasured moment: the sunrise 
over the Elder Range. His 
second book, Truffle Boy 
(Hachette Book Group), a 
memoir West cowrote with 
food dealer Ian Purkayastha, 
will be out in August. 
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editor’s note | march 2016 


MANY PEOPLE HAVE BUCKET 

LIST DESTINATIONS. 

NCE 

I DO TOO, BUT EVER SI 


I was a child and discovered the magic of a great hotel, I’ve also had bucket-list 
hotels — properties that promise something so special that I would gladly jump 
on a plane just to stay at them. These places don’t always live up to expectations, 
but when they do, they attest to the power hotels have to help us experience the 
world in new ways. 

I’ll never forget when I finally made it to Twin Farms, in Vermont, one cold 
and snowy January weekend. I’d wanted to go for ages, in large part because the 
property’s 10 cottages, tucked amid the forest outside Barnard, were done by one 
of America’s great interior designers, the late Jed Johnson, in 1993. (In the years 
since, another talented designer, Thad Hayes, has overseen the property’s 
evolution.) The setting was wintry-magical, and the cottages did not disappoint in 
either originality or comfort. But what I’ll always cherish is that utterly peaceful 

evening my husband and I 
spent in our cottage — a 
gorgeous space that evoked a 
Japanese ryokan — curled up 
in front of a roaring fire, 
sipping wine and working our 
way through an intricate 
jigsaw puzzle. 

The best hotels make 
memories like these, through 
an alchemy of setting and 
design and experience. Our 
annual It List of the previous 
year’s best new hotels begins 
on page 67 — I’ve been to a 
number of them already 
myself, and whatever you 
happen to like in a hotel, I can 
guarantee you’ll find several 
here you should add to your 
own hotel bucket list. 




^ Ct @nathanlump 
nathan@travelandleisure.com 



FROM MY TRAVELS 

Just recently I made it to 
another hotel I’ve long wanted 
to see: North Island, in the 
Seychelles, a secluded 
Wilderness Safaris retreat 
of 11 villas on a private island. 
(You might recall hearing it’s 
where Kate and William honey- 
mooned.) The resort is a study 
in castaway chic— the extrava- 
gantly sized villas manage to 
combine every modern conve- 
nience and perfect butler ser- 
vice with the romance of beds 
draped in mosquito netting, 
rustic outdoor showers, and 
walls hung with stringed shells. 
Conservation efforts on the 
island mean, among other 
things, that green and hawksbill 
turtles nest in great numbers 
on its beaches— and oh, those 
beaches: pristine in everyway, 
with talcum sand fronting 
aquamarine waters that are rich 
in marine life for superb snor- 
keling and fishing, north-island, 
com; from $3,315 per person 
per night, all-inclusive. 
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Savor the dark 

with your favorite pairing 
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GHIRARDELU 


Hoeoi-ATt 

INTENSE DARK 

Slow-Melting Chocolate. Complex f lavor. 
Universal Intensity. In Ten Luxurious Varieties. 


FOP TEMPTING PAIRING SUGGESTIONS VISIT GHtRARDELLt.COM/INTENSiDARK 


Western Brook Pond Fjord, Cros Morne National Park 



Out here, words are hard to hold onto. Standing at the top of an ancient 2,000-foot glacier- 
carved fjord, it’s pretty easy to lose them. In fact, it’s easy to lose a lot of things around 
here - your breath included. But if you take yourtime, and look close enough, you may just 
find a little bit of yourself along the way. To make your way to this edge of Canada, call 
Kelly atl-800-563-6353 or visit NewfoundlandLabrador.com 

NewfoundlandLabrador.com/WelcomeToAtlanticCanada 


Wewjoiihdland 

Labrador 


AIR CANADA @ 


SAVE ON AIR CANADA FLIGHTS. Experience award-winning service to Newfoundland and Labrador aboard 
Air Canada -the only four-star international network carrier in North America as ranked by Skytrax. Find our lowest fares 
at aircanada.com/NL 
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Sydney’s inner-city neighborhood of 

Chippendale gets a long-awaited upgrade 

BY EMMA SLOLEY PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN LAURIE 


To most Sydneysiders, the former workirig 
class enclave of Chippendale was a nonde- 
script area easily overlooked in favor of 
the posh, beachy eastern suburbs. But just 

: l—i n t mi — 


as its neighbors— Surry Hills, » 


The rooftop pool at the 
Old Clare Hotel, a new 
arrival in Chippendale. 










Redfern, and Darlinghurst — have been 
transformed by gentrification, so too 
has a creative scene come to Chippendale’s 
once rough-and-tumble streets. 

At the vanguard of the revival is the Old 
Clare Hotel ( theoldclarehotel.com.au ; dou- 
bles from $205), which occupies a 1915 
brewery and a 1930s pub. The owners have 
taken great care to honor the buildings’ 
impressive bones while incorporating con- 
temporary global influences: Midcentury 
Danish furniture, light fixtures from 
a Lebanese design studio, organic toiletries 
from New Zealand brand Triumph & 
Disaster, a sexy rooftop pool, and tongue- 
in-cheek Aussie touches including black 
tote bags in the closets printed with phras- 
es like RANDOM CRAP. 

The heart of the hotel is its restored Art 
Deco pub, a cozy room with original tiled 
walls, a curved bar, frosted saloon doors, 
and dog-eared band posters from the likes 
of the White Stripes and Tori Amos. 
(There’s no longer live music at the bar, but 
the stereo plays homegrown acts.) The 
design quirks, such as a rotary phone that 
plays recordings of poetry when the receiv- 
er is lifted, haven’t alienated the “Chippo” 
residents. On a late weekday afternoon, 


two burly construction workers in bright 
reflective vests were at the bar having an 
after- work schooner of beer. 

The Old Clare is also home to one of the 
city’s boldest and most talked-about new 
restaurants, Automata (automata.com.au; 
tasting menus from $63), whose dining 
room has long tables and antique machin- 
ery collected from scrapyards. Chef 
Clayton Wells’s menu includes what many 
are calling “Sydney’s least Instagrammable 
dish”: a sublime and amorphous black 
mass of steamed hapuku over roe emulsion 
draped with wilted nori. 

A few blocks away is the much-awarded 
Ester (ester-restaurant.com.au; entrees 
$i3~$64), a Chippendale pioneer that serves 
wood-fired comfort food in a stylishly aus- 
tere space. Try dishes like bone marrow 
with sambal or a “sanga” (Australian for 
sandwich) made with blood sausage. 
Nearby at LP’s Quality Meats (Ipsquality 
meats.com; entrees $io-$32 ), the cavern- 
ous dining room has moody lighting and 
terrazzo floors. Sample chef Luke Powell’s 
grilled octopus with chorizo, or the lamb 
belly stuffed with merguez — straight from 
the Southern Pride Smoker he had shipped 
from Tennessee. 


The tattooed brigades congregate at 
Sterling Apothecary (sterlingapothecary. 
com), a barbershop offering old-fashioned 
straight-razor shaves (there’s also a beauty 
salon in the back). It will soon sell its own 
products, including an aftershave tonic 
blended with bay rum, cloves, and vanilla. 

The art crowd has been flocking to the 
neighborhood, too. At White Rabbit gallery 
(whiterabbitcollection.org), owner Judith 
Neilson shows contemporary Chinese art 
by leading figures like Ai Weiwei. The 
Ambush art gallery (ambushgallery.com), 
in the gleaming Central Park building, 
highlights work from local and interna- 
tional talent. And cementing the neighbor- 
hood’s cultural reputation is Frank Gehry’s 
first Australian creation, the paper-bag- 
esque Dr. Chau Chak Wing Building at the 
University of Technology Sydney, which 
opened last year. Visitors can check out the 
sculptural stainless-steel staircase in the 
lobby and the Level 2 cafe, with its acrylic 
cloud-shaped lighting. The building’s 
slightly off-kilter charm is a perfect em- 
blem for this neighborhood on the verge. Q 


CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Long 
communal tables at Automata, in the 
Old Clare; portraits at the cutting- 
edge White Rabbit Collection; a pub- 
lic plaza in the Central Park complex. 
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Just because you don't see it, 
doesn't mean it isn't there. 


Introducing the newly redesigned Volkswagen Passat with Blind Spot Monitor, one 
of seven available Driver Assistance features* Passat. Where family happens. 



When equipped with 
optional Front Assist 


vw.com 


Simulated image. *Driver Assistance features are not substitutes for attentive driving. See Owner’s Manual for further details and important limitations. For more information, visit www.iihs.org. ©201 6 Volkswagen of America, Inc. 
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WELLNESS 


Full Steam Ahead 

MEXICAN HOTELS ARE INSTALLING TRADITIONAL TEMAZCALS IN THEIR SPAS, 
WHERE-WITH HELP FROM LOCAL SHAM ANS-VISITORS CAN SWEAT IT ALL OUT. 



IT WAS A SUNNY AFTERNOON in the Mexican 
town of San Juan Cosala, on Lake Chapala, but I was 
sitting in a dark temazcal, a traditional sweat lodge, 
at the lavish La Vita Bella Soul Spa Hotel. Katuza, a 
local shaman, prayed aloud as he poured water over 
smoldering rocks. He looked exactly like you might 
picture a shaman would look — huge dark eyes, a 
long gray beard, and long gray hair. As the tempera- 
ture climbed, I pressed rosemary and sage to my face 
to breathe in something other than hot air. 

The temazcal — a Nahuatl word that combines 
temal (bath) and calli (house) — is an ancient healing 
tradition, used historically by pregnant women and 
their midwives. In recent years, many Mexicans 
have rediscovered this ritual: those who can’t afford 
medical care have started going to temazcales for 
treatment, while the wealthy have built their own, 
often for entertaining. 


Travelers have sought them out as well: La Vita 
Bella is one of many resorts that have added 
temazcales (for others, see right). Many were 
constructed by Katuza, who builds them by hand 
using stones, clay, and brick. He believes in the 
ritual as a cure-all for everything from parasites 
and depression to poor circulation. 

After 20 minutes in the hut, I crawled out through 
the low door into the sunshine. Katuza followed 
and poured water over my head. Shocked by the cold, 
I shrieked before sprinting across the grass. (Next 
to sweating, nothing feels more cathartic than a good 
scream.) Four rounds of sweating and ice water 
later, Katuza wrapped me in a sheet and I lay on the 
grass, my body buzzing. It felt like being wrung out. 

It felt like sitting by the fireplace after a day of skiing. 
The euphoria lasted all evening, lavitabella.mx; 
doubles from $127. — DIANA SPECHLER 


SWEAT 
AND STAY 

1 1 At Monte Coxala 

(montecoxolo.com; 
doubles from $162), 
in Jocotepec, the 
temazcal is just one 
method of natural 
healing. There’s also 
a thermal hot spring, 
yoga, meditation 
sessions, and Tibetan 
bowl therapy, which 
uses a bell to induce 
brain-wave frequen- 
cies that create 
a relaxing state. 


2 I For an educational 
and rejuvenating 
treatment, try the 
three-hour ceremony 
at Belmond Casa 
de Sierra Nevada 
(belmond.com; 
doubles from $355), in 
San Miguel de ALLende. 
You'Ll have an expert 
narrating your 
experience and guiding 
you through the his- 
tory of the tradition. 

3 I Rent a viLLa at 

El Dorado (eldorodo 
villos.com; doubles 
from $200), a new 
resort in San Antonio 
TLayacapan with a 
temazcal as weLL as a 
state-of-the-art gym, 
a quiet swimming pool, 
and stunning views 
of Lake Chapala. 


TRENDING 

LET THE GAMES BEGIN 

Sure, the ubiquity of smartphones means there’s entertainment in every pock- 
et, but hotels are putting the focus back on games you play in real life. 

At the Freehand Miami (thefreehand.com), the cozy lounge is ■ 

peppered with sets of Chinese checkers and Cards Against 
Humanity; the Chicago Athletic Association (chicagoathletic \ 
hotel.com ) has dedicated half of its sprawling first floor to a 

bocce court, foosball machines, and chess tables. The trend is perhaps most visible at San 
Francisco’s new Hotel Zephyr ( hotelzephyrsf.com J, with both a 2,200-square-foot game room 
(including billiards and Ping-Pong) and an outdoor space called the Yard, decked out with 
fire pits, shuffleboard, and a life-size Connect Four.- nikki ekstein 
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© 2016 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Westin and its 
logo are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates. 


UPHILL TASKS 
ARE EASIER 
AFTER A WEEKEND 
OF DOWNHILL 


MAKE MONDAY BETTER 

BOOK A WESTIN WEEKEND 


t 



Visit one of our award-winning ski resorts. 

Fora better jyour 

Westin 

HOTELS &. RESORTS 
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 


Main 

Squeeze 

Santa Monica’s Main Street 
has been a gathering place for 
artists and Laid-back surfers 
for decades. Now buzzy shops 
and hangouts are giving 
the boulevard a new gloss. 


1 I LOST & FOUND 

At this store, there’s beachy clothing 
for all ages— you’ll find lots of navy 
blue and white here, as well as linen 
and stripes. Down the block, its new 
sister interiors shop (pictured) carries 
global goods like Colombian 
soapstone pots. Nos. 2230 and , 

2000; Lostandfoundshop.com. L 

2 1 ASHLAND HILL 

For lunch, order the Alaskan-cod ft 

tacos with a side of herbed \ 

Parmesan fries at this casual 
New American spot, then grab 
a table out back. No. 2807; 
ashiandhiLL.com; entrees $10-$25. 


3 I HINTERLAND 

Pop singer Joe Jonas expands his 
horizons with this lively restaurant. On 
the menu are oysters, charcuterie, 
and a substantial grilled Niman Ranch 
pork chop— along with an excellent 
list of craft beers. No. 2917; 
hinterLand.La; entrees $21-$29. 


4 I LOVE ADORNED / 

The New York City jewelry store / 
makes its West Coast debut 

with a mix of statement-making 
vintage finds, such as yellow- V 
gold-and-turquoise drop earrings y 
and bracelets made of carved 1 

ebony. No. 2923; Loveadorned.com. 

5 I LAZYBONES 

What began as a line of sleepwear 
is now a full collection of floral dress- 
es and tops, as well as patterned 
tablecloths, curtains, and ceramics. 
The brand's first shop outside 
Australia has a garden where you 
can sit among strawberries and 
Japanese watermelons. No. 2929; 
Lazybonesusa.com. 

61 BULLETPROOF COFFEE 
The guy who introduced the States to 
the Himalayan tradition of butter in 
your morning joe has opened his first 


cafe. The coffee is made with organic 
beans and grass-fed butter— there are 
mocha and vanilla versions, too— and 
you can add toppings like coconut 
whipped cream. No. 3110; buLLetproof 
exec.com.- brooke porter katz 
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1 1 OberoiPhilae | Egypt 

ROUTE After a trip to Oberoi’s 
Sahl Hasheesh beach resort, 
board this plush ship (with a 
pool and a theater) and wind 
down the Nile. HIGHLIGHTS 
The Temple of Edfu and the 
Valley of the Kings. MEAL 
PLAN Egyptian dishes like 
tapenade- crusted Nile perch. 
DETAILS oberoihotels.com; 
from $1,644 per night for two 
people, all-inclusive. 



2 | Amandira | Indonesia 

ROUTE Amanwana resort’s 
double -masted, five-cabin sail- 
boat takes guests to see rare 
Komodo dragons. HIGHLIGHTS 
The dragons, and snorkeling 
among sharks and manta rays. 
MEAL PLAN Barramundi with 
turmeric, basil, and rice. 
DETAILS aman.com; five nights 
on the ship and two nights at the 
resort, from $42, 850 for two 
people, all-inclusive. 


iY*\ 



SET SAIL 

Where Land Meets Sea 

The hotel amenity of the moment: a small ship 
that navigates remote waterways and Lets guests 
cruise for a day (or five). 



Rain Check 

FASHION EQUALS FUNCTION FOR SWEDISH LABEL 
STUTTERHEIM’S TAILORED, WATERPROOF COATS. 


HEAD SPACE I Hoods are 
cut to maximize peripheral 
vision— "usefuL when biking 
or crossing the street,” says 
cofounder Johan Loman. 



GOOD FORM I The straight 
cut works for both men 
and women. “The shape 
evokes the traditional fisher- 
man's raincoat, but with 
an updated, slimmer silhou- 
ette," Loman says. 


MAKER’S MARK I Each 
coat is handmade using high- 
quaLity rubberized cotton, 
while eLongated cuffs with 
double-welded seams help 
keep cLothes dry. 



I 


IN LIVING COLOR I The 

lightweight coats 
come in classic hues Like 
charcoaL, bLack, green, 
white, and navy. 
stutterheim.com; from $295. 
— LINDSEY OLANDER 


3 | NagaPelangi \ 
Malaysia 

ROUTE Datai Langkawi guests 
can now sail to deserted 
Andaman Sea islands on this 
stunning three-bedroom 
schooner powered by 65-foot 
red sails. HIGHLIGHT Swimming 
with clown fish. MEAL PLAN A 
refreshing post- swim lunch 
of marinated tomatoes, mint, 
and feta. DETAILS thedatai.com; 
four-hour cruise from $127 
per person, including lunch. 


4 | The Strand Cruise | 
Myanmar 

ROUTE The Strand Yangon’s 
27-cabin boat sails on the 
Irrawaddy River between 
Bagan and Mandalay. HIGH- 
LIGHT A morning at a Buddhist 
monastery. MEAL PLAN High 
tea with Burmese and Western 
touches: tea-leaf salad and 
shrimp pinwheels. DETAILS 
thestrandcruise.com; three 
nights from $2,592 per person, 
all-inclusive. — El M EAR LYNCH 


FLIGHT PLAN 

West Coasters craving Nordic cuisine are 
in luck: this month, SAS will debut non- 
stop flights linking L.A. and Stockholm. 

Stay at the 4G5-room Haymarket by 
Scandic,* opening in May ( scandichotels . 

com; doubles from $235), and dine at 
Ekstedt ( ekstedt.nu ; tasting menus from 
$99), which cooks only with wood.- n.e. 

*The building once housed the PUB department store, 
where Greta Garbo worked as a shopgirl. 
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THE MIRACLE OF SPRING RETURNS. 


BILTMORE 









mangia! my new Italian famiglia 
broken Italian exchanges 
limoncello on the deck 
after-dinner opera 


i 



Oceania cruises* 

Your World. Your Way? 


Call 855 - OCEAN I A (855-623-2642) 

Visit OceaniaCruises.com or Contact Your Travel Agent 


/ here^now / 


T+L FAMILY 

All Together Now 

Savvy hotels and ships are expanding with suites that sleep up to 15— and come 
with all the comforts of a high-end retreat, by heidi mitchell 


Waikiki 
Beach offers 
family surf 
lessons. 




■ 



OUTRIGGER REEF WAIKIKI BEACH, HAWAII 
A family of 12 can relax by the beach at this Oahu property’s four- 
bedroom Oceanfront Suite. The resort can arrange surfing lessons 
or a guided tour of nearby Pearl Harbor. Should you want to split 
up, there’s retail therapy for the grown-ups at the massive Ala Moana 
Center and, for the adventurous, snorkeling at Hanauma Bay 
Nature Preserve. Afterward, everyone can reconvene for a sunset 
catamaran cruise into the Pacific, outriggerreef-onthebeach.com; 
four-bedroom suites from $2,399 per night. 




BEACHES RESORT 
VILLAGES & SPA TURKS 

AND CAICOS I At the new Key 
West Four-Bedroom Butler Villa, 
head to Kimonos forthe 
knife-juggling chefs, then ask 
for Elmo to read the kids a 
bedtime story, beaches.com; 
from $1,800 per adult per night, 
all-inclusive. 



NANTUCKET HOTEL & 
RESORT MASSACHUSETTS I 

The Captain Cromwell and 
Captain Daggett suites (which 
sleep 11 and 15, respectively) are 
both steps from Nantucket's 
powdery beaches, thenantucket 
hotel.com; four-bedroom 
suites from $3,645 per night. 



WHITE STALLION RANCH 

ARIZONA I Families of 10 
can now corral together in the 
four-bedroom Hacienda at 
this 3,000-acre ranch. 
Horseback riding, breakfast 
cookouts, and horseshoe tossing 
are just a few of the activities. 
whitestallion.com; from $1,400 
per night, all-inclusive. 



ROYAL CARIBBEAN 
ANTHEM OF THE SEAS I The 

newest ships have the ability 
to connect up to four cabins, 
and offer activities like skydive 
simulators and bumper 
cars, royalcaribbean.com; 
eight-night cruise from $1,200 
per person, all-inclusive. 
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SO MANY FLIGHTS. CAN YOUR AIRLINE REWARD 
MILES GET YOU WHICHEVER ONE YOU WANT? 

VENTURE MILES CAN . No matter which flight you want, no matter 
which airline it’s on, you can get it using Venture miles. Just book any flight 
^ VENTURE then use y 0ur miles to cover the cost. It’s that easy. So, ready to switch? 


CapitalOne 


Earn Unlimited Double Miles 


what's in your wallet? 


Credit approval required. Redeem miles for travel on any airline based on actual ticket price at time of purchase. Offered by Capital One Bank (USA), N.A. ©2015 


OR THIS ONE 






ADVERTISEMENT 



FIESTA AMERICANA 
RESORT COLLECTION 

EXPERIENCE THE SPIRIT OF MEXICO 
ON YOUR NEXT VACATION. 



DON’T PUT OFF 
FOR TOMORROW... 

Haven’t taken a vacation 
in a while? Now is the 
perfect opportunity 
to share a wonderful 
vacation that brings you 
closer to your friends, 
your significant other, or 
your family, and creates 
memories you’ll share 
forever. Just compare 
the other vacation 
options available in 
Mexico Cor anywhere 
else, for that matter), 
and you’ll quickly see that 


it doesn’t get any better 
than Fiesta Americana 
Resort Collection. 

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL 

Fiesta Americana Resort 
Collection is known 
for being among the 
best resorts in Mexico, 
and the company is 
committed to keeping it 
that way. Well-trained, 
warm staff members are 
devoted to each guest’s 
satisfaction, and the 
activities are virtually 
endless— no bored kids 




Escape to 
Acapulco, Cancun, . 
Cozumel, Chetumal, I 
LosCabos, j 
Playa del Carmen, I 
or Puerto Vallarta. I 


here. Indeed, the resorts 
are designed to give you 
the biggest bang for your 
buck. After all, what’s the 
point of taking a trip that 
the whole family can’t 
enjoy? From toddlers 
and teens to parents and 
grandparents, there’s 
something for everyone 
in each all-inclusive 
resort: water sports, 
beautiful beaches and 
pools, world-class spas, 
game rooms, arts and 
crafts, and fabulous 
fare, from Mexican 
to gourmet Italian 
and Mediterranean. 
Accommodations 
are comfortable and 
spacious, from well- 
equipped villas to 
charmingly decorated 


rooms. You’ll spend 
treasured time together, 
sunning, relaxing, 
playing, and exploring 
the beauty of Mexico. 

NEW AND DIFFERENT 

For your next vacation, 
forget about driving 
a few hours to the 
same old vacation 
spot— you’ve been 
there, done that. To 
create a real bonding 
experience, go 
someplace fresh and 
exciting— a place that’s 
rich in culture, with 
exquisite cuisine and 
family-friendly activities 
and amenities— set right 
in the heart of paradise. 
That’s Fiesta Americana 
Resort Collection. 


START PLANNING YOUR UNFORGETTABLE FAMILY VACATION AT FIESTAMERICANARESORTS.COM. 


2016 TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 



FIESTA AMERICANA RESORT COLLECTION PRESENTS 


THE SPIRIT ttf~ MEXICO 


ACAPULCO * CAN-CUN - COZUMEL * CHETUMAL * LOS C.A0OS * PLAYA DEL CAR MEN - PUERTO VALLARTA 
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Al Fiesta Americana Resort Collection, you'll discover the Spirit of Mexico as it surrounds you. It's an experience like no other that brings 10 life 
everything that is unique and exhilarating about Mexico - our rich culture, traditional and modern cuisine, serene soul nurturing waters at the 
best beeches in the world, warm* world-class hospitality, unrivaled accommodations and amenities, 

FEEL THE SPIRIT OF MEXICO, DISCOVER FIESTA AMERICANA RESORT COLLECTION, 
fiestamerica naresorls.com * 1 800 FIESTA 1 


AQUA. 
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Fiesta 
Americana. 


Lat20 

** LIVE AQUA 




Whether your plans call for a romantic retreat, a family adventure or an urban escape, 
we invite you to experience our collection of extraordinary destinations. From the legendary 
shores of Hawaii to the charm of the South Carolina coast, Montage Hotels & Resorts provides 
the perfect backdrop to create memories that can be cherished long after you return home. 

(866) 551-8244 montagehotels.com 
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CAPITAL GAINS 


The Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of African American 
History & Culture, which opens 
this faLL on the National Mall. 




There’s more to Washington, D.C., than politics 
and monuments. Neighborhoods across the city 
are being transformed into dining and shopping 
hubs. Check out these five. 

BARRACKS ROW/EASTERN MARKET 

Backdropped by the U.S. Capitol and rich with Victorian 
town houses, this section of Capitol Hill feels like it be- 
longs in The West Wing— signature D.C. One highlight: 
the 1873 Eastern Market, a busy red-brick grocery hall. 

A multi-block crafts and antiques fair takes place outside 
the market on weekends, with offerings such as vintage 
barware and local art. Eighth Street SE, known as 
Barracks Row for the U.S. Marines quarters that lie at 
one end, is packed with pubs and retro-chic oyster hous- 
es like the clubby Chesapeake Room (thechesopeoke 
room.com; entrees $18-$27). Arrive early at chef Aaron 
Silverman's walk-in-friendly hot spot Rose's Luxury 
(rosesluxury.com; entrees $12-$13) if you want to taste 
the pig-ear-and-mango salad or rib-eye tartare. » 





On presidential hopefuls 

HiLLary CLinton needs to 
Lose those suits with the 
Mao-coLLared jackets. I 
mean, does she reaLly want 
peopLe seeing her and 
thinking of Communism? 


Robin 
Wright as 
Claire 
Underwood 


in House of 
Cards. 
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STATE OF 
STYLE 

Betsy Fisher, owner of 
the Dupont Circle shop 
that bears her name (1224 
Connecticut Ave. NW), 
dishes on D.C. dressing. 


NOMA 

Just north of Capitol 
HilL in NoMa (short for 
North of Massachusetts 
Avenue), Union Market 
(unionmarketdc.com) 
is crammed with food 
stalls Like Takorean, 
which bLends Korean 
and Mexican fare, and 
Buffalo & Bergen, which 
serves knishes, bageLs, 
and egg creams. After 
Lunch, browse shops Like 
SaLt & Sundry (Turkish 
hand toweLs, barrel- 
aged maple syrup) and 
Bazaar Spices, then 
head to the nearby 
DoLcezza geLato factory 
(dolcezzogeLato.com) 
for something sweet. 


BROOKLAND/ 

EDGEWOOD 

At the forefront of this 
fast-developing zone, 
the Arts WaLk (monroe 
streetmorket.com) is 
a series of street-level 
studios like Stitch & 
Rivet (leather goods) 
and RacheL Pfeffer 
(jewelry). Dance Place 
(dancepLace.org), down 
the street, hosts inter- 
national choreogra- 
phers and troupes. Eat 
at homey-hip restau- 
rants Like Smith Public 
Trust (pubLictrustdc. 
tumbLr.com; entrees 
$6-$12) for global 
comfort fare (ginger 
ramen, red -velvet 


waffLes) and Menomale 
for NeapoLitan-style 
pizza ( menomate.us ; 
pizzas $9-$19). 

SHAW 

This neighborhood's 
U Street was once 
caLLed Black Broadway 
for its nightcLubs and 
theaters, and great 
venues stiLL stand today. 
Check out the 1922 
LincoLn Theater (LincoLn 
dc.com) for pop acts, 
Bohemian Caverns 
(bohemiancaverns.com) 
for jazz, and the tiny 
Velvet Lounge (veLvet 
Loungedc.com) for 
up-and-comers. 

Shaw's restaurants 
are small and focused: 
Mockingbird HiLl 
specializes in ham and 
sherry (drinkmore 
sherry.com)-, Convivial 
(conviviaLdc.com; en- 
trees $13-$21) does 
French-American dishes 
like escargot-in-a- 
blanket. Hit the muLti- 
brand emporium Good 
Wood (goodwooddc. 


com) on U to find quirky- 
cooL dresses and Read 
Wall (readwaLL.com), on 
Eighth Street, for D.C.- 
designed men's wear. 

NAVY YARD 

On the Anacostia River 
near Nationals Park, 
a restaurant-and-bar 
scene has risen among 
the office towers. After 
games, fans head to 
the Fairgrounds (fair 
groundsdc.com), a 
complex made of ship- 
ping containers, or the 
warehouse-like BLue 
Jacket (bLuejacketdc. 
com) to throw back 
made-on-site beers and 
pub food. Recreation 
includes Canal Park, 
with an ice rink next to 
a bar (canaLparkdc.org)-, 
the D.C. outpost of the 
New York Trapeze 
SchooL (Washington 
dc.trapezeschooL.com); 
and the Ballpark 
Boathouse (boatingindc. 
com), which rents out 
kayaks and canoes. 
-JENNIFER BARGER 

I 


On the new capital style 

Lots of women come to our 
boutique asking to Look Like 
CLaire Underwood from 
House of Cards — that fitted, 
feminine-but-powerful Look. 
On dressing like FLOTUS 
Some of the recent arrivaLs 
have been more casual 
dressers, probably because 
of Michelle Obama. 


TALKING POINTS MEMO 


GRIDLOCKED 


IN THE WORKS 


DONE DEALS 


In D.C., perhaps more than anywhere else, 
city’s hot-button issues.— J. B. -7^- 


Don’t Like Ike? 

In 1999 Congress 
authorized an 
Eisenhower memo- 
rial on the Mall, 
but opposition 
from architectural 
groups and Ike’s 
family have held up 
the project. 


capital improvements have a way of getting stalled. Here’s where things stand on the 


Pop-ups A spike in 
the city’s housing 
demand has led 
to the controversial 
practice of jam- 
ming additions on 
top of existing row 
houses. Lawsuits 
have left dozens 
of projects lan- 
guishing in limbo. 


Deep Art A team of 
creatives is work- 
ing to transform 
the Dupont Under- 
ground, a series 
of mid-20th-century 
transit tunnels, 
into a subterranean 
gallery space. 


Streetcars, 
Desired The city 
has spent 13 years 
and $200 million 
pursuing a street- 
car project that 
would link non-sub- 
way neighborhoods 
with the rest of 
D.C. Officials hope 
passengers will 
take the first rides 
this year. 


On the Waterfront 

The long-delayed 
Wharf, a 27-acre 
development with 
parks, shops, and 
a new facility to 
house the city’s fish 
market, is sched- 
uled to open just 
south of L'Enfant 
Plaza in late 2016. 


Mall Makeover 

The formerly 
scruffy National 
Mall is currently 
being returfed 
and revitalized. 
The biggest ques- 
tion now: how to 
keep it pretty with 
millions of tourists 
walking on it. 
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overhaul, the infamous 
337-room Foggy Bottom 
complex has a rooftop bar 
with views of the Potomac. 


WHERE TO BED DOWN 
INSIDE THE BELTWAY 

A crop of new and reimagined hotels gives 
the city even more halls of power. — J.B. 


I 


Kimpton Carlyle 

Inside this rebooted Art 
Deco gem in Dupont Circle, 
the clubby Riggsby res- 
taurant (theriggsby.com; 
entrees $16-$38) offers 
strong cocktails and 
American spins on classic 
dishes (schnitzel with a 
fried egg), carlylehoteldc. 
com; doubles from $179. 


The Sofitel 

The French-owned 
Lafayette Square property 
just got a face-lift inspired 
by the White House's Blue 
Room. Peruse books on 
D.C. and Paris in the library 
or visit Le Bar for Gallic- 
themed cocktails, sofitel. 
com; doubles from $300. 


The Watergate 

Aft or o £10^ millinn 


i ne sian unuorms are Dy 
a Mad Men costume de- 
signer. thewatergatehotel. 
com; doubles from $399. 


Kimpton Mason & Rook 

Opening in April, this 
downtown property fea- 
tures cozy decor with lots 
of leather and tweed. The 
130-seat restaurant and 
bar, Radiator, has a jumbo 
patio with shuffleboard. 
masonandrookhotel.com; 
doubles from $189. 


POWER PLATES 


Where do you shop? 

Lettie Gooch (lettiegooch.com), 
in Shaw. It’s my go-to for clothing 
that isn’t so conservative. The 
owners get my obsession with 
patterns, fabric, and shiny things. 


SOUTHEAST ASIAN 

Head to Columbia Heights' Thip 
Kao (thipkhao.com; entrees 
$9-$19) for chiLi-spiked Lao 
fare Like iaab e'kae (minced 
aLLigator with mango). 
Filipino-American spot 
Purple Patch (purplepatch 
dc.com; entrees $14-$ 24) 
l serves delicate seafood in 
a Mount PLeasant town 
house. Logan Circle’s 
Doi Moi (doimoidc.com; 

■ entrees $12-$23) offers 
pan-Asian dishes, some of 
them vegan. 


It’s not just a steak-house town anymore. 
These three trends have made D.C.’s culinary 
scene more diverse than ever. — J.B. 


Ask an Insider 

Audie Cornish 

Cohost of NPR’s All Things Considered 


MID-ATLANTIC 

At the Dabney (thedabney.com; en- 
trees $12-$28), dine in a Blagden ALLey 
row house on 19th-century-inflected 
dishes Like Cape May scaLLops with barbe- 
cued turnips. Book a table at Barracks Row's 
Garrison (garrisondc.com; entrees $24-$27) for 
Shenandoah bison steaks and Virginia wines. At the 
seafood-centric BLackwall Hitch (theblackwaUhitch.com; entrees $14-$38) 
in Old Town Alexandria, take in the river views from the deck. 


FROM TOP: Pastries at Rare Sweets; Hue beef at Doi Moi; duck with peaches 
at Garrison. 


JUST DESSERTS 

In the upscale CityCenterDC 
shopping compLex, Rare Sweets 
(roresweets.com) is a cornucopia 
of refined cakes and scones. 

Near the Navy Yard, Ice Cream 
Jubilee (icecreomjubilee.com) 
scoops seasonal treats such as 
cranberry sorbet. Down the Po- 
tomac in Old Town Alexandria, 
the Parisian-styLe BLuprint Choco- 
latiers (bluprintchocolatiers.com) 
specializes in truffles and bars 
infused with fLavors Like Key Lime. 


TRAVEL + LEISURE / MARCH 2016 


35 


B the / 

place / 


WASHINGTON 


D.C. 




3. Just after the 
Jefferson Memorial, 

take the 14th Street 
Bridge toward 
northern Virginia. 


6. End at 
Right Proper 
Brewery (right 
properbrewery. 
com), where 
you'll find am- 
ple bike parking 
and local suds. 


1. Fuel up at 
Compass Coffee 

(composscoffee. 

com). 


4. Take the Mount 
Vernon Trail for three 
miles along the Potomac, 
Gravelly Point is an ideal 
picnic spot, with views 
of monuments and planes 
taking off from Reagan 
National Airport. © 


WHEELING 
AND DEALING 

D.C. is easy to explore by bicycle- 
just remember that Capitol Hill 
actually is a hill. Sign up for Capital 
Bike Share (copitoibikeshare.com), 
or head to electric-bike shop Riide 
(riide.com) for a free test-drive. 
Cofounder Amber Wason mapped 
her perfect itinerary. 

5. Cross Arlington 
Memorial Bridge 
and head for the 
Lincoln Memorial. 

(WaLk behind it for 
awesome sunset 
vistas over Arling- 
ton.) Then pedal 
back through the 
heart of the city. 


2. Pass the 

White House 

and the 

WaQhinntnn 


REQUIRED VIEWING 

With nearly 200 museums in Washington, even the culture-hungry need to narrow 
things down. Three influential curators share their must-sees.— J.B. 


Nicholas Bell 

Curator-in-charge at the 
Renwick Gallery, part of the 
Smithsonian Institution that 
reopened last November 
following a two-year renovation 

“I have a soft spot for 
utopian 1960s architecture, 
and the Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts 
(kennedy-center.org) reaLLy 
represents that, with all its 
marble and bronze. It's a cap- 
stone to the whoLe CameLot 
era, a happy buiLding." 



Evelyn Hankins 

Associate curator, Hirshhorn 
Museum & Sculpture Garden 

“Spend time with subLime 
paintings in the Rothko Room 
at the Philips Collection 
(phiLLipscoiLection.org).” 


Lonnie Bunch 

Founding director of the 
National Museum of African 
American History & Culture, 
opening this fall ( nmaahc.si.edu) 
“At our museum, one of my 
favorite objects is a small, 
handmade tin box built and 
used by Joseph Trammell to 
hold his freedom papers. It 
proved his LegaL status as a 
free man of color, which came 
to him in 1852. He carried 
it around with him in that tin 
box untiL he died, in 1859.” 


Ask an Insider 

Will Sharp 

Creative director of men’s-wear brand 
Durkl (durkl.com), co-owner of concept 
store/cafe Maketto (makettol351.com). 



Best-dressed politico? 


“President Obama, 
when he plays basketball 
in pocketless sweats 
and a tucked-in tee. 
He's just being himself, 
and it's powerful.'' 



PARTY LINES 

Want to mingle with embassy 
types or pols? We’ve typecast 
the city's night creatures. 

The Jet Set 

Society ladies and the men who 
love them favor Georgetown’s ENO 
Wine Bar (enowinerooms.com); 

Fig & Olive (figandolive.com), in 
CityCenterDC; the jacket-required 
nightclub Huxley (huxleydc.com); 
and POV (shown; povrooftop.com), 
atop the W Hotel. 


The Power Players 

Lobbyists, lawyers, and the elected 
elite stick to the classics, like the 
crimson-walled Off the Record 
bar (hayadams.com), downtown; 
the wood-paneled Round Robin 
Bar (Washington. intercontinental, 
com), near the White House; and 
the seafood standby Johnny’s 
Half Shell (johnnyshalfshell.net), 
close to Capitol Hill. 


The Diplomats 

Expats watch soccer at Lucky 
Bar (Luckybardc.com), in Dupont 
Circle. Nearby restaurants 
Mari Vanna (marivanna.ru; entrees 
$18-$28) and Barcelona, in Logan 
Circle (barcelonawinebar.com; 
small plates $7-$14), are awash 
in vodka, Spanish wine, and multi- 
lingual chatter.— AMY MCKEEVER 


m 
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LOS ANGELES 


AjrTmitiNiJiN 






Tahiti. Be alone, together. 

The most beautiful islands on Earth are only 8 hours 
from LAX. Overwater bungalow & roundtrip airfare 
vacation packages start from $2398 * 

*Price includes all taxes. Conditions apply. 


airtahitinui.com I 1.877.824.4846 



Gain a new understanding of the earth's majestic polar regions aboard PONANT's ultra-modern, 
Clean-certified® ships. As one of a small number of expedition guests, you'll experience the majesty 
of the Arctic, Antarctica, Greenland, and the Kuril Islands in 5-star comfort and safety. A distinguished 
team of expedition leaders and naturalists are onboard for each of PONANT's eco-sensitive polar 
itineraries, ensuring a profound new understanding of the earth's most remote destinations. 




Contact your 
travel advisor or call 

888 400 1 082 


■y 


Savor the experience at www.ponant.com 




CULTURAL CRUISES & EXPEDITIONS 




One of the newly 
built suites at Le 
Domaine d'Ablon 





/ beyond / spotlight 



the sun had just slipped down between the apple trees, silhouetting a group of 
Normande cows against an orange-purple sky, as I foraged around a vegetable 
garden on my hands and knees. Yanking out a couple of radishes to add to my 
pannier of organic produce— turnips, broccoli, brussels sprouts, and celeriac— I felt 
gratifyingly like a peasant in a Millet painting. Smoke from the chimney of La 
Petite Chaumiere, the 16th-century thatched cottage we were staying in, mingled 


with fresh scents from the herb garden, where, 
alongside varieties of thyme, mint, and sage, 
sat plants with even more-poetic-sounding labels: 
sarriette, pimprenelle, and melisse. Beyond 
them, a moss-flanked path led to a latched front 
door, behind which a crackling fireplace glowed. 

The only thing missing was the Three Bears. 

The Three Bears, however, didn’t saute their veg- 
etables in high-end cookware on a six-burner 
range, watch The Amazing Spider-Man on a giant 
flat- screen TV, or wallow in an Italian tub filled with 


Bulgari bubbles. Nor were they able to dial up a 
room-service tarte auxpommes and have it delivered 
on a tray by the cottage’s owner, Christophe Delaune. 
This was a children’s -bo ok fantasy, with bells on. 

Delaune, 46, is the effervescent creator of Le 
Domaine d’Ablon, a group of new luxury demeures, 
or residences, in Normandy’s Pays d’Auge. This 
undulating region, traditionally associated with 
cider, Calvados, and Camembert, is home to the 
well-heeled seaside town of Deauville — to which 
Parisians have had easy access since the capital’s » 
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Thanks to out commitment, the weavers of Varanasi 
are busy and their craft is a five. 

12 years of training, 9 yards of silk, 2 beautiful smiles. 
One perfect greeting. 


Performance 


The Practice of Perfect Hospitality 


Hotels Resorts 
and Palaces 


INDIA NEW YORK BOSTON I SAN FRANCISCO LONDON ! CAPETOWN 1 ZAMBIA OU0AI MALDIVES ! SRI LANKA I BHUTAN | LAN GK AW I 
To reserve call (toll free): USA and Canada 1 366 969 1 825. To know more visit Tajhotels.com/perfcinnancearE 
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Gare St.-Lazare opened in the mid 19th century. 
Deauville and its equally picturesque neighbor, 
Honfleur, are now established tourist honeypots (the 
latter attracts 3.5 million visitors per year) and, as 
is often the case with such places, have acquired 
something of a reputation for resting on their laurels. 

Which is why Delaune, whose ambitious project 
is just a short drive from both towns by car, has set 
out to reinvigorate the area with his relaxed, modern 
take on hospitality. Guests are often surprised to 
see their host carrying luggage and delivering their 
morningpain au chocolat — especially when they 
discover that Delaune was, un- 
til recently, the president of a 
multimillion- dollar firm spe- 
cializing in print management 
for retailers. After cashing out 
in 2011, Delaune wanted a 
change from his relentless 24/7 
schedule, which had not pro- 
vided enough time for him to 
indulge his real weakness: gar- 
dening. “Gardening is a dan- 
gerous passion for me. There 
are no limits,” he said, with an 
infectious laugh. He went on to 
recount how when he lived in 
Aix-en-Provence, he spent 
$11 million on his 37- acre gar- 
den, which in turn inspired 
him to host a Chelsea Flower 
Show- style event that drew 
25,000 visitors in three days. 

The concept for Le Domaine 
dAblon came to Delaune grad- 
ually, partly as a result of 
staying in luxury hotels while 
traveling for business, but also 
out of a desire to return home 
to his beloved Normandy (he 
grew up in Le Havre). La Petite 
Chaumiere — a traditional 

Norman two-bedroom farmer’s cottage that origi- 
nally served as his country bolt-hole — was the obvi- 
ous place to build on. So he and his wife left 
their penthouse in Paris’s St.-Germain-des-Pres 
and drew up plans to construct, from scratch, two 
more traditional Norman houses on their five acres, 
adding a new home for themselves and a further two 
guest suites to the site of the original 16th-century 
building. The resulting new buildings, with their 
immaculately thatched roofs and oak beams, are 
virtually indistinguishable from the original cottage. 

The idea is for guests to have their own private 
living space and garden — quite a departure from the 
typical high-end hotel experience in France, which 



A bathroom 
in one of 
the Grange 
suites at 
Le Domaine 
dAblon. 


can be formal to the point of stuffiness. “Many 
people staying in five-star hotels don’t like to mix 
with others,” Delaune said. “They don’t want to 
be surrounded.” With a capacity for only eight guests 
so far, the atmosphere is resoundingly peaceful — 
no chance of being snapped by an iPhone here. 

Guests are encouraged to help themselves to 
produce from the potager (kitchen garden), but can 
also order from the property’s room- service menu, 
anon-dietetic repertoire of creamy Norman dishes 
prepared by chef-patissier Jerome Billochon. 
Delaune said he recently hosted a group of CEOs 
from Paris who delighted in 
picking their own vegetables 
and a Parisian family who 
foraged for their own chestnuts 
to roast on the fire. “The more 
successful and busy you are, 
the more you look for the sim- 
ple things in life.” 

Delaune has grand plans for 
the Domaine. He aims to build 
a “typical Norman village” of 
12 houses, all in the local style. 
A village, that is, with extras: 
a 6s-by-20-foot indoor pool is 
planned for 2017, followed by 
an orangery, a business center, 
and a restaurant by 2020. It is 
quite a project — and a boon for 
this rural corner of Normandy, 
without doubt. 

He isn’t the only one shak- 
ing things up in the area. Down 
in Deauville, on a drizzly off- 
season Thursday lunchtime, 
there was a buzz under the 
awnings of Charlo, a newfan- 
gled butcher/rotisserie 
that opened last summer. 

The patron is Charles Agniel, 
a smiley former lawyer from 
Paris who, like so many Parisians, has been week- 
ending in Deauville for years. His concept is as fresh 
as the free-range meat behind the counter inside: a 
butcher offering meat from humanely treated 
animals — Angus beef, chicken from Landes — 
combined with a rotisserie restaurant, serving the 
same meat cooked with sides of home-cut/rites, 
gratin dauphinois, and ratatouille, all made on site 
from fresh, seasonal ingredients. 

Agniel was inspired by the market in neighboring 
Trouville, where fishmongers serve customers sur 
place with oysters and a glass of chilled champagne. 
The ambience at Charlo is modern and masculine — 
upbeat music, counter seating, and a bar and » 
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smoking room for private parties. It is a little bit of 
Paris, and a pleasing contrast to the region’s typical 
brasseri e/creperie fare. Agniel plans to open branch- 
es across France, and in Dubai and South America. 

Just across Deauville’s central Place de Morny 
is another markedly modern establishment: a beauti- 
fully presented boulangerie-ipsXisserie called Yvonne. 
Just as Laduree reinvented the macaron, Yvonne 
has breathed life into that most overlooked of French 
pastries, the eclair. Under vintage, cloche-hat- style 
lampshades was an artful display of creations 
in more than a dozen different parfums, from white 
chocolate and passion fruit to salted caramel. 


a ripple of excitement among our group as he was 
walked around the courtyard; not only is 
Montmartre a prizewinning thoroughbred but he 
has mated with an astonishing 186 mares this year, 
and fathered a total of four champion racehorses. 

This exclusive equine world is usually the pre- 
serve of buyers, breeders, trainers, and racers, 
so it was thrilling to be taken for a ride along the vast 
sands of Deauville beach by a former racehorse. 

Not that I saddled up — I was sitting safely behind in 
what’s known as a sulky, an old-fashioned horse 
cart, driven by an expert handler. In a group of four 
horses and sulkies, we sped, clattering, down the 



Yvonne looks like it belongs in the Seventh 
Arrondissement, rather than downtown Deauville. 

Despite these green shoots of regeneration, it 
would be misleading to suggest that Normandy’s 
pleasures are solely to be found in the new. The 
region has long been known as horse country, 
thanks to the prestigious races at Deauville, along 
with a number of internationally famous stud 
farms. The Deauville yearling auctions — the sale of 
thoroughbred year-old horses — always attract 
a glitzy crowd, and one of the activities Christophe 
Delaune has secured for his guests at the Domaine 
is a private visit to an haras , or stud farm — an 
experience usually off-limits to visitors. 

Haras du Hoguenet, a family- owned farm 
nestled in verdant horse terroir 50 minutes from the 
Domaine, currently houses four famous stallions. 
We were given a sneaky tour by the stud manager, 
Anthony Baudouin, a tall, patrician Frenchman who 
once raced horses himself. Montmartre, a resplen- 
dent 10 -year- old gray Grand Prix de Paris winner, 
now retired, was brought out to meet us. There was 


FROM LEFT: 
TrouviLLe’s 
Villa Gypsy 
coffee shop, 
another 
innovative 
business to 
open in the 
area; the 
lighthouse 
in TrouviLLe. 


two-mile sandy beach, darting in and out of the low 
tide, while our drivers bellowed instructions against 
the wind. It was an exhilarating hint at the potential 
of these beautiful creatures, and one that didn’t re- 
quire any expertise on my part. I stepped out of the 
stirrups invigorated, lungs filled with sea air. 

Back at the Domaine that evening, I discussed 
the state of the nation with Delaune, in his cathedral- 
ceilinged library filled with thousands of books. 
France, he reminded me, is the most visited country 
in the world, with over 80 million tourists arriving 
each year — yet the French hotel industry, in his 
view, is frozen in time. Too much formality, not 
enough thought or creativity. He, on the other hand, 
is thinking big. “Imagine creating a typical village 
like this in each region of France, with each different 
cuisine, culture, and architecture,” he said. “France 
is sitting on a pot of gold!” If all goes according 
to plan, Delaune may yet find himself conveniently 
positioned at the end of the rainbow. © 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


HALEKULANI 

AN UNFORGETTABLE STORY 




AS A MEMBER OF 
THE TRAVEL + LEISURE 
HALL OF FAME, 

HALEKULANI IS KNOWN 
FOR ITS ENVIABLE 
BEACHFRONT LOCATION 
AND EXTRAORDINARY 
PERSONALIZED SERVICE. 


EXCEPTIONAL 

Selected by Travel + Leisure 
readers as a top hotel 
in the World’s Best 
Awards every year since 
the survey’s inception, 
Halekulani is renowned for 
its legendary location and 
flawless hospitality With 
its understated elegance, 
idyllic Pacific Ocean views, 
and unsurpassed standards 
of service, Halekulani is an 
unforgettable oasis in the 
heart of Waikiki. 


EVERLASTING 

Nearly a century ago, this 
island retreat was an inti- 
mate collection of bunga- 
lows dotting the shoreline 
of Waikiki’s historic Gray’s 
Beach. Today, with its 
unobstructed views of Dia- 
mond Head and open-air 
design, Halekulani is one 
of the most celebrated and 
sought-after destinations 
in all of Hawai'i. From 
the very beginning, the 
hotel has provided guests 



with an incomparable 
experience of sumptuous 
serenity. Continuously 
surpassing expectations, 
it’s no wonder that Hale- 
kulani is a member of the 
Travel + Leisure Hall of 
Fame, an honor given to 
winners who have been on 
the World’s Best list for at 
least a decade. 

MEMORABLE 

What makes a stay at 
Halekulani truly unforget- 
table is the extraordinary 
service offered by the 
dedicated staff and its 
unwavering commitment 


to providing exceptional 
guest experiences. Guests 
of the hotel can partake in 
memorable activities with 
programs such as “For 
You, Everything,” which 
offers (when available) 
complimentary tickets to 
local museums, the sym- 
phony, or seasonal 
him festivals. Whether it’s 
the award-winning cuisine, 
the healing island tradi- 
tions at SpaHalekulani, or 
the rare encounters that 
leave you transformed, 
Halekulani promises to 
live up to its name: “House 
Befitting Heaven.” 


TO LEARN MORE, VISIT HALEKULANI.COM. 


2016 TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 



Some moments are worth remembering 



...others arc unforgettable 
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#Halekulani Mom ent 


WWW.HALEKULANIMOMENT.COM I 800.367.2343 I HALEKULANI PAST, PRESENT, FOREVER 
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ABOVE: Alex 
CarLeton, of 
FiLson, in the 
company’s 
insulated 
Jac-Shirt. 


JG the second they saw us. This 
wasn’t the sedate woofrng of house dogs, but the throaty 
baying of Alaskan huskies who live to pull sleds across some 
of the coldest, toughest terrain in the country. It was as if 
they were shouting, “HITCH US UP SO WE CAN RUN OUR 
HEARTS OUT NOW!!!!!” 

Alex Carleton, creative director of the work- wear brand 
Filson, was on his knees, nose-to-nose with a husky, within 
minutes of our arrival. He’s a dog person. And the clothes he 
designs are built for places like the kennel owned by musher 
and Filson fan Billy Snodgrass on the fringes of Shoshone 
National Forest in Dubois, Wyoming. 

Snodgrass’s kennel is far off most travelers’ paths, situ- 
ated in a dip in the wide expanse of sagebrush- dotted land 


east of Jackson Hole. In the distance, 
the jagged Absaroka Range at the edge 
of Yellowstone juts up from the hills. 
There are no close neighbors — with 
120 barking huskies, it’s better that 
way. And in fact, few but Carleton have 
ever trekked this far in the winter. 
When Snodgrass leads dogsled tours 
from November to April, he runs them 
from the easier- to-access Togwotee 
Mountain Lodge, in nearby Moran. 

Seeing his products here, in context, 
will guide every aspect of what Carleton 
does, whether he’s updating the » 
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INDIA. BYOBEROI. 

From the magical romance of the Taj Mahal to the vibrant hues of 
Rajasthan; from the majestic tigers of Ranthambhore to the tranquil 
serenity of the Himalayas, India promises you memories of a lifetime. 

Complete your India experience with the award winning Oberoi Hotels 
St Resorts, Bespoke itineraries will be crafted especially for you. "Oberoi 
Exotic Vacations' priced at US $310 per night on double occupancy is 
valid from 1st April until 30th September, 2016, Conditions apply. 

For more information email us at exoticvaeations@oberoigroup*eom 
or call on 1800 562 3764, 
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: ATV training 
gets the dogs race-ready; Carleton wears 
Filson on the trail; Iditarod bibs on 
display in musher Billy Snodgrass's home. 


to his specifications. Comparable in 
performance to the Everest-ready 
Marmot brand parka he wore the last 
time he raced, the Filson Iditarod 
jacket is made of four-ounce super- 
dry cotton that’s lightweight, waxed 
for water repellency, and stuffed 
with 850 -fill down for maximum 
warmth. “He’s trusting us with his 
life,” Carleton acknowledged. 

To get a feel for the job’s demands, 
Carleton was going to drive the tour 
dogs himself. The ATV was hooked to 
eight psyched huskies — maniacs 
the minute they sensed a run coming. 
Perched on the vehicle, Carleton 
looked like a natural. Still, he was 
nervous. If he drove too slowly, the 
dogs would get frustrated, and al- 
though they wouldn’t turn on him 
(they are bred to be patient), they are 
animals, which is to say they need 
what they need, and Alaskan huskies 
need speed. Of course, if Carleton 
drove too fast, he’d run them over. 
“This is intense,” he whispered. With 
reverence for the frigid conditions, 
the animals on his leash, and his 
muse, Carleton nudged the gas. The 
revving of the engine drowned out the 
dogs’ barking until Carleton let go of 
the brakes, and then, all at once, they 
stopped. Dead silence. Time to run. © 


dogsLedodventures.com. 


company’s classic Guide shirts or 
creating its marketing materials. 

City folk may have made Filson totes 
and jackets trendy, but it’s Snodgrass 
and his dogs that Carleton chose to 
feature in the company’s winter cata- 
logue and ad campaign. “Real people, 
doing real things.” 

Since it was founded in Seattle in 
1897, Filson has outfitted men like 
Snodgrass, who live and work in 
rugged environments. Prospectors 
trekking through the Yukon at the end 
of the 19th century wore Filson. Tim- 
ber surveyors, homesteaders, and 
hunters in the Pacific Northwest took 
its Cruiser jackets into the wilderness. 

It’s to places like these that Car- 
leton likes to travel — places worlds 
away from the streets of Paris and 
Tokyo, where so many other designers 
look for inspiration. “I don’t want to go 
where everyone else is going,” he said, 
and that’s true of his vision for the 
company. “Like Filson, what Billy does 
was born out of necessity,” Carleton 
said, referring to dog- sledding’s ori- 
gins as a method of traversing snowy, 


otherwise impassable corners of the 
continent. And for Carleton, experi- 
encing that firsthand is something no 
amount of market research or mood- 
boarding can replicate. 

“I’ve worn them every day since 
August,” Snodgrass said of his Macki- 
naw field pants, a water-repellent 
woolen style with side pockets for 
gear. There wasn’t time to worry about 
clothes: Snodgrass was training for 
the Iditarod, the 1,100-mile sled 
race that starts in Anchorage and ends 
in Nome, on Alaska’s Bering Sea 
coast. The day we visited, Snodgrass 
and his team had just finished a train- 
ing run using an ATV to monitor the 
dogs’ speed. 

This month, he’ll compete in the 
race wearing a custom jacket designed 
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THE BEACHES OF FORT MYERS 
& SANIBEL: family style 


There’s never a dull 
moment in Southwest 
Florida. With 
beautiful scenery and 
activities for every 
generation, you and 
your loved ones will 
get closer to nature, 
and to each other. 
Follow this itinerary 
to make the most of 
your experience. 



THE BEACHES OF 

F2RT MYEKS 
and SANIBEL 

FO RTMTEHS • £ ANlB EL. COM 


DAY 1 

Island Adventure 

Start your trip by hopping to a 
secluded island only accessible 
by boat. A charter cruise will 
carry you across the blue 
waters of Pine Island Sound, 
where dolphins perform 
thrilling acrobatics above your 
boat wake. On your way to 
Cayo Costa, a well-preserved 
island state park, look to the 
air for osprey and even a 
majestic great white egret. 
Explore the trails threading 
across this seven-mile-long 
island, or watch the kids run 
along the white-sand shores 
to discover sand dollars, 
whelks, and calico scallops. 

You can even go for a swim in 
the warm Gulf of Mexico. 


DAY 2 

Sanibel $ Captiva Islands 

The day begins with breakfast 
at RC Otters before a barefoot 
walk along Bowman’s Beach, 
home to some of the best 
shelling in the world. When your 
pockets are full of keepsakes, 
drive or bike through the J.N. 
“Ding” Darling National Wildlife 
Refuge, where manatees, flocks 
of birds, and even gators make 
their home. Reenergize with 
lunch at the Island Cow before 
visiting Sanibel Sea School, a 
learning program that’s perfect 
for your family’s budding young 
scientists. Stop at the Bailey- 
Matthews National Shell Museum 
before a rendezvous with over- 
the-top fun at the Bubble Room 
Restaurant on Captiva. 


DAY 3 

Cape Coral, Fort Myers, 
fy Fort Myers Beach 

Grab breakfast on your way to 
Sun Splash Family Waterpark in 
Cape Coral, filled with slides, tunnels, 
and pools. Dry off and head to the 
Imaginarium Science Center, a 
hands-on children’s museum and 
aquarium guaranteed to entertain 
your most energetic little family 
members. Fora more transformative 
experience, The Butterfly Estates 
surrounds you with hundreds of 
delicate butterflies in their climate- 
controlled environment. Finally, 
enjoy the smooth sand of Fort Myers 
Beach, one of the world’s safest family 
beaches thanks to shallow waters and 
lack of undertow. Enjoy swimming, 
paddle boarding, and sandcastle- 
building without a care in the world. 


CONTINUE PLANNING YOUR NEXT TRIP TO SOUTHWEST FLORIDAATFORTMYERS-SANIBEL.COM, 
AND SIGN UP FOR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER UPDATES. 


2016 TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 



FATHER. SON. CASTAWAYS 
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SURROUND YOURSELF WITH THE THINGS 
THAT MATTER MOST. 




^^ind your island and find time for the important things. On 50 miles 
of Floridati most natural white-sand beaches, find thousands of ways to 
live and play in the moment. Find your island at FortMyers-Sanibel.com 
and order our free Lonely Planet guidebook. 


THE BEACHES OF 

FQRJ MYERS 
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Much More 
Than Mole 

Oaxaca has always been Mexico’s most authentic 

food town. Now a new generation of chefs is experimenting 
with the old recipes and turning the city into the 
next culinary hot spot, by anya von bremzen 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY LINDSAY LAUCKNER GUNDLOCK 


I HAD BARELY LANDED in Oaxaca and already my 
senses were inundated. I wove past burlap sacks 
bursting with chiles, past meat stalls strung 
with garlands of chorizo, along dark passageways 
crowded with Zapotec women clutching screech- 
ing turkeys. I was with Alejandro Ruiz, the ac- 
claimed chef of Casa Oaxaca el Restaurante and 
the man credited for the city’s food renaissance. 
He was whizzing me through the labyrinthine 
Mercado de Abastos, pausing only to proffer tips 
on how to use the various ingredients we came 
across — avocado leaf to add complexity to a pot » 
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Casa Oaxaca el 
Restaurante; the 


of black beans, hierba de conejo for a burst of 
nutty flavor. To be a culinary authority in Oaxaca 
you must be part botanist, part anthropologist. 
Ruiz, who’s 45, big and burly and full of sunny 
energy, is also a great preservationist, having 
reached back over a thousand years to single- 
handedly revitalize Oaxacan cuisine. 

The state of Oaxaca is home to about 500 ed- 
ible herbs, nine microclimates, and over 60 agave 
varieties. With its complex moles, its encyclope- 
dia of corn-based antojitos (street foods), and a 
baroque layering of Spanish and indigenous tra- 
ditions, the region has a centuries-old legacy as 
a center of Mexican culinary culture. And yet, on 
my previous visits to Oaxaca de Juarez, the state’s 
colonial capital, I had felt a disconnect between 
this vibrant culinary history and the tourist spots 
all serving the same overcooked chicken in mole. 

Ruiz felt it too, so after a stint honing his 
skills in kitchens across Europe, he returned to 
Oaxaca 15 years ago, hoping to invigorate the 
restaurant scene by highlighting traditional cui- 
sine. His empire, which started with Casa Oaxaca 


restaurant’s char- 
broiLed octopus 
with mushroom 
risotto and grilled 
vegetables. 



el Restaurante, has since expanded to include 
three more places in town and one in Mexico 
City, all serving various takes on regional food. 

These days, Mexico’s growing popularity 
in international haute- cuisine circles means he 
spends his downtime playing tour guide to a 
revolving door of visiting gastronomic heavy- 
weights, such as Noma’s Rene Redzepi and 
Mission Chinese chef Danny Bowien. He has also 
become something of a mentor to the next gen- 
eration of Oaxacan chefs, who have in turn 
sparked a full-fledged culinary revival that spans 
everything from small-batch mezcals to single- 
origin corn, from liquid-nitrogenized desserts 
to near- extinct Zapotec recipes. 

I kicked off the next morning with aromatic 
hand-patted memelas — doughy, masa-based 
tortillas — at Itanonf Flor del Mafz, in the Colonia 
Reforma district. With me was Rosio Sanchez, 
the Mexican- American former pastry chef of 
Noma, who was in the city to prepare for the 
launch of Hija de Sanchez, her new Copenhagen 
taqueria. Itanonf is Oaxaca’s high temple of 
maize, its casual tortillena exterior belying the 
restaurant’s true mission: to protect and pro- 
mote corn biodiversity. While exploring remote 
parts of the region, agronomist Amado Ramirez 
Leyva learned that native corn from different 
parcels of a single farm had distinct flavor pro- 
files. Inspired, he launched Itanonf to introduce 
diners to all that variety while ensuring the 
survival of heritage species. 

Sanchez and I compared the brittle tostadas 
of highland corn with softer versions made from 
low-altitude kernels. Then we downed rollitos, » 
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Let Our 
Discovery 
Be Yours 

Every cup of Twinings® Pure Black Teas is a 
journey, and every sip is a step. From the 
fertile plains of Kenya to the foothills of 
the Himalayan Mountains, our nine Master 
Blenders travel the world in search of the 
finest ingredients available, then skillfully 
craft each blend to give you an unbeatable 
taste experience any time of day. 
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meat-and-cheese-filled tortilla rolls, and mixtec 
tetela, bean- stuffed triangles of dough. Sanchez 
sampled the dishes with glee, enamored of both 
Ramirez Leyva’s corn and his mission. Upon 
Sanchez’s return to Copenhagen, Ramirez Leyva 
convinced her to use native Oaxacan maize at 
Hija de Sanchez, which opened last June. 

Oaxaca’s culinary resurgence mirrors a global 
boom in creative Mexican cooking. In the past 
five years, ambitious restaurants have opened 
all over the world, from Albert Adria’s Oaxacan- 
inspired pair, Hoja Santa and Nino Viejo, both 
in Barcelona, to Sean Brock’s two Mineros, in 
Atlanta and Charleston, South Carolina. As a re- 
sult, Oaxaca is now a food destination. “It is for 
chefs what Paris once was for painters,” Ruiz said. 

Budding and established chefs alike come 
here for inspiration, to spark their culinary cre- 
ativity by sampling the regional staples now 
considered delicacies. Like the chapulines — fried 
grasshoppers — at Casa Oaxaca hotel, which 
I found pleasantly savory in spite of my initial 
hesitation. Or the 8 o -plus varieties of mezcal at 
Mezcaloteca, a tasting room run by agave geeks. 
After an hour of sniffing and sipping, I could fi- 
nally distinguish the faintly floral cupreata 
mezcals from the resiny madrecuixe varietals. 

After our corn tasting at Itanonf, I sat admir- 
ing a spaghetti-squash salad laced with flowering 
amaranth leaves at Origen, a handsome four- 
year-old restaurant downtown. Chef Rodolfo 
Castellanos explained that until Ruiz came along, 


FROM LEFT: 
Diners entering 
Pitiona; a cus- 
tomer drizzLes 
pasiLLa-chiLe 
sauce on a pork- 
rib-stuffed roLLito 
at Itanonf 
Flor del Maiz. 



being a chef in Oaxaca held no prestige. And so 
Castellanos left, eventually landing at San 
Francisco’s Jardiniere. Ten years later, Oaxaca’s 
newly energized food culture drew him home. 

It’s a familiar trajectory, one echoed by 
Castellanos’s friend Jose Banos Rodriguez at 
Pitiona, a fine-dining spot down the road. He too 
left Oaxaca, winding up in Spain at Arzak and 
then at El Bulli. He came back with a repertoire 
of Adria- influenced showstoppers and put his 
skills to work, opening Pitiona in 2010. And while 
the menu is full of Oaxacan flavors, Banos 
Rodriguez’s inventive presentation is more haute 
than humble: snapper is served under a cloche 
brimming with oaky, cinnamon-scented smoke, 
while rice pudding is flash-frozen with liquid 
nitrogen, then served as a cooling, churro-like 
counterpoint to mugs of rich hot chocolate. 

My last day in town included a mole tutorial 
from a grande dame of Oaxacan cuisine, Celia 
Florian of Las Quince Letras. “You would 
need many lifetimes to master the endless nu- 
ances of mole,” she told Sanchez and me, offering 
us spoonfuls of her famous trilogia de moles. 

We began with the mole negro, sweet and choco- 
laty and totally black. The mole almendrado was 
nutty and fragrant, a blend of Iberian imports — 
almonds, capers, olives. Finally, I sampled the 
mole rojo. It tasted at first tomatoey and acidic, 
then fiery hot, then it blossomed into something 
rounded and complex. “They call Oaxaca the land 
of seven moles,” Florian scoffed. “But how can 
you reduce the richness of our cuisine to such a 
minuscule number?” © 

THE DETAILS All the above, plus lodging, page 142 
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Get sharp vision and smooth transitions at any distance with Varilux. 


Varilux is the only progressive lens brand with lenses designed using W.A.V.E. Technology. 
Why wear anything else? Get the # 1 progressive lens brand. Get Varilux. 

Learn more at Varilux.com. 
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A Deeper Well 

By working to make safe water accessible to all, Global Water 
Challenge— Trovet + Leisure's new charity partner— is helping 

save millions of lives. Samanth Subramanian reports. 

ON AN OVERCAST DAY IN a Bangalore neighbor- 
hood called Peenya, a scooter puttered up a short 
mud path and stopped outside a concrete structure 
marked dr. water. The driver, a young woman in 
a pink tunic and pants, dismounted. She was about 
to pick up her empty water bottle when her son — 
four years old, perhaps — grabbed it instead. He 
wasn’t much bigger than the five-gallon bottle, yet 
he insisted on setting it under a faucet and filling it 
himself. Once it was full, he looked up at his moth- 
er imploringly; laughing, she picked up the bottle. 


Until Dr. Water opened in Peenya, Neela 
Gangadhar’s family drew its drinking water from 
aborewell in her housing development. She de- 
scribed the water quality as decent — by local stan- 
dards. “We’d fall ill occasionally with a fever,” she 
said with a shrug. The alternative was state- 
supplied drinking water, in theory potable, but 
arriving for just an hour every two or three days, 
and delivered by a network of aging pipes. “They 
put bleach in it to kill the bugs, and it smells,” she 
said, with a wrinkle of her nose. 

Gangadhar’s neighborhood is fortunate to have 
its own borewell. Government figures show that 
around 46 million Indians lack access to safe 
drinking water, and this figure excludes the many 
millions more who drink from contaminated 
ground wells. Nearly 38 million Indians are affect- 
ed by waterborne diseases every year — which » 
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is why Gangadhar drives out to the Dr. 
Water plant every two days and fills 
her container, for five rupees. The 
plant gets several hundred customers 
daily: business owners buying water 
for their staff, entrepreneurs running 
delivery services, children filling bot- 
tles on their way home from school. 

The Peenya plant is one of roughly 
450 purifying units in India operated 
by WaterHealth International. Fifty 
more have been set up in Ghana, 
Nigeria, and Liberia. In these coun- 
tries, and in dozens of others, lack of 
access to clean water remains an ur- 
gent problem, and WHI hopes to be a 
part of the solution. Its objective is to 
retail clean, affordable water under the 
Dr. Water brand, and it plans to sell 
around 150 million gallons next year, 
all the while striving to keep prices low. 
For 2016, T+L has partnered with WHI, 
as part of the Global Water Challenge 
coalition of companies and nonprofits, 
to help drive fund-raising efforts and 
heighten awareness of the issue. 

In the U.S., WHI’s most prominent 
standard-bearer is Jacqueline 
Lundquist, whose official title is vice 
president of corporate affairs but who 
prefers to call herself “chief serendip- 
ity officer.” Lundquist’s association 
with WHI was, in a way, serendipitous. 
She first came to India in 1995 on her 




honeymoon, and then again in 1998 
when her husband, Richard Celeste, 
was appointed the American ambassa- 
dor in New Delhi. “He was one of those 
ambassadors who went everywhere,” 
Lundquist said, and so she went with 
him, traveling widely around the coun- 
try. After they returned to the U. S . , 
she maintained her connection with 
India, leading groups of travelers on 
bespoke trips. “Every time, we all felt 
this urge to give back to India,” she 
said. “I knew of WaterHealth and the 
unique business model they had.” In 
2010, she joined the company full time. 

WHI’s model is, out of necessity, 
simple. Its plants are no larger than 
college dorm rooms, plug-and-play 
affairs that can be set up and disman- 
tled with ease. The plants are manned 
by employees from the community, 
who each undergo four weeks of train- 
ing. Municipalities provide the land 
required as well as access to a water 
source: a pond, a stream, a tube well. 
With its own funds, or through grants, 
WHI builds the plants and operates 
them for 20 years, before offering mu- 
nicipalities the chance to take over. 
“The government still owns the land 
and the source, so it isn’t like the water 
is being privatized,” Lundquist said. 

A for-profit model is, WHI believes, 
vital. In India, governments aim to 
provide drinking water at a cost of two 


ABOVE: Women carry Dr. Water containers 
from a WaterHealth International 
center. BELOW: WHI's Jacqueline Lundquist. 

rupees per five gallons, but Lundquist 
believes this is unsustainable. WHI 
charges five to eight rupees per five 
gallons of water, the equivalent of 
around 10 cents. (The average wage in 
India is around $4 per day.) This cost is 
still lower than other commercial al- 
ternatives, but allows WHI to turn a 
profit that it puts toward building new 
treatment plants. 

Outside a Dr. Water plant in 
Lingarajapuram, another Bangalore 
locality, is aline of slums. I asked 
Keshav Dutt, who heads WHI’s opera- 
tions in the state, whether the resi- 
dents were pleased to have a source of 
clean water in their backyard. Not en- 
tirely, Dutt said. “They still prefer state 
water or borewell water, because it’s 
free. They’re not convinced of the dan- 
gers of drinking that water.” It’s part 
of WHI’s work to persuade them, he 
said — to point, for instance, to the fact 
that health-care costs have dropped in 
communities in which WHI works. 
“It’ll take some time to convince them. 
But it’s important to try.” © 


Bid on experiences and services from T+L's 
World's Best Award winners in support of 
WaterHeaLth International at tandL. me/auction. 
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EXPERIENCE THE 
TRUE SPIRIT OF 
HAWAI‘1 THROUGH 
ITS VIBRANT ARTS 
AND CULTURE- 
AND DISCOVER 
THIS AMERICAN 
PARADISE AT ITS 
AUTHENTIC BEST. 


dig into island culture Beyond its sugar-sand shores and rugged 
volcanoes, colorful reefs and rainforest trails, Hawai‘i invites 
you to go deeper. Peek past these islands’ breathtaking fagades, 
and you’ll find a world of rich culture and tradition to explore. 
Discover places like Hawai‘i Island’s Waipo Valley, where taro 
has been cultivated for over a thousand years. Watch the state’s 
best hula dancers in action at the three-day Moloka‘i Ka Hula 
Piko festival in May. Almost everywhere you go, groove to island 
music— from slack key and steel guitar to Jawaiian (Hawaiian 
reggae) and mele (chant). 

see sacred places If you know where to look, you’ll find mystical 
treasures on every island, including temples, shrines, and 
petroglyphs shrouded in mystery. On O'ahu, ring the five-foot- 
high bell at the serene Byodo-ln Temple, a nondenominational 
shrine that replicates a 900-year-old site in Japan. On Hawai‘i 
Island, marvel at a field of ancient petroglyphs called Pu‘u Loa, 
tucked inside Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park and accessible 
via hiking trails. And visit sites prized by Hawaiian royalty, such 
as Kanaha Pond on Maui, a sacred fishpond that’s now a wildlife 
sanctuary and a haven for rare birds. 



BLISS BY THE SEA 

Experience the rich culture and traditions of Hawaii in some of the most gorgeous 
settings on earth at OUTRIGGER HOTELS AND RESORTS: Set along a stretch of 
sand that was once a gathering place for Hawaiian royalty, OUTRIGGER REEF 
HAIKIKI BEACH RESORT embraces local culture throughout its offerings, from 
the food and live music at Kani Ka Pila Grille to activities such as lei-making and 
hula. PVith Diamond Head crater as a backdrop, OUTRIGGER HAIKIKI BEACH 
RESORT celebrates the traditions of the beach with surf lessons taught by world 
champions, serene catamaran cruises, and the legendary Dukes Waikiki restaurant. 

Learn more at OUTRIGGER.COM. 



LEARN MORE ABOUT H AWAITS ARTS AND CULTURE 
SCENE AT GOHAWAII.COM/ARTS. 
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let Hawaii happen 


FROM CRYSTAL BLUE WATERS TO BLACK SAND BEACHES, HAWAII’S ICONIC LOCATIONS WILL FILL ANY 
BUCKET LIST BUT THERE’S MORE TO HAWAI‘1 THAN STAR ATTRACTIONS. TAKE A MOMENT. WANDER FROM 
THE SUGGESTED ROUTE. DISCOVER THE ISLANDS’ RICH CULTURE IN THE FLUID ARC OF A HULA DANCER’S 
HANDS, OR THE SOFT RHYTHM OF A SLACK KEY GUITAR. GET INSPIRED AT #LETHAWAI I HAPPEN. 



kauai 

Leave your roadmap 
behind and explore the 
true Kaua‘i — the oldest 
of the main Hawaiian 
Islands. Delve into island 
history at the Kaua‘i 
Museum, offering a 
program of cultural 
activities, or at the Grove 
Farm Sugar Plantation 
Museum in LThu‘e. Then 
get a taste of local 
flavor in small towns 
like Hanapepe, Koloa, 
and the historic seaside 
enclave of Waimea. 


oahu 

Discover 0‘ahu’s diverse 
blend of ethnicities, 
cultures, and lifestyles 
— all bound together by 
the spirit of aloha. Start 
by visiting history-rich 
treasures such as ‘lolani 
Palace and the Bishop 
Museum. Expand your 
experience by touring 
Hawafi’s Plantation 
Village, a recreated 1900s 
sugar plantation, or by 
“eating local” at one of the 
island’s innovative eateries 
showcasing HawaiTs 
farm-to-table movement. 


maui 

Step into Maui’s past 
and see what whaling life 
was like at the Whalers 
Village Museum; then 
follow the Lahaina 
Historic Trail to explore 
the heritage of this 
thriving seaport. Discover 
local artists and artisans 
in off-the-beaten-path 
towns like Makawao. And 
dive into the local music 
scene at the Hawaiian 
Steel Guitar Festival or 
the Hawaiian Slack Key 
Guitar Festival. 


Hawaii island 

Famous for its active 
volcanoes, Hawai'i 
Island draws visitors 
with its mono (spiritual 
power), which is still 
strong at landmarks like 
Pu‘uhonua o Honaunau 
National Historical Park 
and Pu‘ukohola Heiau 
Historic Site. Blaze your 
own trail of discovery 
in historic Hilo town, 
where you can explore 
galleries and museums, 
and visit the East Hawai‘i 
Cultural Center, a hub 
of local art. 


LEARN MORE ABOUT FIAWAITS ARTS AND CULTURE SCENE AT GOHAWAII.COM/ARTS. 
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STARWOOD HOTELS & RESORTS IN HAWAI I 



heart of haw ait 


DIVE INTO ISLAND 
CULTURE-ANDGET 
YOUR PERFECT BEACH 
VACATION, TOO - 

WITH STARWOOD 
HOTELS & RESORTS 
IN HAWAIM 



island soul 

Just steps from some of 
the world’s most beautiful 
beaches, the 11 properties 
of Starwood Hotels & 
Resorts in Hawaii entice 
guests with rich island 
culture and genuine 
aloho spirit. Several of the 
resorts feature cultural 
specialists on staff who 
invite you to explore 
Hawaii’s heritage through 
informative, fun activities 
and hands-on experiences. 

At The Westin 
Ka‘anapali Ocean 
Resort Villas on Maui, 
try Hawaiian arts such 
as ‘ukelele and coconut- 
frond weaving in the 
Pu'uhonua Cultural 
Lounge. Or be part of 
a beautiful Lei Aloha 
ceremony at The Westin 
Princeville Ocean Resort 
Villas on Kaua‘i, which 
includes lei-making and 
exchange, honi (Hawaiian 
greeting), and mele (song). 


luau (the real deal) 

Gone are the days when 
kitschy dancers in candy- 
colored cellophane skirts 
provided an evening of 
hip-shaking entertainment. 
Today’s lG‘aus offer a 
return to authenticity. On 
0‘ahu, the Aha‘aina lG‘au 
at The Royal Hawaiian, a 
Luxury Collection Resort 
introduces traditions such 
as kopo-making (cloth 
made of pounded bark), 
and showcases dramatic 
music and dance set 
against a Waikiki Beach 
backdrop. At The St. 

Regis Princeville Resort 
on Kauai, a dinner show 
captures the spirit of 
the land — the area was 
once called Halele‘a 
(house of joy) — through 
Hawaiian chant, hula, and 
storytelling. 

The weekly celebration 
“Haleo — the Voice of 
Life,” at the Sheraton 
Kona Resort 8c Spa at 
Keauhou Bay on Hawaii 
Island, presents the story 
of the Keauhou area, 
from the birth of King 
Kamehameha III to the 
surfing legends of He'eia 
Bay. And don’t miss the 
spectacular fire-knife 
dance and Hawaiian Imu 
ceremony featured in the 
Maui Nui LG‘au at Sheraton 
Maui Resort 8c Spa. 


TO FIND YOUR CULTURAL ESCAPE, VISIT ONLYINHAWAII.COM/CULTURE OR CALL 1.866.716.8140. 
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HAWAI'I ISLAND 


THE ST. REGIS PRINCEVILLE RESORT, PRINCEVILLE, KAUA'I 


Location, location, location 


TO LEARN MORE, VISIT OCEANPROMOTIONHAWAII.COM OR CALL 866-716-8140 
AND MENTION OCEAN PROMOTION. 
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Erom Princeville and Waikiki to Ka'anapali and Kona, you'll find the perfect destination for your next 
Hawaiian getaway. Choose from our collection of 11 distinctive resorts on the islands of Kaua'i, O'ahu, 
Maui and Hawai'i Island and book our Ocean Promotion Plus Package to enjoy daily breakfast for 
two and savings on nightly rates, including premium Ocean View rooms. 




SttiwMd 

P^rfETTisJ 

Guest 


SlK'niUin 


LEFT TO RIGHT: SHERATON KAUAI RESORT; THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN, A LUXURY COLLECTION RESORT; 

SHERATON MAUI RESORT &. SPA; SHERATON KONA RESORT & SPA AT KEAUHOU BAY 

©2016 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Preferred Guest, SPG, Aloft, Element, Four Points, Le Meridien, 
Sheraton, St. Regis, The Luxury Collection, W, Westin and their logos are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or 
its affiliates. Offer subject to availability and blackout dates. Offer varies at each participating hotel. Other restrictions may apply and are 
subject to change without notice. For full terms and conditions visit oceanpromotionhawaii.com. 





HAWAIIAN 


Cyril Pahinui 

AWARD-WINNING MUSICIAN 
Kani Ka Pila Grille 
Outrigger Reef Waikiki Beach Resort 


lutrigger Waikiki Beach Resort 


What is the sound of aloha? 
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Each year, Travel + Leisure checks in to hundreds of buzzy new properties, 
but only a select few earn a place on the It List, our annual editors’ choice 
awards. What sets these 49 winners apart: a refreshing take on service and 
design, an uncharted location, or enough glitz and glamour to make a classic 
destination feel fresh again. In short, these are hotels worth traveling for. 
Here, 20 of our favorites— find the full list 


at tandl.me/itlist. 


ISTANBUL 

Hotels have been opening in Istanbul 
at quite a clip lately. But none cap- 
tures the energy of the city quite like 
the Soho House in Beyoglu, set in a 
cluster of buildings that includes the 
former American Embassy. The in- 
laid wood and gilded interiors had 
been hiding under drywall and white 
paint; now, they embellish a private 
club for members and hotel guests, 
with three restaurants, a speakeasy- 
style bar, and a rooftop pool, where 
a glittering crowd smokes and air- 
kisses into the night. The rooms, in a 
new structure across a pretty court- 
yard, impress on their own: warm, 
tactile cocoons of dark wood layered 
with beautiful textiles. Think of them 
as a necessary respite from the for- 
midable chic next door, so close and 
yet so far. sohohouseistanbut.com; 
doubles from $272. 
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THE INDIE DARLING I HOTEL EMMA 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

Some are calling San Antonio Texas’s next capital of cool— and Hotel Emma is 
at the center of it all. A brewery turned hotel sounds like a hipster cliche, but the 
Roman & Williams-designed showstopper advances the industrial-chic aesthetic. 
Its 146 character-packed rooms have original stonework and vaulted ceilings, 
along with an urban edge (guayabera-inspired seersucker robes, exposed steel 
window frames). The Emma also fits in with its epicurean neighbors: the on-site 
larder stocks breads from nearby Bakery Lorraine, the restaurant draws from 
the biweekly farmers’ market, and throwback iceboxes in each room hold the 
fixings for margaritas. Be sure to hit the bar Sternewirth— the former watering 
hole for brewery workers, which dates to 1883— where old fermentation tanks 
double as banquette seats, thehotelemma.com; doubles from $325. 



THE ZEN MASTER 

PHUM BAITANG 

SI EM REAP, CAMBODIA 

Angkor Wat tops many a buck- 
et list, but the crowds can 
make seeing the temple a fre- 
netic experience. Siem Reap’s 
latest resort, with 45 villas on 
stilts amid lemongrass fields 
and rice paddies, puts a serene, 
five-star spin on the area’s 
traditional wooden farmhous- 
es: each suite has an indoor 
and an outdoor sitting area, a 
deep soaking tub, and pan- 
oramic jungle views. Continue 
your cultural immersion with 
a coconut-milk massage at the 
seven-room spa, modeled on 
the area’s UNESCO-designated „ 

temples, or a crash course on 1 

Khmer cuisine at restaurant | 

Bay Phsar. phumbaitang.com; I 

doubles from $417. ° 

< 



THE DESIGN STAR I CASA FAYETTE 

GUADALAJARA, MEXICO 

Grupo Habita, Casa Fayette’s owner, has a knack for creating buzz around Mexican 
destinations. This time, the company has anointed Guadalajara the next "it" city— 
specifically Colonia Americana, a bougainvillea-covered neighborhood of galleries 
and restaurants. Housed in a 1940s Art Deco mansion, the 37-room property has 
been given an avant-garde remodel by local firm Estudio5. The interiors mix serious 
design pieces with whimsical, retro touches. Chairs in the bar are upholstered in a 
palm-tree print and are dripping in gold tassels; the bathrooms are wall-to-wall 
marble lit by Midcentury fixtures. Come Saturday night, a who’s who stops by the 
dramatically lit bar. casafayette.com; doubles from $132. 


on 

Z) 

o 

o 


£ 

o 

on 


Q 

on 

CD 


TRAVEL + LEISURE / MARCH 2016 


NICOLE FRANZEN. OTHERS ON PAGE: COURTESY OF DESIGN HOTELS (2) 



THE NON-HABIT FORMING SLEEP-AID 
THAT’S NOT FOR PAIN, JUST FOR SLEEP. 


Use as directed for occasional sleeplessness. Read each label. 
Keep out of reach of children. © Procter & Gamble, Inc., 2016 
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ISLAND HOP IN JAMAICA WITH 

SANDALS • RESORTS 

ON YOUR NEXT LUXURY INCLUDED® VACATION, WHY SETTLE FOR 
JUST ONE RESORT? SANDALS’ NEW ISLAND-HOPPING PROGRAM 
LETS YOU CREATE YOUR DREAM CARIBBEAN GETAWAY. 



YOUR VACATION, YOUR CHOICE 

Voted the World’s Leading All-Inclusive Company 
by the World Travel Awards for 20 years in a row, 
Sandals Resorts boasts 15 beautiful properties on 
seven distinct islands. 

Now you can visit multiple destinations or fully 
explore one island— all while staying at various 
award-winning resorts. In Jamaica for instance, 
Island-Hopping guests enjoy full-resort privileges at 
seven Sandals resorts, and complimentary transfers 
between the Montego Bay resorts are always 
included. Whether you want to stay at one property 
or visit them all, you can customize your itinerary 
based on your individual vacation style. 

LUXURY, RELAXATION, BEAUTY 

What are the options? First, in Montego Bay: 
Experience the luxurious Sandals Montego Bay, 
home to one of Jamaica’s best private white- 
sand beaches; Sandals Carlyle, an authentically 


Caribbean resort with a distinctively laid-back 
atmosphere; and Sandals Royal Caribbean Resort 
& Private Island, featuring the new Grand Luxury 
Butler Palatial Suites and the Caribbean’s first of 
their kind over-the-water suites. Head 50 miles west 
to romantic Sandals Negril Beach Resort, which 
sits along Negril’s famous Seven Mile Beach, and 
then south to Sandals Whitehouse European Village 
& Spa, boasting a pristine beach and an exotic 
fusion of Caribbean allure and European elegance. 
Discover intimate luxury at Sandals Royal Plantation, 
an all-butler, all-suite boutique resort tucked within a 
magnificent coral bluff in Ocho Rios. And don’t miss 
the redesigned Sandals Ochi Beach Resort nearby, 
which recently debuted the hot new Ochi Beach 
Club, complete with 11 bars, 16 trendy restaurants, 
and lavish accommodations. 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED-AND MORE 

While no two Sandals properties are the same, 
each resort upholds the Luxury Included® brand’s 
commitment to offer more quality inclusions than any 
other resort. These include: Gourmet Discovery Dining, 
featuring themed restaurants from around the world; 
land and watersports like tennis, golf,* water skiing, and 
scuba diving;* and exciting shows and themed parties. 
With Sandals Resorts, not only will you visit multiple 
locations in one incredible vacation, you’ll also enjoy 
every luxury imaginable— always included and unlimited. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT SANDALS.COM OR CALL 1-800-SANDALS. 

"WWW.SANDALS.COM/DISCLAIAAERS/TRAVELANDLEISUREMARCH2016 
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UXUF 


RLL INCLUDED, RLL UNLIMITED, RLL THE TIME. 


LOVE IS ALL YOU NEED 

For more information, visit 
SANDALS.COM or call 1-800-SANDALS 
or call your Travel Professional 



Sandals Resorts gives you more quality 
inclusions than any other resorts on 
the planet. More unlimited land and 
water sports. More non-stop happy 
hours with endless pours of premium 


spirits and Gourmet Discovery Dining 
at up to 16 restaurants per resort. More 
luxuriously unique suites. ..and more 
ways to fall in love all over again at the 
most romantic resorts in the Caribbean. 


JAMAICA • ANTIGUA • SAINT LUCIA • BAHAMAS • GRENADA • BARBADOS 


Sandals® is a registered trademark. Unique Vacations, Inc. is the affiliate of the worldwide representative of Sandals Resorts. 






THE CULTURE MAGNETl FAENA 


MIAMI BEACH 



Developer Alan Faena tasked Baz 
Luhrmann and Catherine Martin with 
helping him reimagine the historic 
Saxony Hotel, the anchor of his six- 
block-long cultural district. The re- 
sult? A surreal mash-up evocative of 
late-period Gianni Versace and the 
Moulin Rouge. The lobby has eight 
Juan Gatti murals, including neo- 
Baroque images of skulls and horses. 
In the garden is Damien Hirst's Gone 
But Not Forgotten, a giant 24-karat- 
gold-gilded woolly-mammoth skel- 
eton. Los Fuegos, Francis Mallmann's 
first U.S. project, serves a rib eye 
with chimichurri that transcends the 
hype. And the guest rooms are over 
the top, with red velvet armchairs 
and turquoise carpeting. Up next 
is an arts center by Rem Koolhaas/ 
OMA. Brace yourself, America: 
the FaenaLand invasion has begun. 
faena.com; doubles from $745. 


THE NEW GRANDE DAME I COTTON HOUSE HOTEL 

BARCELONA 


If a city hotel could ever mimic the why-bother-going-out feeling of a 
resort, it would be the Cotton House. Set in a 19th-century Neoclassical 
landmark— once the Cotton Producers Guild— the 83-room gem from 
Autograph Collection has been deftly reinvented by designer Lazaro Rosa- 
Violan. His preservation of many original features, like the spiral staircase, 
tiled floors, and intricately carved ceilings, gives the lobby a sense of history. 
The location by the boutiques of Passeig de Gracia is another plus. None- 
theless, we saw guests content to stay on-property, lounging by the rooftop 
pool and reading in the library, hotelcottonhouse.com; doubles from $263. 


THE BEACH BABE I ONE&ONLY OCEAN CLUB 



PARADISE ISLAND, BAHAMAS 

When A&P heir Huntington Hartford II conceived his Bahamian retreat a 
half-century ago, it’s unlikely that he could have pictured guests arriving 
in Bentleys with Wi-Fi. But times have 
changed— and so has this property, 
following a partial but impactful 
face-lift. The most exciting addi- 
tion is the oceanfront infinity 
pool, where couples sip elder- 
flower martinis from butler- 
serviced chaises. The 
52 rooms in the original 
Hartford Wing were also 
enlarged and redone; the 
colonial-style decor was 
swapped out for clean- 
lined furnishings and blue- 
and-cream hues. Hartford 
would definitely have 
approved, oneandonlyresorts. 
com; doubles from $1,035. 


FROM TOP: MERITXELL ARJALAGUER; COURTESY OF FAENA HOTEL MIAMI BEACH; COURTESY OF ONE&ONLY OCEAN CLUB 





Whether it's a salad for lunch or a fiesta with friends, every 
meal deserves to be at least a little especial . And because 
Avocados From Mexico are always in season, they're there 
to make sure that every meal gets the fresh and delicious 
avocado that it deserves. 


avocadosfrommexico.com 
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THE SECRET ESCAPE 

BARBUDA BELLE 

BARBUDA 

There are no planes in the sky, no 
big boats on the horizon, and no 
sounds but wind and waves at the re- 
mote paradise of Barbuda Belle. 

You arrive by boat to Antigua’s under- 
the-radar sister island, where six 
bamboo bungalows are splayed out 
along a pristine beach. After a few 
days spent kayaking among the man- 
groves, bird-watching at the nearby 
frigate sanctuary, and lying on the 
pink sands, you’ll realize exactly what 
you’ve found: perhaps the most un- 
touched hiding place in the increas- 
ingly developed Caribbean, barbuda 
belle.com; doubles from $1,190. 
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H IN U D L T U IN U D L IN u U L f\ r\ M I^LMINU MOZAMBIQUE 
Luxury resorts have been moving in to the Bazaruto Archipelago— a 550-square-mile 
protected marine park off the coast of southern Mozambique— and after a yearlong 
overhaul, andBeyond Benguerra Island has emerged as the best of the bunch. The 13 
stand-alone, thatched-roof suites, which sit by the water’s edge, stylishly pay homage 
to the area’s Afro-Arabic-Portuguese roots with mahogany four-poster beds and hand- 
painted tiles depicting animal scenes. You can order up a private picnic or go diving 
at Two-Mile Reef. Just sitting with a cocktail at the beach bar— a converted dhow— is 
also perfectly acceptable, andbeyond.com; doubles from $1,530, all-inclusive. 


THE INSIDER HANGOUT 
HALCYON HOUSE 

CABARITA BEACH, AUSTRALIA 
How did a surf mecca of 3,000 people 
become the Hamptons of Australia? Ask 
Elisha and Siobhan Bickle, whose 21-room 
inn has fueled a boomtown roughly one 
hour north of Sydney. Each room has 
details like salvaged hardware, hand- 
picked antiques, and walls upholstered 
in blue-and-white-patterned textiles. 
They also have Frette robes, champagne 
in the mini-bars, and, in many cases, 
deep soaking tubs. Bonus: guests get VIP 
access to Paper Daisy, the seafood res- 
taurant, whose chef hails from Noma. 
halcyonhouse.com.au; doubles from $397. 




THE RUSTIC CHARMER I HOUSE HOTEL 

CAPPADOCIA, TURKEY 

The first thing that distinguishes the House Hotel is its location 
in Ortahisar, a picturesque village off Cappadocia’s main tourist 
track. Gone is the stuffy, museum-like quality found in many 
of the region’s properties: the 29 understated guest rooms deftly 
blend past and present, with frescoes and fifth-century natural 



FROM LEFT: COURTESY OF ESPERANZA, AN AUBERGE RESORT; COURTESY OF SOUTH BEACH 
SINGAPORE, A MEMBER OF PREFERRED HOTELS & RESORTS (5) 


THE COMEBACK KID I ESPERANZA 

CABO SAN LUCAS, MEXICO 

Cabo San Lucas may have one of the highest concentrations of 
five-star hotels per square mile in the world. But Auberge 
Resorts’ Esperanza— which received a stem-to-stern renova- 
tion after Hurricane Odile— is the first to bring the Mexican 
hacienda aesthetic into the 21st century. The 57 suites and 
casitas now have woven-leather headboards, pillows made 
from locally embroidered fabrics, and high-tech binoculars 
for whale-watching. Perhaps more important, they also have 
the area’s largest private patios, with hammocks or hot tubs 
facing the Sea of Cortes, the intuitive service is another selling 
point, especially when it includes free impromptu massages at 
your poolside cabana, aubergeresorts.com; doubles from $550. 



stone walls alongside rain showers and heated Turkish-marble floors. 
The designers know you're going to be outside exploring the iconic 
fairy chimneys— and yes, you should take one of those now-ubiquitous 
hot-air-balloon rides— which is why many of the rooms have fireplaces 
and tubs to take off the chill. At check-in, ask for a crisp glass of white 
wine made from Emir, a grape native to the region, thehousehotel.com; 
doubles from $141. 



THE STATEMENT PIECE [SOUTH BEACH 

SINGAPORE 

Across the street from the Raffles and the 
Fairmont, the South Beach is a welcome foil to its 
more traditional neighbors. The 654 rooms are 
spread across two buildings linked by a futuristic, 
Foster & Partners-designed canopy; the brightly 
colored interiors are by Philippe Starck; and the 
all-day dining room riffs on the destination’s 
famed hawker stalls. Flere, technology drives hos- 
pitality: you can order room service from your 
TV, and free ultrafast Wi-Fi is a given. You may 
roll your eyes at the silly names for, well, every- 
thing (it’s not a lobby— it’s a Global Village), but 
take the elevators— “exploratory vehicles,” as one 
staffer called them— to the Sky Garden and you’ll 
discover the most #trending rooftop bar in town. 
thesouthbeach.com.sg; doubles from $320. 
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Red Rock 
Luxury 

ESCAPE THE ORDINARY AT 
ENCHANTMENT RESORT AND 
Mil AMOSPA-ANDLET 
SEDONA’S RUGGED GRANDEUR 
TAKE YOUR BREATH AWAY. 




SECLUDED + SPECTACULAR 

Surrounded by the towering red rock 
walls of northern Arizona's Boynton 
Canyon, Enchantment Resort is an oasis 
of luxury in one of the most inspired 
settings on earth. At the 70-acre resort, 
five-star accommodations come in a 
range of configurations— from spacious 
one- and two-bedroom casitas with 
private viewing decks, to plush haciendas 
and casas with private patios and full 
kitchens. Guests can also opt for all- 
inclusive pampering with a stay in one 
of 16 additional rooms and suites at Mii 
amo, a destination spa. 


NATURE’S PLAYGROUND 

Whether it's a family getaway, couples' 
escape, or executive retreat, a perfect 
blend of adventure and relaxation 
awaits. The resort offers more than 
100 activities each week, from guided 
hiking and mountain bike excursions 
to tennis, Pilates, and more. With the 
addition of Seven Canyons Golf— a Tom 
Weiskopf 18-hole championship course 
with 360-degree views of the red rock 
bluffs— Enchantment is truly taking its 
place as one of the country's ultimate 
legacy resorts. 


SENSORY AWAKENINGS 

Exclusively for resort guests, Mii amo 
spa blends beautifully into the canyon 
setting with its spacious indoor and 
outdoor treatment rooms and pools, 
fitness and movement studio, and 
Crystal Grotto meditation room. Here, 
Native American-inspired treatments 
feature ingredients such as blue 
corn and turquoise mineral-rich clay. 
Throughout the resort, dining is a treat 
for the senses— from the fresh fare at Mii 
amo Cafe, to the Che-Ah-Chi signature 
restaurant with its Southwest-accented 
cuisine and Arizona-sourced ingredients. 


CANYON ENCOUNTERS 

Located just 114 miles south of the 
Grand Canyon, Enchantment is the 
ideal home base to explore this natural 
wonder. On August 28, 2016, the 
National Park Service turns 100— and 
guests can celebrate with a "Grand 
Canyon by Air" or "Grand Canyon by 
Trail" package, for a perfect mix of 
luxury and breathtaking adventure. 


FIND MORE INSPIRATION AND PLAN YOUR TRIP AT ENCHANTMENTRESORT.COM OR MIIAMO.COM. 


2016 TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


Mesmerizing. 

For lack of a better word 



ENCHANTMENT 


See what makes Enchantment an experience of extraordinary proportions 



Quite simply, it's like no other destination. World-class service. Mild, year-round temperatures. And all set within a 
natural arena of vermillion-colored rock formations that has to be experienced to fully appreciate. Together with 
Mii amo, a destination spa and access to Seven Canyons championship golf, you'll be inspired beyond words. 

L R O K N D 


844.81 5.7727 enchantmentresort.com 525 Boynton Canyon Road, Sedona, AZ 86336 
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SACRED VALLEY, PERU 

The Sacred Valley, with its lush pan- 
oramas and impressive ruins, has 
typically played third fiddle to Cuzco 
and Machu Picchu, in part because 
there have been few luxe places to 
stay. But now Inkaterra provides a 
reason to stop and linger awhile. Its 
36 rooms are an homage to Andean 
craftsmanship, with exposed eucalyp- 
tus beams and handmade furniture. 
When you're not lying in bed, staring 
agape at the forested countryside and 
surrounding mountains, you can 
tour nearby ruins like Ollantaytambo 
or visit the property’s 10-acre farm, 
where lima beans and medicinal 
herbs are grown for use in the restau- 
rant. A standout on the excellent 
menu is the pastel de choclo: corn 
cakes with guinea-pig ragu. inkaterra. 
com; doubles from $4 62. 


TfF 

THE MOUNTAIN HIGH 
INKATERRA HACIENDA 
URUBAMBA 
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.COURTESY OF INKATERRA HACIENDA URUBAMBA 



FROM TOP: COURTESY OF MANDARIN ORIENTAL, MARRAKECH; COURTESY OF THE HOXTON (9) 



THE URBAN OASIS MANDARIN ORIENTAL 

MARRAKESH, MOROCCO 

In a city associated with sensory overload, the 
Mandarin Oriental— set amid 50 acres of olive trees, 
roses, and palms— is a breath of fresh air. Instead of 
zeii/ge tiles and gilded accents, the 54 villas have 
r/acHnspired courtyards with all-white furniture and 
heated plunge pools. But they still feel Moroccan. 
Inside, you’ll find Berber rugs, silver tea sets, and 
steam showers. The nine suites have Atlas Mountain 
views, and even the smallest clock in at 1,450 square 
feet. Elsewhere on site, there’s an organic garden 
that supplies 94 (yes, 94!) varieties of tomatoes and 
assorted vegetables to three restaurants. If all else 
fails to soothe your senses, order a nightcap and 
stargaze outside your villa as the scent of jasmine 
wafts by on the breeze, mandarinorientat.com; 
doubles from $700. 


THECITY SLICKER 

THE HOXTON 

AMSTERDAM 
These days, everyone 
wants to cater to monied 
millennials. Hoxton 
manages to do just that— 
without alienating anyone 
else— with its own youth- 
ful breed of hospitality. 
Want tickets to the 
Van Gogh Museum? A 
staffer will show you a 
hard-to-find website for 
VIP access. Want break- 
fast in bed? Hang a paper 
bag outside your door, 
and it’ll be loaded up with 
fruit and yogurt by morn- 
ing. And if you feel like the 
DIY spirit is incongruous 
with the stunning rooms— 
some with ornamented 
ceilings and canal views— 
think again. The Hoxton 
knows that those who 
march to their own tune 
can still appreciate a good 
Brunello. thehoxton.com; 
doubles from $135. 
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LONDON 

After an 18-month renovation that cost a rumored $70 million, this Knightsbridge 
landmark is somehow more grand than before. Under the watch of Oetker 
Collection, the austere Regency building was practically gutted and filled back 
up with crystal chandeliers, parquet floors, and antiques. The opulence extends 
to the 93 rooms, each with 18th-century paintings and mahogany writing desks. 
Afternoon tea at Celeste is an exercise in old-school finesse, where polished 
staff deliver warm scones and cucumber sandwiches on floral bone china. The 
only indication that you're in the year 2016 is that your butler can be summoned 
at any hour of the day— via iPad, lanesborough.com; doubles from $876. 
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world’s 
best travelers 
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WORLD'S 
BEST 
AWARDS t 
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vote 


TLWORLDSBEST.COM 


RATE YOUR FAVORITE DESTINATIONS, 
COMPANIES, AND MORE THAT 
DEFINE THE VERY BEST IN TRAVEL — 

NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 29. 


YOU WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY 
ENTERED FOR THE CHANCE TO WIN 
ONE OF THE WORLD-CLASS 
PRIZES BELOW. 


THE GRAND PRIZE 

A 15-DAY GRAND EUROPEAN TOUR FOR TWO 

FROM VIKING CRUISES 


OTHER PRIZES INCLUDE: 

• A $10,000 SOUTH AFRICAN DREAM TRIP INCLUDING A 
FIVE-NIGHT STAY AT CAPE GRACE, A LEADING HOTEL MEMBER 

• A $5,000 DREAM TRIP DESIGNED BY A T+L A-LIST AGENT 

• HIS + HERS WATCHES FROM BAUME & MERCIER 

• TWO CASH PRIZES: $1,500 EACH 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. THE WORLD’S BEST AWARDS GIVEAWAY IS 
OPEN TO LEGAL RESIDENTS OF THE 50 UNITED STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AGE 
18 OR OLDER AT TIME OF ENTRY. TO ENTER AND VIEW SWEEPSTAKES FACTS AND COMPLETE 
OFFICIAL RULES, WHICH GOVERN THIS GIVEAWAY, VISITWWW.TLWORLDSBEST.COM. GIVEAWAY 
BEGINS AT 12:01 AM EASTERN TIME (“ET”) ON 11/2/15 AND ENDS AT 11:59 PM (ET) ON 
2/29/16. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. SPONSOR: TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. 



VIKING 

CRUISES 



THE LEADING HOTELS 
OF THF WORLD- 
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BAUME & MERCIER 
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THE WILD ONE 
ANGAMAMARA 

MASAI MARA, KENYA 
Perched on the edge of an 
escarpment overlooking the 
Masai Mara, the 30-suite 
Angama Mara has one of the 
world’s most spectacular 
settings: it’s where Out of Africa 
was filmed some 30 years 
ago. The place was designed 
so guests feel they are floating 
in air; you could easily spend 
all day in your beautifully 
appointed room— a modern take 
on campaign chic. But owners 
Nicky and Steve Fitzgerald, 
who helped build andBeyond 
into a safari powerhouse, have 
hired expert guides to tempt 
you onto the Mara plain below, 
where you can get up close and 
personal with the region’s di- 
verse wildlife, angama.com; dou- 
bles from $2,800, all-inclusive. 




THE REBEL WITH A CAUSE 
1 HOTEL SOUTH BEACH MIAMI BEACH 
South Beach is famous for many things— but 
truly comfortable, non-nightlife-centric hotels are 
not its strong suit. That’s what makes this ocean- 
front property, the debut effort from a new green- 
leaning brand, all the more refreshing. The smallest 
rooms start at a palatial 700 square feet; they have 
bathtubs you could almost swim in, cushy white 
sectionals, and king-size beds raised on reclaimed- 
wood platforms. The eco-friendly touches include a 
living wall on the fagade, organic-cotton sheets, 
and triple-filtered water in the taps (begone, plastic 
bottles). But this is Miami, after all— so there are 
four Instagram-worthy pools, including one on the 
rooftop, lhotels.com; doubles from $699. 
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BOTTOM: COURTESY OF 1 HOTEL SOUTH BEACH MIAMI 




Give us your body for a week and we’ll give 

you back your mind. Of all the great beach vacations and spas in the world, 

only The BodyHoliday offers you the very best of both in beautiful Saint Lucia. Tailor your vacation to your wishes and choose 


from a menu of wellness options, sports and gourmet pleasures. It’s all a body could ask for. To find out more about our 
exclusive reader offer call +1 888 877 4706 or visit www.thebodyholiday.com 


the bodyholiday 

Saint Lucia 
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THE RISK TAKER 

PMMPHnilSF POINT 

LAKE ST. CLAIR, TASMANIA 
If you build it, the^vill come. So 
thought Tassie entrepreneur 
Simon Currant, who had the 
crazy idea to transform a derelict 
1940s hydroelectric station, set 
deep in Cradle Mountain-Lake 
St. Clair National Park, into an 
18-room hotel. Stay in the 
Midcentury-inspired Pumphouse— 
dramatically set at the edge of 
a 787- foot-long pier— or in the Art 
Deco-style Shorehouse. Most 
guests rise early to go trout fishing 
or to walk the trails in search of 
pygmy possums, wallabies, and 
wombats. At night, everyone grabs 
glasses of local Pinot from one of 
the two honesty bars, and then 
swaps stories over celebratory 
communal feasts, pumphouse 
point.com.au; doubles from $200. 
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O FOR A FULL SLIDESHOW OF ALL 49 PROPERTIES, GO TO TAN DL. ME/IT LI ST. 


IT LIST 2016 WINNERS 

U.S. & CANADA \ 

BACCARAT HOTELS & 

RESIDENCES New York City 
CHICAGO ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION Chicago 
FAENA Miami Beach 
HOTEL EMMASan Antonio, Texas 
IVY HOTEL Baltimore 
L’HORIZON Palm Springs, 

California 

MAMA SHELTER Los Angeles 
1 HOTEL SOUTH BEACH 

Miami Beach 

PALACE HOTEL, LUXURY 
COLLECTION San Francisco 
SOUTH CONGRESS HOTEL 

Austin, Texas 

EUROPE 

ARCTIC LIGHT HOTEL 

Rovaniemi, Finland 

ASHFORD CASTLE 

Lough Corrib, Ireland 


BATTY LANGLEY’S London 
COTTON HOUSE HOTEL, 
AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION 

Barcelona 

DOMAINE DES ETANGS 

Massignac, France 

THE GAINSBOROUGH Bath, 
England 

HOTEL DES GALERIES Brussels 
HOUSE HOTEL Cappadocia, Turkey 
THE HOXTON Amsterdam 
JW MARRIOTT Venice 
LA FIERMONTINA Lecce, Italy 
LA GRANDE MAISON Bordeaux, 
France 

THE LANESBOROUGH London 
SANT FRANCESC HOTEL 
SINGULAR Palma de Mallorca, 
Spain 

SIX SENSES DOURO VALLEY 

Lamego, Portugal 

SOHO HOUSE Istanbul 


CARIBBEAN 

AMANERA Playa Grande, 
Dominican Republic (see page 130 
for more) 

BARBUDA BELLE Barbuda 
ONE&ONLY OCEAN CLUB Paradise 
Island, Bahamas 

MEXICO & CENTRAL & 

SOUTH AMERICA 

CASA FAYETTE Guadalajara, 
Mexico 

CASA MALCA Tulum, Mexico 

ESPERANZA, AN AUBERGE 
RESORT Cabo San Lucas, Mexico 
FOUR SEASONS HOTEL CASA 
MEDINA Bogota, Colombia 
INKATERRA HACIENDA 
URUBAMBA Sacred Valley, Peru 

AFRICA & 

THE MIDDLE EAST 

ANDBEYONDBENGUERRA 
ISLAND Mozambique 
ANGAMA MARA Masai Mara, Kenya 


BROWN BEACH HOUSE Tel Aviv 
MANDARIN ORIENTAL 

1 Marrakesh, Morocco 

SINGITA EBONY LODGE Sabi Sand 
j Game Reserve, South Africa 
WILDERNESS LINKWASHA CAMP 

] Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe 

I ASIA & THE SOUTH PACIFIC 

AHILYABYTHE SEA Goa, India 
MANDAPA, A RITZ-CARLTON 
| RESERVE Bali, Indonesia 
| PHUM BAITANG Siem Reap, 

I Cambodia 

\ SOUTH BEACH Singapore 

j TEMPLE HOUSE Chengdu, China 
1 

= AUSTRALIA 

HALCYON HOUSE Cabarita Beach 
| LIZARD ISLAND Great Barrier Reef 

OLD CLARE HOTEL Sydney (see 
j page 17 for more) 
j PUMPHOUSE POINT Lake St. Clair, 
j Tasmania 
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FROM NORTH TO SOUTH, EAST TO WEST, FLORIDA OFFERS EXCITING 
ESCAPES IN ALL DIRECTIONS. SOAK UP THE SUN, ENJOY THE FRESH CITRUS, 
AND BREATHE IN THE SALTY AIR WITH THESE GREAT DESTINATIONS. 
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TOP THINGS TO DO 


Aerial view of the 
Florida Keys 


FLORIDA 

KEYS& 
KEY WEST 
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KEY LARGO 

Just 67 miles from 
Miami, Key Largo is 
nicknamed the "Dive 
Capital of the World." 
Dive, snorkel, or kayak 
in the stunning John 
Pennekamp Coral 
Reef State Park, or 
wind through tropical 
hardwoods to the 
Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary. Then 
hide away at the U.S.'s 
only underwater hotel 
(you have to scuba dive 
to your room). 

ISLAMORADA 

A heaven for sport- 
fishing, Islamorada sits 
between the saltwater 
wilderness of Everglades 


National Park and the 

Florida Strait. Try your 
luck on an offshore 
fishing excursion, or 
hand-feed tarpon from 
the docks at Robbie’s 
Marina. Hike through 
lush nature trails at Long 
Key State Park, and 
then refuel at Pierre’s at 
Morada Bay, serving up 
Florida lobster and 
an inventive French 
fusion menu. 

MARATHON 

Unwind and enjoy the 
old-Keys lifestyle of 
this peaceful seafaring 
community. Take a 
short ride down the 
Overseas Highway 
and stop off for fresh 
seafood at one of the 
waterfront restaurants 
like Keys Fisheries 
Market and Marina and 
Barracuda Grill. Hike 
through a preserved 
tropical hardwood 
grove at Crane Point 
Museum, Nature Center 
& Historic Site. 

BIG PINE KEY & 

LOWER KEY 

Relax on a sandy beach 
and have a picnic in 



down Duval Street. 

Get a pic by the iconic 
Southernmost Point Buoy 
marking 90 miles to Cuba, 
and sip authentic cafe con 
leche from 5 Brothers. 
Rent bikes and pedal 
through the small streets 
lined with pastel conch 
houses to Fort Zachary 
Taylor Historic State Park 
for a swim— then detour 
to the historic fort. 


Little Duck Key and 
Veterans Memorial 
Park; then continue 
down U.S. 1 to Bahia 
Honda State Park 
and Recreation Area, 
deemed one of the most 
beautiful beaches in the 
country. See adorable 
Key deer at the National 
Key Deer Refuge, and 
go on a backcountry 
kayak adventure at No 
Name Key. 


KEY WEST 

In this eclectic beach 
town known for 
inspiring artists and 
writers, gallery-hop 


FOR MORE TRIP IDEAS, GO TO FLA-KEYS.COM OR CALL 800.FLA.KEYS. 


2016 TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 





ONLY ONE FLORIDA BEACH 
RISES ABOVE THE REST. 


If you think ail Florida beaches are the same, come visit legendary Amelia Island. 
With its historical inns, world-class seaside resorts, gracious Southern hospitality 
and 13 miles of unspoiled beaches, Amelia Island stands alone. 



2016 TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
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TOP THINGS TO DO 


AMELIA 

ISLAND 



Amelia Island 
Lighthouse , built 
in 1838 


AROUND TOWN 

Walk through the 
52-block Victorian 
historic district for 

a blend of past and 
present in the Isle 
of Eight Flags. In 
downtown Fernand ina 
Beach, which has around 
300 buildings listed on 
the National Register 
of Historic Places, 
check out cute shops 
and stylish restaurants 
housed in colorful 
brick facades. Head to 
Fort Clinch State Park 
on the north end for 
a fascinating dose of 
history dating back to 
the 1830s. Or visit 
during the Isle of Eight 
Flags Shrimp Festival 
( April 29-May 1 ) to 
sample seafood treats 
in what was the birth- 
place of the modern 
shrimping industry. 


ON THE TRAIL 

Explore the natural 
scenery on bike, 
horseback, kayak, or even 
stand-up paddleboard. 
Get an adrenaline rush 
with a Jet Sid tour, or 
cruise into the sunset 
on a chartered boat trip. 
See egrets, herons, and 
perhaps a few dolphins, 
manatees, or sea turtles 
with kayak excursions 





to the Talbot Island 
state parks, Timucuan 
Preserve, and Egan’s 
Creek. Saddle up for one 
of the famous horseback 
rides along the shoreline 
with expert equestrian 
guides, or bike through 
trails at the Omni Amelia 
Island Plantation and 
Egan’s Creek Greenway. 
For another option on 

| wheels, take a Segway 
tour of Fort George Island. 

I 

\ AT THE TABLE 
Savor small-town 
finds and exquisite 
restaurants like 


Verandah, specializing in 
upscale Southern fare. 
Order from a weekly 
seasonal menu at the 
AAA Five Diamond 
SALT at The Ritz- 
Carlton, Amelia Island, 
featuring more than 500 
wines and a growing 
collection of salts from 
around the world. Try 
David’s Restaurant for 
spectacular surf-and- 
turf, as well as a private \ 
wine room. Have dinner 
on the south end at 
BarZin Bistro & Wine Bar, 
a stylish neighborhood 
spot that also has a 


good Sunday brunch. Or 
opt for New American 
cuisine at Joe’s 2nd 
Street Bistro in the heart 
of Fernandina Beach. 



FIND MORE DISCOVERIES AND PLAN YOUR TRIP AT AMELIAISLAND.COM. 


ADVERTISEMENT 



Paddleboard 
fun (dogs are 
optional) 


on under-the-radar 
beaches in Inlet Beach, 
and take pics of the 
blue lupine flowers in 

Blue Mountain. 

ON THE TRAIL 

Chart out adventure 
with stand-up paddle- 
boarding, kayaking, or 
fishing on one of the 
many local waterways, 
including 15 rare 
coastal dune lakes. Or 
hike some 200 miles 
of trails in nearby state 
parks including Topsail 
Hill Preserve State Park 
in Dune Allen. Shop 
at one of the nation's 
largest designer outlet 
centers, or browse 
sophisticated boutiques 
and galleries. In the 
evening, show up for 
music, standup comedy, 
or a play at the Repertory 
Theatre in Seaside, 
called the Rep among 
locals, or see a band at 
Red Bar or Pandora’s in 
Grayton Beach. 


[ AT THE TABLE 

From gumbo to wine 
fests, South Walton 
serves up dishes as 
diverse as its 16 beach 
neighborhoods. Start 
your day with a fresh 
pastry and hot coffee 
at the cozy Fonville 
Press cafe in Alys 
Beach, have homemade 
milkshakes in Rosemary 
Beach, and try a slice 
of Bruno’s famous pizza 
in WaterSound. Head to 
Sandestin for its resort 
vibe and sophisticated 
dining at the AAA 
Four Diamond-rated 
Seagar’s or the clutch 
of eateries in the Village 


of Baytowne Wharf. In 

the secluded resort- 
style community of 

WaterColor, dine at the 
award-winning Fish 
Out of Water and shop 
for vino at Chan’s 
Wine World. 


TOP THINGS TO DO 

SOUTH 

WALTON 


AROUND TOWN 

In this northwest 
Florida haven, 
beach-hop through 
16 neighborhoods, 
each with a distinct 
personality and style. 
Check out the lively 
shops and restaurants 
in Miramar Beach; then 
spend an afternoon on 
the gorgeous sugar- 
white sand in Santa 
Rosa Beach. Start your 
morning with a run 
along Timpoochee Trail 
in Gulf Place, play golf 
in Seascape, or walk 
under oak and magnolia 
trees in Seagrove. Check 
out local businesses at 
the Peddlers Pavilion 
in Seacrest, unwind 


FOR MORE TRIP IDEAS, GO TO VISITSOUTHWALTON.COM. 
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SEASCAPE 


SANDESTIN 
DUNE ALLEN 
GULF PLACE 

SANTA ROSA BEACH - 
: " BLTTE Wrnmi 
GRAYTON BEACH 
WATERCOLOR 
SEASIDE 
SEAGROVE 
WATERSOUND 



SEACREST 
ALYS BEACH 
ROSEMARY BEACH 


A RETREAT 

FOR THOSE WHO DON'T 


INLET BEACH 

VisitSouthWalton.com Ofl® 


16 ACCLAIMED BEACHES NESTLED ALONG MILES AND MILES 
OF SUGAR-WHITE SAND, TURQUOISE GULF WATER AND AN 
ENDLESS OPPORTUNITY TO FIND YOUR PERFECT BEACH. 


33 Sandestin 

AJ and Beach Resort 
www.sandestin.com 



cottage rental agency 


5 * * 5 let, r u d a e n a 


Enj oy the top - ra ted resort Large st provider of vac ation 

on Florida's Gulf Coast rentals in Seaside, FL, 

sandestinxom/ leisure 855-232-1560 cotUgcrentaIagency.com I B77-261-7612 



Make sweet 
Soufhmi memories. 

southern resorts.com 88E-965-0V44 
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BEST OF 1 

FLORIDA 

2016 


A PERFECT DAY IN 


SOUTHWEST 

FLORIDA 


FORT MYERS 

Grab breakfast and 
coffee at Survey Cafe, a 
historic house-turned- 
cafe with an old Florida 
feel in nearby Bonita 
Springs. Then head to 
Fort Myers Beach via 
Lovers Key State Park, 
where you can rent bikes 
and kayaks, hike through 
woods, spot manatees, 
and fish. For lunch, 
drive up Estero Island 
to San Carlos Island’s 
Shrimp Boat Lane. Visit 
the Thomas Edison and 
Henry Ford winter es- 
tates, and then kick back 
at the Outrigger tiki bar 
for sunset. 

SANIBEL ISLAND 

Pick up freshly baked 
muffins and head out 
to spot some 220 bird 
species at the J.N. 

“Ding” Darling National 
Wildlife Refuge, named 
after the Pulitzer Prize- 
winning cartoonist. 

Snap a pic of the historic 
Sanibel Island Light, 
which has been a seaside 
landmark since 1884. 
After a casual lunch, take 


% 



a walk down the beach 
and hunt for the area's 
famous pastel seashells; 
shelling is so popular 
that locals call it the 
"Sanibel Stoop." 

NAPLES 

Settle into a luxury 
hotel and head out to 
sample Naples' famous 
dolce vita, including 
golf courses, world- 
class shopping, and 
fine dining. In the 
historic downtown 
area, meander along 
Fifth Avenue South 
and Third Street South 
for boutiques and art 
galleries; or drive past 
Vanderbilt Beach for 
more shops at the open- 
air Village on Venetian 
Bay. Have lunch at a 
waterfront restaurant 
and then spend the rest 
of the day on the beach. 

MARCO ISLAND 

Soak up the sun with 
a family-friendly 
adventure on the edge 
of the Everglades. 

Take an airboat tour 
through mangroves or 






grasslands from nearby 

Everglades City for a 

taste of Alligator Alley. 
Have a picnic in Collier 
Seminole State Park 
and go on a .9-mile- 
long nature walk; at the 
Briggs Nature Center, 
see wildlife from the 
half-mile boardwalk. 
Spend the late 
afternoon on the beach 
in Marco Island and 
have a seaside dinner. 


A Dunlin shorebird on the 
beach in Marco Island 
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Unmatched, floor-to-ceiling views of 
the Gulf of Mexico in every room 


n 


Gulf front dining 



BeachsideTiki Bar 


Full-service spa & fitness center 

25,000 square feet of state-of- ■ * ■ t a ■ t cuaiwuii kach n 

the-art Gulf front meeting space L 


OPAL SANDS 


USA Today-lauded 
“Best Beach in Florida” 


OPAL 


ADVERTISEMENT 



A PERFECT DAY IN 

EAST CENTRAL 

FLORIDA 


DAYTONA 

Find hidden gems along 
the seaside stretch from 
Daytona to Palm Beach, 
sometimes called the 
Space Coast, including 
secret beaches and 
manatee hangouts. Settle 
into a luxury hotel on 
the barrier island south 
of Daytona known as 
Daytona Beach Shores. 

In this mecca for racing 
enthusiasts, enjoy the 
novelty of cruising down 
the beach in your car; 
vehicles are allowed to 
drive on the sand at 
10 mph for a nominal fee. 
Relax with a cocktail by 
the beach or soak up the 
sun by the pool— then 
get pampered with a spa 
treatment like a Key lime 
margarita pedicure. 


CAPE CANAVERAL 

Begin with a visit to the 
iconic Kennedy Space 
Center, and stop off for 
tiki tacos at Crackers 
Island Grille. Then find 
the real and untouched 
Florida on the Cape 
Canaveral National 
Seashore, wandering 
along wooded trails or 
fishing in the lagoon 
on the longest expanse 
of pristine shore in the 
state. Catch a glimpse of 
bald eagles as you drive 
through this wildlife 
refuge to discover one 
of central Florida's 
best-kept secrets. 


Playalinda Beach. A 

good spot for surfing 
or decompressing away 
from the crowds, this 
pretty beach is open 
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
year-round. 

PALM BEACH 

Check into an arty 
boutique hotel in Palm 
Beach and explore the 
Norton Museum of Art. 
One of Florida's top 
cultural institutions, 
this modern museum 
houses American, 
Chinese, European, 
and contemporary art 
collections, as well as 
offering great programs 
like the popular Art After 
Dark series on Thursday 
nights. A mix of culture 
and entertainment, the 


series includes docent- 

led tours, music, films, 

wine tastings, and 

more (check the weekly 

schedule online for 

more details at norton. 

org). Flunt for retro 

finds on Antique Row 

in West Palm Beach 

and head to Cucina 

Del I ’Arte in Palm Beach 

for southern Italian 

cuisine, locally sourced 

seafood and produce, 

and late-night fun. 

E 

E 

E — 

E 

[ The Norton Museum 
[ of Art, a West Palm 
I Beach gem 
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855.454.0484 | sandpearl.com 
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UNIQUELY OPAL 
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SUNSET KEY COTTAGES 

A UTCUlTCIIUlt-IKJ* HfcAOTt 


island life... redefined 


PREPARE FOR AN 

experience that inspires 

AT SUNSET KEY COTTAGES, A LUXURY COLLECTION RESORT. KEY WEST. E 1.0 RIDA 

Voted *1 U.S. Resort in Travel + Leisure World's Best Awards 2015 

Dliciivrr an exqul&ttcl)’ intimate enclave of chjTmmjt individual Eutugalnv H l<r -laced callage*, 
lit etclulw beach, idyllic *pa. and delklou* waterfront dining. Fun, romance, and rebut ion await. 


24> Front Street, Key Wntt Ft .1.1 040 | Far retervatiam, pirate eait Jttiti, 2 36,6700 ar visit Sunset keyCanafet.tam 



ADVERTISEMENT 



WHERE TO STAY 

FLORIDA-CHIC 

RETREATS 




t 

SANDPEARL RESORT 

Clearwater Beach 

Situated on a pristine 
Gulf Coast beach, this 

[ 

fresh AAA Four Diamond 
resort balances natural 
beauty and modern 
design as the first 
Silver LEED Certified 
resort in Florida. Swim 
in the lagoon-style 
beachfront pool with 
private cabanas, take 
a hands-on organic 
cooking class with the 
executive chef, and 
refresh at the full-service 
spa featuring signature 
pearl treatments. Enjoy 
standout dining at 
Caretta on the Gulf, 
with seasonal picks for 


breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner, sandpearl.com 

SUNSET KEY 
COTTAGES, A LUXURY 
COLLECTION RESORT 
Key West Located on an 
exclusive island just 7 
minutes from Key West, 
this all-cottage resort 
was selected as the #1 
Resort in the U.S. by 
Travel + Leisure readers 
in the 2015 World's Best 
Awards. Enjoy a private 
one-, two-, three-, or 
four-bedroom space with 
a fully equipped kitchen 
and wrap-around porch, 
as well as a private beach 
and boutique spa. Snack 
on complimentary ice i 
cream delivered each 
day, dine at Latitudes 
restaurant, and try the 
resort's private-label rum. j 
sunsetkeycottages.com 

OPAL SANDS RESORT 

Clearwater Beach Book 
a stay at this newly 
opened, modern resort 
and take in gorgeous 
sunsets from your 
room: Each of the 230 
rooms and suites gets 
a view thanks to the 
innovative curve design 
of the building. Spend 
the day on one of the 



most beautiful beaches 
in Florida, or relax by 
the hotel's zero-entry 
pool. Try the farm- 
fresh— and fresh off the 
boat— ingredients at 
Sea-guini restaurant, as 
well as freshly squeezed, 
muddled, and pureed 
cocktails at Sandbar tiki 
bar. opalsandsresort.com 

THE RESORT AT 
LONGBOAT KEY CLUB 
Sarasota Escape to a 
secluded paradise on 
the Gulf of Mexico at 
this AAA Four Diamond 


beachfront resort and 
private club known for 
\ its world-class sports 
facilities, stellar dining, 
and lavish spa featuring 
over 50 island-inspired 
services. Enjoy 45 holes 
of championship golf, 

. or test your serve at 
\ the award-winning 
Tennis Gardens with 20 
Har-Tru courts. Among 
3 the many restaurants, 
sample classic Italian 
s fare at Portofino and 
3 creative American 
cuisine at Sands Pointe. 
longboatkeyclub.com 





BEST OF 

FLORIDA 

2016 


dery white 


d start your 
morning with a run 
down the beach or 

a quick swim. Go to 
the Clearwater Marine 
Aquarium to see 
Winter, the star of the 
movie Dolphin Tale , 
have a dolphin photo 
op to post online, and 
feed stingrays. Take a 
walk down the Beach 
Walk promenade— or 
try a surf lesson at the 
in door FlowRider wave 
pool, mimicking ocean 
surf. In the evening, 
check out Sunsets 
at Pier 60, a nightly 
festival featuring 
music, crafts, and 
street performers. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


A PERFECT DAY IN 

WEST CENTRAL 

FLORIDA 


SARASOTA 

Take it to the next level 
in the beach town that 
the Ringling Brothers' 
Circus once called 
its summer home. 
Indulge your inner 
interior decorator and 


tour the over-the-top, 
56-room Ca’ d’Zan 
Mansion, modeled 
on a Venetian Gothic 

palace, which was the 
Ringlings' onetime 

family home. See the 

largest collection of 
Rubens canvases in the 
world, and the largest 
miniature circus, at 
the John and Mable 
Ringling Museum of 
Art; or ogle the sharks, 
manatees, and stingrays 
at the Mote Marine 
Laboratory & Aquarium. 
Then go people- 
watching at St. Armands 
Circle, grabbing an ice 
cream cone at Kilwins 
and sampling the 
homemade flavors. 


BROOKSVILLE- 
WEEKI WACHEE 

Get ready for Florida’s 
Adventure Coast with 
a hearty pancake 
breakfast in Brooksville, 
located about 45 
minutes north of 
Tampa. See the world- 
famous mermaids of 
Weeki Wachee Springs 


State Park perform at 

Florida's only spring-fed 
waterpark, and 
explore Withlacoochee 
State Forest, which 
includes horse trails, 
off-road cycling, Croom 
motorcycle park, and 
wildlife viewing and 
bird watching. Have 
a fresh seafood lunch 
during scalloping season, 
from late June to late 
September. Go kayaking 
on the Mud River and ride 
along the award-winning 
42-mile Suncoast Parkway 
Trail. In the evening, 
check out a ghost 
tour at the Hernando 
Historical Museum. 
Jlohdasadventurecoast.com 


A serene tidal creek in 
Brooksville-Weeki Wachee 





THE BEST OF RESORT LIFE ON ISLAND TIME 




45 HOLES OF GOLF & 20 TENNIS 
COURTS 

8 UNIQUE DINING VENUES 
DEEP-WATER MARINA 
SIGNATURE SPA 
GULF FRONT POOL & BEACH 
WORLD CLASS ACCOMMODATIONS 


Uniquely Longboat. Uniquely You. 


longboatkeyclub.com | 855.454.0464 



The Resortat 
Longboat KTy Club 

Sarasota. Florida 


OPAL 

COLLECTION 

UNIQUE L Y .O PAL 
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TOP THINGS TO DO IN 


TAMPA 

BAY 


ON THE WATERFRONT \ 

When you want "Florida's ; 
Most" a perfect blend 
of excitement and 
relaxation, head for 
Tampa Bay. The newly 
opened Tampa Riverwalk 
connects the many 
highlights of Tampa's 
beautiful waterfront 
downtown— from The 
Florida Aquarium to 
the Tampa Bay History 
Center. Within minutes, 
visitors can reach 
everything from boating 
to delectable cuisine 
and the culture of cigar 
capital Ybor City. 


ARTS + CULTURE 

The Straz Center for 
the Performing Arts 

presents full seasons of 
major musicals, theater, 
ballet, and opera. The 
Tampa Museum of Art 
exhibits masterworks 
from antiquity to 
contemporary art, with 
recent retrospectives on 
such artists as Norman 
Rockwell and Andy 
Warhol. And the Florida 
Orchestra enriches 
Tampa Bay with nearly 
100 concerts annually, 
from Masterworks to 
Pops in the Park. 

i 




ON THE TRAIL 

Adventure seekers find 
the area's year-round 
sunshine perfect for 
golf, tennis, fishing, and 
paddling Gulfstream 
waters. Tampa boasts 
nearly 100 pristine 
golf courses. Fishing 
charters offer anglers 
access to one of 
Florida's top sportfishing 
playgrounds. And 
outfitters will launch 
paddleboards for you, 
so you can tour the very 
heart of Tampa Bay. 


AT THE TABLE 

Food is a revered part 
of Tampa's culture: a 
little spicy, always fresh, 
and often served with 
live entertainment. 
Renowned fine dining 
hot spots serve aged 
steaks, catch- of- the- day 
seafood, farm-to-table 
entrees, and lavish 
libations. The settings 
are just as fine as the 


BY THE GLASS 

Tampa is also home 
to some of the country's 
best craft breweries, 
led by Cigar City 
Brewing, winner of 
four Grand Champion 
awards at the 2015 
U.S. Beer Tasting 
Championship. The 
options for wine are just 
as rich, with top wine 
bars including Crumb & 
Cork in downtown and 
Cru Cellars in sleepy 
Palma Ceia. 


flavors— everything 
from sunset at 
waterfront bistros to 
the stately elegance of 

Bern’s Steak House. 


FOR MORE UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS, GO TO VISITTAMPABAY.COM. 


2016 TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 



Sparkling 
caught se 


CULINARY < 

discovery 


£ ^ ^ ?N> 

a i 


vistas complement the of talented 

afood and farm-to-table ^ mongthe Nation's best. Take 

,mpaBay.com 


f S\$!T 

$4 TAMPA BAY 

TREASURE AWAITS 



ADVERTISEMENT 




FLORIDA 

GOOD TO 
KNOW 



CLIMATE 

Each day, around 800 people move to Florida, 
which is the third most-populated state. Perhaps 
it's for the weather: The average temperature is 
81 to 83 degrees in summer across the state and 
70 degrees during winter in south Florida. 



GYJature’s ^rface 

0 \_^~Ion Ja } s 

Adventure Coast 

BROOK SVIUE * WEEKEWACHEE 

PLAN YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY 
800.601.4580 352.754.4405 FloridasAdventureCoast.com 


ACCESSIBILITY 

The state boasts 15 international airports— 
including Miami, Orlando, Fort Lauderdale - 
Hollywood, Tampa, and Southwest Florida in 
Fort Myers, which rank among the most traveled 
airports in the nation. 

HOTELS AND GOLF COURSES 

A hot spot for hotels and resorts, Florida has 
more than 370,000 hotel rooms and more golf 
courses than any other state in the U.S. Among 
its 1,250 courses, the highest concentration is 
in Palm Beach County, where the state's first 
18-hole golf course was built in 1896. 

BEACHES 

In total, Florida has 1,800 miles of coastline 
including 1,197 miles of sandy beaches. The 
Sunshine State also has the nation's second 
highest number of islands, with approximately 
4,500 isles greater than 10 acres large. 

REEFS 

Just off the Florida Keys, the Florida Reef is the 
only living coral barrier reef in the continental 
U.S. and the third largest coral barrier reef 
system in the world. It is most dense and 
spectacular near the John Pennekamp Coral 
Reef State Park and Key Largo. 

WETLANDS 

Encompassing 2,100 square miles and one 
of the largest mangrove forests in the world, 
the Everglades is actually one of the world's 
slowest moving rivers, running from the 
Kissimmee River to Lake Okeechobee. It is also 
the largest subtropical wetland ecosystem in 
North America. 
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WHERE TO STAY 


TRADEWINDS 
ISLAND RESORTS 


St. Pete Beach Plan a family-friendly getaway or a 
multigenerational get-together at these sister resorts 
located about 200 flip-flop steps apart on St. Pete 
Beach. Prepare to stay active with 201 activities 
and 14 on-site dining venues, making it impossible 
for anyone to get bored— especially kids. Bounce 
and play on the Floating Waterpark, go on a Triple 
WipeOut surf ride, peek behind the scenes of the 
massive tank built for the TV show Tanked , or meet 
sea critters at Guy's Great Touch Tank Experience. 
Evenings, make campfire s'mores and draft plans for 
the next day, which might include JetLev jet-pack 
flights, paddleboards, and seven heated pools (two 
are just for adults), justletgo.com/travel 


3 MUST-TRY 

ST. PETE BEACH DINING 

EXPERIENCES 

Go to RumFish Grill 

to see the giant fish 
tank and shop for 
Guy Harvey artwork. 

Have a date night 
without the kids at Palm 
Court Italian Grill. 

Do a casual pizza and 
ice cream night. 




Become a rockstar at a poolside invasion. Plunge down a 3-story water slide. 
Savor the flavors of campfire s’mores on the beach. Enjoy a star-splashed 
stroll along the beach. Sip tropical drinks at sand-in-your-toes beach bars. 

At TradeWinds, it’s more than just a beach vacation. 




ISLAND RESORTS ON ST. PETE BEACH 


877.563.1871 I JustLetGo.com/TRAVEL 
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FESTIVE FLORIDA 

MUST-DOS 

Save the date for these standout events 
around the Sunshine State. 



\ APRIL 2 

j FLORIDA DERBY 
Hallandale Beach See 

| the future stars of the 
Kentucky Derby at this 
event for three-year-old 
\ thoroughbred horses. 
gulfstreampark.com 

j 



! APRIL 9-10 

| ISLAND FEST 

Islamorada Build sand 
: castles, check out classic 
cars, and enjoy live 
music at this family- 
friendly celebration. 
islamoradachamber.com 


APRIL 14-17 

ANNUAL SANDESTIN 
WINE FESTIVAL 
Sandestin Enjoy four 
days of vintners' 
dinners, tastings, wine 
auctions, and more. 
sandestinwinefestival.com 

MAY 18-30 

THE ORLANDO FRINGE j 
Orlando Check out 
the 25th edition of the 
longest-running fringe 
festival in the U.S. 
orlandofringe.org 

MAY 28-29 
SUNSET MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 

Tampa Kick off Memorial 
Day weekend with this 
weekend-long electronic 
music party. 
smftampa.com 



JUNE 22-26 

EMERALD COAST BLUE j 
MARLIN CLASSIC 
Sandestin Angle for 
the top prize at this 
world-class sportfishing 
tourney, fshecbc.com 

: 

JULY 4 

4TH ON FLAGLER 
West Palm Beach 

Go bold for America's 
birthday with a 
waterfront street party, 
live music, and brilliant 
fireworks. 

wpb.org/4th-onflagler 



SEPTEMBER 1-30 

FLAVOR PALM BEACH 
Palm Beach Savor the 
best local dining for less 


! NOVEMBER 27 
I SPACE COAST 
MARATHON & 
HALF MARATHON 


with a month of deals, 
from surf-and-turf to 
burgers and fries. 
palmbeachfl.com 


Cocoa Village Be a star 
and run for charity at 
this annual event going 
through Riverfront Park. 
spacecoastmarathon.com 


SEPTEMBER 2-4 
BAYTOWN E WHARF 
ART WALK 

Sandestin Enjoy art from 
top southeast galleries 
under the moonlight at 
the Village of Baytowne 
Wharf, sandestin.com 


OCTOBER 13-16 

CLEARWATER JAZZ 
HOLIDAY 
Clearwater Catch 
legendary and up-and- 
coming musicians at 
this long-running fest. 
clearwaterjazz.com 



DECEMBER 1-4 
ART BASEL 
MIAMI BEACH 



Miami Beach Mingle 
with the world's premier 
galleries— and their 
glamorous patrons— 
at this buzzy art fest. 
artbasel.com 
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Border 
i Intelligence 

You have a passport— what else is there to know? Plenty. 
From how to breeze through immigration around 

the world to what new security concerns will mean 
for your next trip, here are the answers to all the questions 
you didn’t know to ask. illustrations by tina berning 




/upgrade 


6L0BAL ENTRY, 
EVERYWHERE 

You know how to speed through immigra- 
tion at home— but did you know that there 
are ways to zip across foreign borders, 
too? A number of countries have expedit- 
ing programs similar to Global Entry, and 
many let U.S. citizens sign up. Here’s how 
to skip the line. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND I SMARTGATE 

Who can use it U.S. citizens 16 and older 
for Australia; 12 and up for New Zealand. 
What you get Instead of being screened in 
person, you scan your passport at an auto- 
mated portal and give the resulting receipt 
to customs after baggage claim. 

Howto enroll No preregistration required: 
just Look for the SmartGate signs. 

What it cosl Free. 



STATES Egypt 


GUATEMALA 


98 147 53 


44 



The 
Power 
Rankings 

ALL passports 
are not created 
equal. Here’s 
how many 
countries they 
can get their 
citizens into, 
visa-free. 


141 


124 


47 


Him 

119 

COSTARICA 

110 


SOURCE: Passport Index 


DUBAI I SMART GATE 

Who can use it All U.S. citizens. 

What you get Join to bypass traditional 
immigration Lines for an automated entry- 
way. Step in, scan your passport, and 
have your facial features matched to the 
ID to activate the doors. 

How to enroll Register at an airport im- 
migration office. 

What it cosl Free. 

GERMANY I EASYPASS 

Who can use it U.S. citizens 18 and over. 
What you get Members can skip immi- 
gration booths at Hamburg, Dusseldorf, 
Frankfurt, and Munich airports and head to 
eGates to scan their passports for entry. 
How to enroll Apply at a German Federal 
Police center; there are Locations in 
Frankfurt Airport and Munich Airport. 

What it costs Free. 

MEXICO I VIAJERO CDNFIABLE MEXICO 

Who can use it U.S. citizens who are 
Global Entry members. 


What you get Expedited entry via auto- 
mated kiosks at airports. 

How to enroll Apply online and schedule 
an in-person interview, at which you’ll be 
fingerprinted and photographed. 

What it costs About $80 for five years. 

THE NETHERLANDS I PRIVIUM 

Who can use it U.S. citizens who are 
Global Entry members. 

What you get This program offers speed- 
ier border and security passage at the 
country's Largest airport, Amsterdam 
SchiphoL. The Plus Level comes with priority 
parking, access to a members' Lounge with 
free Wi-Fi and snacks, and business-class 
check-in with more than a dozen airlines. 
How to enroll Apply online or in person at 
SchiphoL; you’ll be asked to come in for a 
retinal scan, which will be used to confirm 
your identity at entry kiosks. 

What it costs About $130 a year for the 
Basic plan; about $220 for Plus. 

SOUTH KOREA I SMART ENTRY SERVICE 

Who can use it U.S. citizens who have 


Tip | HUSTLE WITH LESS HASSLE No Global Entry? The new 
Mobile Passport Control app (for iOS and Android) lets you access 
express immigration lanes at participating airports. Download 
the app and when you land, use it to fill out a customs form and 
submit a selfie; you’ll get a QR code that an officer can scan with 
your passport. “Think of it like a tollbooth,” says John Wagner of 
U.S. Customs & Border Control. “Global Entry is your E-ZPass lane; 
this is your exact-change lane.” The service will be rolled out to 
20 of the busiest U.S. airports this year. 


Global Entry and are at Least 17 years old. 
What you get Use of electronic gates at 
Incheon, Gimpo, and Gimhae airports. 
How to enroll Apply on the Global Entry 
website. If approved, you have six months 
to visit an enrollment center in Korea. 
What it costs $100 for five years. 

UNITED KINGDOM I REGISTERED TRAVELLER 

Who can use it U.S. citizens 18 and 
over who have visited the U.K. at Least 
four times in the past year, or have a visa. 
What you get Use of express entry 
Lanes at nine British airports, including 
Heathrow and Gatwick, as well as at 
Eurostar terminals in Brussels, Paris, 
and Lille, France. 

How to enroll Apply online. 

What it costs About $100. 


Q&A Ch-ch-changes? 


I recently lost a 
Lot of weight, and 
don’t look much 
like the photo in 
my passport. 

Do I need to get a 
new one? 

Yes. According to 
the U.S. Depart- 
ment of State’s 
Bureau of Consular 
Affairs, if you’ve 
gained or lost a 
lot of weight, had 
facial surgery, 


been disfigured, 
or otherwise dra- 
matically changed 
your appearance, 
it’s wise to get a 
new passport, with 
a new photo— or 
risk running into 
problems at the 
border. A tool on 
the State Depart- 
; ment’s website 
; (travel.state.gov) 
helps, letting you 
' center and resize a 
digital photo. 
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GONE, BABY, GONE 

Passport Lost or stolen? Follow these 
steps at home and abroad. 

II LOOK AGAIN 

Though your first instinct may be to 
call the authorities, have someone else sift 
through your belongings with fresh eyes, 
advises Brenda Sprague, deputy assistant 
secretary for passport services for the U.S. 
Department of State. “Once it’s been report- 
ed lost, too bad," she says. The document 
is canceled, and details go into Interpol’s 
Stolen and Lost Travel Documents data- 
base. Anyone, including you, who is caught 
trying to use a document that's been re- 
ported missing could be detained— and at 
the very least will be denied entry or board- 
ing. So have a pal check your pockets, 
drawers, safes, suitcases, and other bags. 

If you’re at home, be sure to search the 
clothes you were wearing the last time you 
used your passport. 


21 CALL IT IN 

If you’re overseas and you’re certain the 
passport is gone, contact a U.S. embassy 
or consulate as soon as you can; a staff 
member will take the report and tell 
you how to get an emergency passport. 
(The embassy generally can’t issue docu- 
ments on weekends or holidays.) You’ll 
have to pay a fee, and should arrive with 
identification and a new passport photo. 
Emergency passports are good for a year; 
when you get home you can exchange 
it for a regular book at no charge. If your 
passport goes missing at home, you can 
file a report on the State Department's 
website. You’ll have to apply for the replace- 
ment in person. 

31 REVIEW YOUR PLANS 

Some countries— including France— may 
not allow you in with an emergency pass- 
port, because it lacks the electronic data 
chip embedded in a regular version. Man- 
age your itinerary accordingly. 


The New Look 

Later this year, the U.S. will start 
issuing passports with a new 
design, created to be more re- 
sistant to fraud and forgery. We 
don't know what it looks like, so 
we can’t show you, but here are 
some of the changes to expect. 

Paper Gets Cut 

The bio page will be made from 
polycarbonate that allows the photo 
and data to be laser-engraved on it. 

Laser with an Angle 

Tearing out or subbing in pages will 
be more difficult, since the pass- 
port number will be cut through all 
pages with conical laser perforation, 
which makes holes that get smaller 
from front to back. 

Inks Are Inventive 

Some designs on the pages will be 
raised, or “tactile." Special ink will 
appear to be green or gold, depend- 
ing on the viewing angle. 


Tip | KEEP AN EYE ON 
EXPIRATION Even with a 
valid passport, you can be 
barred from certain coun- 
tries, such as Switzerland, 
that require travel docu- 
ments to be good for at 
least three months after 
your planned departure. 


When to 
Renew 

It normally takes 
four to six 
weeks to get a 
new passport— 
but timing 
is a big factor. 
Avoid the 
busiest months 
for a faster 
turnaround. 


TOTAL U.S. PASSPORT APPLICATIONS AND RENEWALS 

0 250 000 500,000 750,000 1,000,000 1,250,000 1,500,000 1,750,000 

1 J 1 f f 1 


OCT 2014 868,122 J 

NOV 2014 BEST MONTH TO GET A PASSPORT 713,239 j | 

DEC 2014 818,309 

JAN 2015 1,094,648 


MAR 2015 
APR 2015 
MAY 2015 
JUN 2015 
JUL 2015 


WORST MONTH TO GET A PASSPORT 1,560,047 
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PASSPORT-FREE 
TRAVEL IN EUROPE: 

IS IT DEAD? 

Terrorist attacks, a refugee crisis, and 
fears about future security threats 
may put an end to unrestricted travel 
on the Continent. 

Last November, hours after terrorists 
Launched a series of deadly attacks in 
Paris, French president Frangois Hollande 
made a declaration: for security's sake, the 
country’s borders would be closed. It was 
easier said than done— how do you shut 
the hundreds of roads that enter France 
from Belgium, Germany, Italy, Spain, and 
Switzerland?— and the government soon 
clarified, saying it would implement border 
checks. Still, it was a pivotal moment for 
Europe, most of which has been border- 
free for more than 20 years. 

Since the 1990s, 26 countries have 
removed controls at their boundaries, cre- 
ating a zone known as the Schengen Area. 

It was a boon to commerce and to tourism; 
traveling around Europe became as easy as 
passing between U.S. states. But terrorist 
attacks and a wave of migrants and refu- 
gees from the Middle East and Africa have 
called all that into question. 

In September, with an estimated 8,000 
refugees per day entering Europe, Germany 
implemented checks at the Austrian bor- 
der, inspecting cars on main highways 
and stopping trains in an effort to control 
the flow; the Netherlands started review- 
ing passports on its German border. After 
November's attacks, checkpoints were 
imposed between France and Belgium in- 
definitely. In early January, Sweden started 
requiring travelers to show ID when com- 
ing from Denmark, and Denmark imposed 
checks on the German border. The mea- 
sures weren’t aimed at leisure travelers, 
but canceled trains and, in some cases, 
hours-long waits at highway checkpoints 
took their toll. 


Since then, the delays in Germany have 
abated, says Jens Alberts, a spokesman 
for the German Consulate General in New 
York. And besides, he adds, travelers' paths 
are unlikely to overlap much with those of 
refugees. Use van Overveld, a spokesper- 
son for the Dutch embassy, said there have 
not been any significant delays for flights to 
the Netherlands. "I don't think tourists will 
feel any different today when they travel 
to the Netherlands than when they were in 
the country a year ago," she says. 

However, travelers are still likely to be 
impacted at airports, train stations, sport- 
ing events, and holiday gatherings, and to 
see more of a law-enforcement presence, 


says Scott Hume, associate director of 
security operations at travel-risk agency 
Global Rescue. Visitors should be prepared 
for longer lines and more intense scrutiny 
of documents. 

Things could change quickly if another 
attack occurs. And even if it doesn't, policy 
shifts may slow down travel. At press time, 
the European Union was considering beef- 
ing up its external border-control force, 
called Frontex. Some politicians were 
calling for the end of Schengen altogether. 
Commentators for the Financial Times, 

Der Spiegel, and others have speculated 
that the end of a borderless Europe may be 
upon US.-MALENA CAROLLO 


The Case 
for Covers 

A scuffed, stuffed pass- 
port may be a badge of 
honor— but it can also de- 
rail a trip. Border officers 
can reject a document 
for being dog-eared, 
torn, or otherwise beat- 
up. A passport case can 
prevent problems, and 
these might get a second 
look-in a good way. 


1. Cedar Street Dot 
Passport Holder, $78; 
katespade.com. 

2. Clare V. Leather 
Passport Case, $115; 
clarev.com. 

3. Byredo Passport 
Case, $250; byredo. 
com. 

4. Passport Case in 
Intrecciato Nappa, 
$340; bottegaveneta. 
com. 


4 


5. Valextra Passport 
Holder 3CC, $490; 
valextra.com. 
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Tip | YOU CAN DOUBLE UP At the end of 2015, the U.S. stopped adding extra pages to full passports. 
If your book runneth over, when you renew you can choose a 52-page document instead of the 
standard 28-pager. Or, shoot for a duplicate: the State Department will issue two passports to very 
frequent travelers— like airline pilots— who may have to apply for multiple visas at one time. The 
process is the same as for a renewal (including the fee); however, you also have to submit a written, 
signed statement explaining why you need an extra passport and promising that, if you lose 
one, you’ll report it ASAP. 
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O SEE COOL PASSPORT ART, FROM FLIP-BOOKS TO HIDDEN 
PICS, AT TANDL.ME/PASSPORTART. 
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EXTRAORDINARY EXPERIENCES AND SERVICES 

FROM THE TRAVEL+LEISURE WORLD’S BEST AWARD WINNERS IN SUPPORT OF SAFE AND 
SUSTAINABLE DRINKING WATER FOR ALL, VIA A UNIQUE PARTNERSHIP WITH WATERHEALTH 
INTERNATIONAL, GLOBAL WATER CHALLENGE AND CHARITYBUZZ. 
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/MARCH 2016/Awalking safari in Australia’s outback | 

Lost-in-time charms in Dorset, England | The Dominican Republic’s 
most luxurious new resort The irrepressible energy of Kiev, Ukraine 



In the South Australian outback, an ambitious tourism and conservation project is returning 
a 60 , 000 -acre former sheep ranch back into a habitat for threatened species of 
native flora and fauna. Kevin West takes a walk among the wallabies and wedge-tailed eagles 
and finds new meaning in the idea of natural selection. I Photographs by Jesse Chehak 
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and felt around the edge of my sleeping bag for 
my hiking boots. I shook out my glasses and phone 
to check the time: 4:20 a.m. A canopy of stars was 
spread overhead. The notched fin of the Elder Range 
cut a dark silhouette against the speckled depths. 

I watched the sky until I saw a meteor’s cold streak 
and then fell back to sleep. 

The next time I woke up, it was 6:03. First light 
was on its way but hadn’t yet arrived: the constella- 
tions were still clear. Fifteen minutes later, dawn 
had rinsed them all away, leaving the sky pale and 
flat. A butcher-bird sang and was answered by 
another behind the camp. Color seeped into the fore- 
ground, which before had been rendered in grays. 

At 6:30, the rocky face of the Elder Range caught the 
sky’s reflection and glowed pink, as if it were the 
source of all light. Finally, after an hour of watching 
the day arrive, I saw the first direct rays of sun hit 
the mountains, and the notched ridge blazed orange, 
a visual cymbal clash. 

It was the start of another day of bushwalking at 
Arkaba, a 60,000-acre private nature conservancy 


at the edge of South Australia’s outback. A small 
group of guests and I, led by a Zimbabwean guide 
named Paul Bester, had begun our walking safari two 
days earlier in the adjacent Flinders Ranges National 
Park. That first morning we had traversed Wilpena 
Pound, a natural amphitheater formed by 500 mil- 
lion years of erosion, or by two giant sleeping snakes, 
depending on whether you consult geologists or 
Aboriginal Adnyamathanha storytellers. After lunch 
we’d crossed onto Arkaba land, and for the rest of 
the walk we had been alone on the property, further 
isolated by the lack of cellular communication and 
electricity. As we followed streambeds lined with 
seemingly immortal river red gums and climbed bro- 
ken hills on the way to the Elder Range, my sense of 
time slowed from the frantic speed of the Internet to 
the pace of an unhurried walk. By the third morning, 
when I lay in my bedroll and watched the sun rise, 

I could tell that my patience, the ability to sit unboth- 
ered by the urgencies of daily life, had been renewed 
by the raw Australian landscape. I felt recomposed. 

I had come to this part of the outback, 250 miles 
north of Adelaide, to witness not just the dramatic 
splendor of the landscape but also the transforma- 
tion of Arkaba from a 19th-century sheep station 
into a 21st-century model of ecological tourism. On 



my stopover in Sydney, I met Charles Carlow, the 
head of Wild Bush Luxury, which owns Arkaba. He 
explained how the property is working to rid its land 
of invasive species, to reintroduce native flora and 
fauna, and to create an intimate connection between 
visitors and their surroundings so that they leave 
with a deeper understanding of the ecological stakes. 

“Most Australians have no idea that we have the 
greatest rate of mammal extinction in the world,” he 
told me over lunch. “It’s not something they think 
about. Australia is highly urbanized — similar to the 
U.S. — and the divide between the city and the bush 
becomes greater all the time.” 

Carlow got interested in conservation-based 
tourism as a result of a trip to Kenya when he was 
12 years old, and he modeled the Arkaba Walk, a 
three-day trek between remote camps, on the tradi- 
tional African safari. The Arkaba Walk is subtler. 
Much of the appeal is that this, as Carlow pointed 
out, is some of the most accessible outback in the 
country. And some of the most beautiful. 

“For us, Arkaba isn’t about the accommodations, 
but what we do with the outdoors,” he said. “You’re 
not paying for spa amenities but for the privilege 
of sharing sixty thousand acres with only ten other 
people. It’s very special — very Australian.” 


Many of the highlights called for a naturalist’s 
magnifying glass rather than a telephoto lens: 
spotting dingo tracks in an area where they suppos- 
edly had been exterminated; learning to identify 
Salvation Jane, a pretty wildflower that is also a 
rampantly invasive weed; watching a column of ants 
bridge a spring- fed trickle by linking their near- 
weightless bodies into a living pontoon. Such signs 
and wonders required Bester’s sharp eye and 
thoughtful explanations. The Arkaba Walk was like 
a semester-long introduction to Australian ecology 
spread over the course of 27 rambling miles. 

At the heart of Arkaba is the property’s intensive 
efforts to undo the ecological damage caused 
since sheep farmers settled the area in 1851. When 
Wild Bush Luxury bought Arkaba, the property’s 
“low country had been grazed to buggery,” Carlow 
told me. He initiated a conservation plan to phase 
out grazing by 2013, and today many parts of the 
property are “in relatively good nick,” he said, 
despite ongoing pressure from feral goats. A fence 
that separates Arkaba from its neighbor clearly 
demonstrated the results: there was significantly 
more vegetation on the ungrazed land. As a result, 
the local population of kangaroos and emus has 
boomed, and Arkaba’s guides also report sightings of 


From far Left: 
The outback's 
iconic cypress 
and gum trees; 
a western red 
kangaroo; 
Wilpena Pound, 
a 25,000-acre 
mountain- 
ringed bowL 
where sheep 
once grazed. 




The traiL at 
Arkaba 
Homestead, 
where guests 
compLete the 
three-day 
bushwalks. 
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the yellow-footed rock wallaby, something of a 
mascot for the conservancy. The species was once 
hunted for pelts, and more recently its survival has 
been threatened to near- extinction by predation 
and habitat loss. “We now have two colonies,” Carlow 
said. “That didn’t exist two years ago.” 

But removing sheep was the easy part. Arkaba’s 
ongoing conservation efforts focus on the more 
pernicious threat of foxes and feral cats. Their im- 
pact on wildlife and birdlife has been profound. 

“The cats and foxes nailed a lot of small marsupi- 
als and small mammals before anyone knew what 
was happening,” Carlow said. As much as 10 percent 
of Australia’s endemic mammal species have gone 
extinct since colonization, he added, and some areas 
of the country have lost 75 percent of their small 
mammals and marsupials in the past 10 years, leav- 
ing many of these species now in collapse. 

In this sense, Arkaba represents a microcosm 
of a global ecological calamity — the damage done 
by exotic species. The American landscape is a cata- 
logue of noxious weeds and invasive pests that 
have disrupted native ecosystems: Japanese kudzu 
in the South, African tamarisk in the Southwest, 
Amazonian water hyacinth and Burmese pythons 


spreading through the Everglades, Russian zebra 
mussels choking the Great Lakes, Asian carp invad- 
ing the Mississippi River system, and European 
brown rats everywhere. The impact of invasive 
species is particularly acute on islands. In Hawaii, 
bird populations have crashed since the introduction 
of rodents and voracious tree snakes. On a much 
larger scale, New Zealand’s struggle to eradicate ex- 
otic species has risen to the level of a national emer- 
gency, and victory is declared on the poignantly small 
scale of a few dozen square miles at a time. A suc- 
cessful case study is the tiny, subantarctic Campbell 
Island, where the government removed cattle and 
sheep before successfully eradicating rats in 2001, 
leading to the recovery of seabird populations and 
other endemic species that were on the brink of 
extinction. In the far South Atlantic, the government 
of the Falkland Islands launched the world’s largest 
successful crusade against rats on South Georgia 
Island, a 1,450-square-mile bird sanctuary; the 
next step was to eliminate reindeer introduced by 
Norwegian whalers for meat over a century ago. 

Australia is also an island ecosystem, though 
it’s an exceptionally large one. Its fragile ecology has 
been reshaped by some 130 invasive species that 
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have arrived since colonial settlement. And while 
Arkaba’s conservation work represents a mere speck 
on the continent, it nonetheless provides an example 
of how an intense conservation push can begin to 
mitigate the damage done by out-of-control pests. 

“We can’t presume nature will take care of itself,” 
said Arkaba’s chief conservationist, Brendon Bevan. 
“We’ve affected nature, and only we can rectify it.” 

All of this I learned by degrees during my 
visit, starting with the first night’s dinner at the 
Homestead, a 19th-century stone farmhouse 
converted into comfortable if not extravagant lodg- 
ings. I drove five hours up from Adelaide and arrived 
in time to meet Bester and Bevan over a glass of 
Riesling from the nearby Clare Valley. The other 
guests had already arrived: a retired couple in their 
late sixties from New Zealand, a high-powered 
pair of Sydney professionals, and a single woman 
in her thirties who was originally from Adelaide but 
now lives in Los Angeles. Bevan and Bester left 
us after drinks around the bonfire, and we sat down 
for a homey meat-and-potatoes dinner alfresco. 

The next morning we set out for the national 
park, half an hour away. Arkaba staffers would ferry 
our bags between camps, which were glamping- style 


accommodations with bucket showers, and cook 
our meals. The semiarid landscape reminded me 
somewhat of Utah’s red-rock country — dry gulches, 
rusty bluffs, scattered scrub trees, and tufty grass. 

It was late August, nearly the start of the antipodean 
spring, and I was surprised by the cool weather and 
relatively verdant vegetation. I’d been expecting a 
Mad Max dustscape. Bester explained that summer 
heat parches the ground every year and that the 
entire region is subject to lengthy droughts and peri- 
odic wildfires. The wet-season growth I saw was 
what originally attracted settlers to the region, but it 
was only deceptively lush. Unaware of Australia’s 
drought cycle, herders overstocked the land with up 
to 100 sheep per square mile, destroying native plant 
communities and leading to catastrophic stock loss- 
es when the rains failed. Invasive weeds followed 
in the flocks’ wake. Creek beds were hardest hit, and 
Bevan’s wife, Kat, describes the thick stands of exot- 
ics along Arkaba Creek — some 30 species including 
ward’s weed, soursob, nettle-leaved goosefoot, and 
African boxthorn — as a “hectic catastrophe.” The 
aggressive spread of Salvation Jane across former 

(Continued on page 147) 
THE DETAILS Getting there and bushwalking, page 142 


From far Left: A 
rainbow bee- 
eater; the entry- 
way of Arkaba 
Homestead, the 
property's his- 
toric lodge; 
accommoda- 
tions at Elder 
Camp, a stop on 
the bushwalk. 
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The Wessex Military 
Band performs at 
Bridport Market. 





When Jon Lee Anderson spent a year in the Dorset town of Lyme Regis as a teenager, it was an 

unfashionable hinterland with nonexistent heating and unspeakable food. Much has changed in the 
decades since— which is why the writer found himself returning to the area, and staying for good. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARTIN MORRELL 
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PICTURESQUE HARBOR TOWN MINE EXTREME WESTERN EDGE OF DORSET, ON 
ENGEAND’S SOUTHWESTERN COAST LYME, AS TNE LOCALS CAFE IT, 


was a genteel backwater that had had its heyday in 
Victorian times. Not much about Lyme, or the county 
of Dorset for that matter, was still in fashion, but 
Lyme remained a place favored by a certain type of 
Englishman for its sweeping views, fresh sea air, and 
bracing country walks. Lyme was also appealingly 
hidden away; the tiny roads connecting it with neigh- 
boring Dorset towns and villages — Charmouth, 
Chideock, Bridport, and Abbotsbury — and those in 
Devon immediately to the west — Seaton, Beer, 
and Branscombe — were often so narrow that two 
cars could not pass abreast, and the red double-decker 
bus that plied the route often scraped the branches 
of overgrown trees. 

Lyme also enjoys a couple of quirky claims to 
historic significance. In 1811, a 12-year-old girl named 
Mary Anning and her brother, Joseph, found the 
world’s first complete skeleton of an ichthyosaur, a 
prehistoric sea creature that once lived in the waters of 
Lyme Bay. There are fossils all along the bay, in fact, 
and new ones are constantly being discovered and cart- 
ed off by fossil hunters, especially after rains, which 
occasionally bring down huge chunks of the cliffs that 
line the coast. Lyme was also where the Duke of 
Monmouth began his ill-fated rebellion against King 
James II in 1685, and the beach where he landed 
with his army of followers is still named after him. 

A simple scree of rock lashed by the waves, the 
upper part of Monmouth Beach has been colonized by 
a line of quaint wooden beach huts where, on cool days, 
English families shelter to boil pots of tea, nibble on 
biscuits, sit in folding chairs, and stare silently out 
at the ocean. Jutting out from the beach is an ancient 
stone harbor called the Cobb. Within its ramparts, 
a cluster of dinghies and jaunty little fishing boats bob 
at anchor when the tide is in, and perch at odd angles 
on the muddy seabed when it is out. 

On either side of Lyme, the coastline is punctuated 
by a dramatic row of cliffs that rises and falls above 
the beach for miles. A pyramid-like peak more than 
600 feet high, Golden Cap is the centerpiece of this for- 
mation. Its grass-clad flanks are dotted with sheep, 
and its soaring sandstone peak is blanketed with 
heather and hardy trees that extend all the way down 
to the rocks massed at sea’s edge. 

When we moved to Lyme, the novelist John Fowles 
lived there, in an elegant Georgian house on a hill 
with a walled garden overlooking the Cobb. Fowles set 


his most famous novel, The French Lieutenant’s 
Woman, in Lyme Regis, and portions of the movie ad- 
aptation starring Meryl Streep were filmed there, too. 
Fowles was a reclusive man; in the year we lived in 
Lyme, I often looked up from the Cobb at his large win- 
dows hoping to catch a glimpse of him, but never did. 

My family came to this remarkable little corner of 
the world as the result of a spat between my parents. 
After dragging my mother, me, and my four brothers 
and sisters to a half dozen countries over the previous 
15 years, my father finally decided to leave the U.S. 
foreign service, and our most recent base in Washing- 
ton, D.C. He had also expressed a desire to immigrate 
to Australia. My mother, a writer of children’s books 
and a woman of iron resolve, had fiercely opposed 
his damn-it- all urge to escape to the outback, and soon 
enough, having prevailed, she informed us that we 
were not moving to Australia, but to England. She 
went on ahead of us to find us our new home and, after 
a silence of several weeks, called to let us know that 
we were going to live in Lyme Regis, which, naturally 
enough, none of us had ever heard of. 

My mother always claimed that she had discovered 
Lyme by accident, after beginning her reconnaissance 
in Dover and traveling westward along England’s 
southern coast toward Cornwall. Whether there was 
more to it than that we never knew, but she was cer- 
tainly entranced by West Dorset’s beauty and liked 
the fact that it was known as Thomas Hardy country. 
Hardy lived in the county seat of Dorchester, about 
25 miles east of Lyme, and wrote about the area, 
its people, and its towns and villages as they existed in 
Victorian times. 

We lived in Lyme Regis for a year. As Americans, 
we were exotic additions to an otherwise uniformly 
English town. I don’t recall any children of a different 
nationality or race at Woodroffe, the school we 
attended — a hilltop scattering of neo- Gothic buildings 
and postwar prefab huts. 


There wasn’t even an Indian 
restaurant in the town. Nor 
were there many other restau- 
rants to speak of, for that mat- 
ter. In the 27 years that had 
passed since the end ofWorld 
War II, Great Britain had lost 
its Empire, and the country 
was poor. 


OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE 
FROM TOP LEFT: The 
beach at Lyme Regis; 
grilling onions at the River 
Cottage summer fair; a 
List of shipping tariffs 
from 1879 on the Cobb; 
a view of the cLiffs near 
Bridport; the bar at the 
Seaside Boarding House, 
in Burton Bradstock. 
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The view from a guest 
room at the Masons Arms, 
in Branscombe. 



OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE 
FROM TOP LEFT: FuLL 
English breakfast at the 
Masons Arms; a view of 
Lyme Bay from the Seaside 
Boarding House; the bar at 
Hix Oyster & Fish House; 
tabLe tennis overlooking 
the beach in Lyme Regis; 
fishing nets in the Cobb. 
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When it came to eating out, almost everything 
revolved around fish-and-chips served in newspaper 
cones, liberally doused with vinegar and salt. Meat 
was something reserved for Sundays, when families 
that could afford it dined on roast beef, or gammon 
(a cut of ham), or steak-and-kidney pie. Social life re- 
volved around the town’s clutch of pubs and teahouses, 
where customers drank gin or pints of bitter and ate 
things like baked beans on toast, tea cakes (toasted 
raisin buns), and hot tea with milk and sugar. Coffee 
was not really coffee, but a chicory tincture mixed into 
hot water, and juice was not really juice, but an artifi- 
cial concoction known as cordial. In my memories of 
that time, everyone was skinny and had gray teeth. 

Excitement on Saturday nights consisted of dances, 
called “discos,” that were put on at various village halls, 
or expeditions with other underage lads to buy bottles 
of cheap alcoholic cider at the back door of the town’s 
scruffiest pub. The local brew was called “scrumpy,” 
and was very strong. We concealed our booty in the 
pockets of our army-surplus greatcoats and went to 
drink it in darkness along the Marine Parade, a prom- 
enade that runs along the seafront at the base of town. 

Roaming around at night, we almost always found 
ourselves in conversation with a short, stout fisherman 
named Stewart. He was legendary because no one in 
Lyme could outdrink him. Three pints of scrumpy are 
enough to make most people pretty drunk, but Stewart 
could drink 15 in a single session and still walk in a fair- 
ly straight line. He worked on the trawlers that fished 
for cod in the waters off Iceland, and when he was on- 
shore, he always came into town to get drunk. He had 
muttonchop whiskers and wore a cloth cap and a tight- 
ly buttoned three-piece suit. Pink- faced and swaying 
slightly, Stewart would regale us with tales of how he 
and his fellow fishermen had to be lashed to the deck of 
their vessel so the cold Arctic water that crashed over 
them did not wash them overboard. 

At Woodroffe, we were obliged to wear navy blue 
uniforms and black shoes and school ties, and every 
day at morning “assembly,” all the students and teach- 
ers gathered in a cold hall to recite the Lord’s Prayer. 
There were two options for lunch: hot or cold. Cold con- 
sisted of apiece of cheese, a hunk of bread, and some 
chutney. Hot, as I recall, did not seem worth eating, and 
I never did. Dessert, or “pudding,” however, was a piece 
of sponge cake bathed in hot yellow custard, and was 
always welcome because it was warm. Everything else 
about Woodroffe, including the thin school uniforms, 
the cold stone hallways, and under-heated classrooms, 
left me permanently chilled. 

I didn’t do well at Woodroffe, but I did meet a girl 
there: Erica, who became my sweetheart. We stayed in 
touch when my family and I moved away from Dorset, 
and, eventually, we married. As we raised our own 


family, we lived in many far-flung places, but Dorset 
remained a cherished place, and in the mid 1990s, 
when Erica’s mother settled in Bridport, our return 
visits became more frequent. 

In the old days, Bridport, a former rope-making and 
brewery town five miles east of Lyme, seemed scruffy 
and unappealing. Twenty years on, however, it had 
evolved into a place of raffish charm, with a lively arts 
scene and a popular street market adding luster to 
its lovely Georgian architecture. Bisected by sparkling 
streams and bounded by green hills, the town is linked 
to the ocean by water meadows that extend to the little 
port of West Bay and its golden cliffs, where ravens 
and rooks and seagulls make their nests. 

So in 2001 we moved to Bridport with our three 
children, then aged eight, 10, and 12. Our plan was to 
live there for a year to help smooth out their Spanglish 
after a decade in Cuba and Spain. We ended up staying 
on, and live today in a big old Georgian house on the 
high street, just as damp and chilly as Woodroffe ever 
was, but with plentiful fireplaces. 

AMAZINGLY, OUR PART OF DORSET— OR "DAHRSET,” 

as it is pronounced by true locals — still looks much 
the way it did 40 years ago. One of the reasons for 
this is that there is still no highway linking the west of 
the county to the outside world, which means that, 
except for a couple of short stretches of “dual carriage- 
way,” the roads are as small and winding as ever, 
and it therefore takes patience and expertise to get 
from one place to another. 

Environmental preservation was given another 
boost in 2001, when a 90-mile stretch of coastline — 
from Orcombe Point in Devon to Old Harry Rocks 
in Dorset — was declared by unesco to be a World 
Heritage site and catchily renamed the Jurassic Coast. 
The British conservancy, the National Trust, has 
also bought up a great deal of coastal land to prevent 
sprawl from towns and villages from blighting the 
landscape, and new housing and road projects contin- 
ue to be fiercely fought over in town hall meetings. 

There are some eyesores, in the form of a smatter- 
ing of trailer parks often set, incongruously, in the 
most scenic seaside spots. These are leftovers from 
the postwar years, when such places provided an 
inexpensive holiday for working-class Brits and, in a 
way, have become as integral a part of the British 
seaside experience as bad weather and buckets and 
spades. No one ever criticizes them, because that would 
be snobbish, and in West Dorset, there is little worse 
than being labeled a “posho” by the locals. 

(Continued on page 146) 
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Aman's latest 
Caribbean property 
brings a new kind 
of luxury to the 
pristine, jungle- 
shrouded northern 
shores of the 
Dominican Republic. 
Amelia Lester 
checks in and finds 
out whyAmanera 
is the season's 
hottest hotel debut. 
Photographs by 
Floto+ Warner 
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On the first night of my recent 

stay at Amanera, the new Aman resort 
in the Dominican Republic, a crab scut- 
tled across the floor of a walk-in closet 
the size of an extravagant Brooklyn 
bedroom. Like everything in this fertile 
part of the world — the ferns, the fruits, 
the cigars — he was big. Bowling-ball 
big. And he was also a reminder that at 
a resort on 2,000 acres of dense jungle, 
by a coastline that looks like it hasn’t 
changed since Christopher Columbus 
declared it the most beautiful in the 
world, there will be wildlife, and lots of 
it. (The very large crab was swiftly 
removed, amid shrieks and with good 
humor, by the staff.) 

Aman’s arrival signals that the 
Dominican Republic — a destination 


better known for its popular all- 
inclusives — is ready for a higher level 
of luxury. Unlike resort-studded 
Punta Cana, in the easternmost prov- 
ince of the country, the area around 
Amanera, on the northern shoreline, 
is more subdued. In 2007, a developer 
partnered with Aman to build on a plot 
of dense jungle near the town of Rfo 
San Juan. The location came with its 
own set of challenges: while Amanyara, 
its Turks and Caicos sister hotel, of- 
fers a postcard-perfect beach experi- 
ence, the water here can sometimes be 
too rough for swimming, so the focus 
is on the property’s jungle slopes and 
activities like surfing and kayaking. 

The resort was designed by archi- 
tect John Heah to be integrated into 


the environment, so it sometimes ap- 
pears invisible. A main building, the 
Casa Grande, houses the lobby, restau- 
rant, and infinity pool facing the 
beach, and is all glass and concrete and 
Indonesian teak. Twenty- four casitas 
(and one two-bedroom casa) sit in an 
amphitheater formation facing the 
ocean. Amanera lies at one end of 
Playa Grande, a mile-long, crescent- 
shaped beach that has a rare, wild beau- 
ty. At the other end is Aman’s closest 
neighbor: the equally chic Playa Grande 
Beach Club, a boutique hotel with col- 
orful interiors by Celerie Kemble and 
a clientele that also values seclusion. 

Amanera is luxuriously laid-back, 
but it isn’t lacking in things to do. 
There’s no official list of activities — 




just a deeply knowledgeable and 
obliging team, ready with suggestions 
and gently scented towels, willing to 
withhold judgment when you sleep 
through a Pilates session and wake up, 
instead, to the trill of gray kingbirds at 
n a.m. It is possible for the casita to 
become a fort of sorts — one day, I had 
a sprawling breakfast with fresh pine- 
apple juice by the private pool, fol- 
lowed by an in-room massage. No one 
need know; the spacious, minimalist 
casitas, with glass walls that allow you 
to observe the ocean’s moods, are ut- 
terly secluded. 

Venturing out, however, is the only 
way to fully appreciate the natural 
setting. The beach is straight out 
of Robinson Crusoe, with soft golden 


sand fringed by bowing palms. There’s 
an open-air dining area for eating lob- 
ster rolls while kids splash in the pool. 
And, for the first time ever at an Aman 
resort, there’s an 18-hole golf course. 

There’s also much to do in the sur- 
rounding hills. Antonio Alvarado, a 
full-time guide at the resort who in a 
former life was a martial-arts cham- 
pion, leads nature walks and moun- 
tain bike trips with a sprightly, inquis- 
itive demeanor. He explains medicinal 
uses for plants, plucks swollen passion 
fruit off the vine, and breaks open co- 
conuts on sharp branches to share the 
intensely flavored meat within. One 
afternoon, reaching the crest of an 
undulating path, my companion and I 
ran into a wild horse, which Alvarado 


gently shooed away. (For a moment, it 
felt like a music video from the eight- 
ies.) After an hour or so of gentle exer- 
tion, we arrived at an overlook with a 
panoramic view across the hills and 
ocean, as well as two Amanera staff 
members waiting with chilled 
Viognier and sandwiches made with 
prosciutto and burrata. 

Most meals at the resort are in this 
generally European mode. The chef 
is Italian, the sous-chef Mexican, and 
the pastry chef Spanish — though you 
wouldn’t necessarily pick up on the 
staff’s diversity from the menu. Steak 
tartare, risotto, and snapper enpapil- 
lote are kitchen mainstays. Although 
there are glimpses of excitement, 

(Continued on page 148) 
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So much of Ukraine's past is marked by the scars 

of war and loss, yet its capital has 

persevered despite 

such ad> ersitv And now, 

even as new tensions take hold in the former Soviet region, 

kie> remains a cosmopolitan city 

with a strong culture, a striving populace, and 

an indelible 
spirit of li ope. 


by Gary Shteyngart photographs by Ambroise Tezeoas 
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the mind rOCllll^. 

Perhaps no other city except Havana is as torn be- 
tween its past and its future, with the present but an 
afterthought. If in Havana you drown your despair 
in sunlight and song, in Kiev you squeeze it down 
into a shot glass of vodka, or horilka, as it is known 
here, and then you talk about the Russian troops 
massing on the border, and about the flamboyant 
corruption of the local politicians, and then, despite 
it all, you find yourself laughing into the night. 

A graceful city stashed amid the full catalogue of 
20th- and 21st-century horror, Kiev has pockets of 
cool and hip, and entire valleys of grief and insanity. 
Yes, Chernobyl is just a two-hour drive north. Yes, 
Russian-backed forces (and actual Russians) are cur- 
rently occupying parts of the country’s east and the 
Crimean peninsula. Yes, one of the city’s best new 
attractions is the over- the -top suburban palace of 
the deposed ex- president of Ukraine, complete with 
an ostrich farm and a Tibetan-mastiff breeding cen- 
ter. Yes, Babi Yar, the ravine in which up to 150,000 
Jews and other inhabitants of the city were shot to 


death in World War II, is to be found here, and yes, 
there is also a memorial commemorating the mil- 
lions of Ukrainians who were starved to death dur- 
ing Stalin’s bloody rule. And, yes, yes, yes, despite all 
of that, and perhaps because of it, you should still go. 
Now. Because the true measure of a city isn’t what 
scoundrels do to it, but how the locals survive their 
plight. Kiev muddles through with verve and spunk 
and something not unlike joy. Its coat of arms could 
well be a pair of shoulders shrugging. 

Being driven into Kiev, I can tell something is 
different from my usual jaunts to the former Soviet 
Union. My cabbie isn’t complaining about Tajiks be- 
ing lazy, Chechens violent, Jews arrogant, or 
Georgian youths partying too loudly in this build- 
ing’s courtyard — the usual racist babble. Although, 
according to the talk show on the taxi’s radio, there is 
a lot to complain about. The hryvnia, the local cur- 
rency, is down 60 percent for the year and inflation 
is up by 50 percent, the result of the nightmarish 
Moscow-directed civil war in Donetsk and Luhansk 
to the east, a conflict that has hit a stalemate by the 
time of my visit. And, more impressive, almost every 
single billboard running into the city has been com- 
mandeered for the upcoming local elections. It 
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would appear that half of Kiev’s population is run- 
ning for mayor. There’s the Party of Simple Folks; 
the Dill Party, which promises “concrete results”; a 
cartoon rhinoceros who promises “reform”; and the 
party of the current president, Poroshenko, promis- 
ing nothing less than “peace.” If I could vote, I’d 
probably cast it for the “free Wi-Fi” party. 

Throughout my stay I will be told how many of 
the candidates are in the pockets of corrupt oligarchs 
(i et tu, Dill Party?), but the cacophony of democracy is 
still impressive, louder and more urgent than any- 
thing you will find in the European Union, to which 
Ukraine desperately aspires to belong. After being in 
Kiev for 40 minutes, I feel oddly safe and free. 

That night, I have dinner with Masha Gessen, 

the popular Moscow-born writer and commentator 
who is visiting Kiev for a conference. “Ukrainians 
actually like their food,” Gessen says. She’s suggested 
Lyubimy Dyadya, or Favorite Uncle, which just 
might offer the best meal to be had in Kiev these 
days. The place is bizarrely uncluttered despite the 
presence of Buddhas, motor scooters, electric fire- 
places, and the stylish Westernized couples who love 


them. The menu can be coy — there’s an “almost- 
Thai salad” — but the cuisine hits the mark with a 
kind of Egyptian-Israeli-Iraqi-Ukrainian -Jewish 
bent that might spell disaster anywhere but this 
place. Here the traditional Jewish appetizer of forsh- 
mak, a salty, heavenly mix of chopped herring and 
onion, presented with egg and “young cucumber,” 
sits next to salo, the Ukrainian version of lard, 
served with smoky mustard and marinated onion. A 
quick word on salo : cruder but more assertive than, 
say, a timid dash of Italian lardo di colonnata, salo is 
indeed the spirit of a nation, the means by which a 
Ukrainian peasant communes with her pig. It is also 
bacon’s cooler Eastern European cousin; you can’t 
chase shots of ho rilka with bacon, can you? 

Talk naturally falls to the topic du jour — which 
country will Putin invade next? Gessen’s take: “He 
lost in Ukraine and is losing in Syria, so Estonia’s 
next.” Having put that issue to rest, we order dessert. 
Nostalgia triumphs and we go for the Kiev torte, a 
dry Soviet creation that has haunted me throughout 
many family occasions. Originally invented by 
Kiev’s Karl Marx Confectionery Factory in the 1950s, 
the torte is a sad testament to how the combination 
of hazelnuts, meringue, chocolate, and sweet 


ABOVE: Sunday 
mass at the 
Refectory 
Church, which 
is part of 
Kiev's historic 
Monastery 
of the Caves. 
OPPOSITE: The 
scene at a 
new bar called 
Budu Pozhe. 



A view of the 
ghost town 
Pripyat, in the 
Chernobyl 
Exclusion 
Zone, from the 
abandoned 
Polissya Hotel. 





buttercream can actually be used in the service of 
evil. At Favorite Uncle, however, it’s a masterpiece: 
light and lovely, and easy on all the ingredients, most 
of all the cardboard meringue that can make finish- 
ing one the equivalent of some mad diabetic half- 
marathon. “Kiev has always been abetter eating city 
than Moscow,” Gessen says, and although these are 
politically charged words, I agree completely. 

The next day, following Gessen's advice, 

I get a bottle of nalivka, a thick-bodied western 
Ukrainian liqueur. My favorite flavor is honey, sweet 
enough to wash away any brand of local despair save 
for the heartache of first love. Armed with a handy 
bottle of forgetting, I’m ready to tackle the city. 

The wide Khreshchatyk Boulevard is the spinal 
column of Kiev, an outrageous Neoclassical wonder- 
land filled with midrange labels like Zara and Mango 
sprouting beneath gigantic Stalin- era arches and 
courtyards. Its emotional heart lies on the Maidan 
Nezalezhnosti (Independence Square), home to the 
major protests against the 21st-century oligarchs 
trying to run Ukraine into the ground, including the 
deadly Euromaidan uprisings of 2013 and 2014 that 
saw the ouster of the hilariously corrupt, pro-Russian 
president Viktor Yanukovych. The square, hemmed 
in on all sides by monumental Stalinist buildings, 
as thick and puffed-up as the Generalissimo’s whis- 
kers, is actually situated above two cavernous 
underground malls. The Euromaidan — so named 
because of Ukraine’s desire to float out of Russia’s 
orbit and into Europe’s — may have been the first 
revolution staged above a Tommy Hilfiger. Today, the 
Maidan is a place of both celebration and sorrow, 
with giant billboards touting glory to Ukraine, and 
memorials to the “Heavenly Hundred” who died dur- 
ing street clashes with Yanukovych’s armed minions. 
The mood is somber, babushkas crying over photos 
of fallen computer programmers, economists, and 
welders, while easels show the ragtag forces battling 
the Russian-backed insurgents in the east. That 
honey liqueur is coming in handy already. 

But now it’s time to move on to the hard stuff. I 
meet up with my friend Yulia McGuffie (a Kiev native; 
she married a Scotsman) and we decide to do some- 
thing very Kiev, just stroll around eating salo and 
doing a shot or three. McGuffie turned 40 a few weeks 
ago, and celebrated with an epic bacchanal. She used 
to be the editor of a prominent online news magazine 
whose owner turned up on an Interpol list after 
Euromaidan. Now she cohosts an Internet radio 
show and tends bar at Alchemist, one of the best in 
town. We walk up the busy Khreshchatyk, passing 
grandmothers selling rolls of toilet paper with Putin’s 
likeness captioned by the nickname his opponents 
use for him (it references the male genitalia) to the 
Besarabasky market, an Art Nouveau hangar brim- 
ming with flowers, fruit, and endless cries 

O FOR A PHOTO ESSAY OF AMBROISE TEZENAS’S VISIT TO 
CHERNOBYL, GO TO TAN DL. ME/UK RAIN EPICS, 



FROM LEFT: 
Inside St. 

Sophia’s 
Cathedral; the 
Rodina Mat, 
or Motherland 
Monument, 
which stands 
over 200 feet 
tall and was 
erected by 
the Soviets. 


of “Caviar!” — mostly of the contraband variety. 

We stroll past the Peizazhna Aleia and take note of 
the fact that half the hatchbacks in the city have been 
repurposed to sell espresso. We also note a vehicle 
shaped like a snail. 

As counterintuitive as it sounds, Kiev at times 
reminds me of Portland, Oregon. There’s just a 
whiff of the unconsciously strange here; yes, snails 
dispensing caffeine, but also shops with names 
like Bowties Are Cool and brass bands playing 
Madonna’s “La Isla Bonita.” The corrupt police force 
has recently been reformed and now all the young, 
cute cops in the city center seem to be driving 


Priuses. “It’s trendy to take selfies with them,” 
McGuffie says. “It’s the new Ukraine.” 

There’s nothing hip about the Andriyivskyy 
Descent, the city’s most touristy street, winding 
down from St. Andrew’s Church to the Podil neigh- 
borhood, but lovers of borscht, the beet soup at the 
heart of Ukrainian cuisine, must stop at Kanapa. 
We order 50 grams of horilka to get warm, and 
another 50 grams to keep warm. The borscht is of 
the highest order, incredibly sweet, studded with 
little chunks of fried pig’s ears, prunes, and smoked 
pear. It is served with a fearsome hunk of garlic 
challah — pig’s ears aside, the line between 



Ukrainian and Jewish cuisine can at times feel imag- 
inary. Back in the upper portion of the city, we stop 
by St. Sophia’s Cathedral, the most beautiful church 
in Kiev. Built during the 11th century and named 
after Constantinople’s Hagia Sophia, the cathedral 
feels like a more humane version of its storied 
parent. At 4 p.m. on a cold autumn day, its mosaics 
and frescoes glow warm and transcendent, needing 
shelter in a stormy part of the world. 

As the sun sets, we drink in earnest. Yes, there’s 
a financial crisis on, but you wouldn’t know it by 
the profusion of up-to-the-minute bars in the city. 
The style is the kind of speakeasy chic pioneered by 


the late New York cocktail revolutionary Sasha 
Petraske — think meticulously made drinks and 
leather aprons. Most of the bars are a brick’s throw 
away from the Khreshchatyk: Alchemist is where 
bartenders sporting topknots lovingly concoct ne- 
gronis. Nearby is Budu Pozhe, whose founder, Dima 
Gavrysh, spent years in New York and Portland. 
“When I saw what was happening on the Maidan, I 
had to move back,” he tells me, thrusting into my 
hands an elderberry- and- gin drink that has yet to be 
named. There are many men and women in interest- 
ing sweaters around me. Gavrysh is careful about 
curating his clientele. He doesn’t want corrupt older 
biznesmen and women with footwear that suggest 
the possibility of amorous relations with such men. 
Indeed, the absence of these high-heeled, eight-foot- 
tall creatures makes Budu Pozhe feel like the antith- 
esis of a post-Soviet night out. 

In the morning, I take a trip chemobyi 

with a motley collection of disaster enthusiasts. We 
are helpfully told not to eat the dirt in the 30 -mile 
so-called Exclusion Zone, and that while there are no 
bathrooms, we can “use bushes, trees, or abandoned 
buildings to pee.” As we leave Kiev we see the other 
Ukraine, the one with a rusted fishing trawler in the 
middle of a sandy field, and young beauties by the 
side of the road, their calves glistening in the sun, 
waiting for the bus or something more lucrative. 

Several days before the trip, Svetlana Alexievich, 
the Belarusian writer, won the Nobel Prize for litera- 
ture in part because of her masterful accounting of 
the nuclear disaster, Voices from Chernobyl. “The 
Zone pulls you in,” a hunter relates to her. “You miss 
it, I tell you. Once you’ve been there, you’ll miss it.” 

And he’s right. The Exclusion Zone, which in- 
cludes both the village of Chernobyl and the town of 
Pripyat, is one of the most fascinating places I’ve 
ever visited. Surrounded by carpets of pine, filled 
with vibrant fauna — no, you will never encounter 
that fabled three-headed fox, because it doesn’t exist, 
but you will see Japanese tour groups playing with 
stray puppies — Chernobyl dares to pose the most 
irreverent question: Will the world be abetter place 
once human beings leave it alone? The Zone’s plenti- 
ful boars, moose, and wild horses seem to think so. 

In a sense, the Zone is a monument to the 
failures of the Soviet Union. One of the attractions 
is the enormous “Russian Woodpecker” radar struc- 
ture, designed to spot missile launches from North 
America moments after they would take place, 
and reportedly costing more than the Chernobyl 
power station itself. In typical Soviet fashion, it 
never really worked. You can actually climb the first 
two stories and marvel at the podlike signal 

(Continued on page 144) 
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NORMANDY, FRANCE 

(The Stuff of Fairy Tales p. 39) 


pick-your-own vegetable garden, domaine 
dobLon.com; suites from $382. 


La Fleur de Sel Chef Vincent Guyon's chic 
Honfleur restaurant mixes seasonal local 
ingredients with a dash of the exotic. LofLeurde 
sel-honfleur.com; prix fixe from $33. 

La Poissonnerie Pillet-Saiter A traditional 
shop run by sixth-generation fishermen in 
Trouville's famous market. A trip to Normandy 
is not complete without experiencing the soupe 
de poisson. poissonnerie-piLLetsoiter.fr. 

La Terrasse des Ammonites Watch the sun 
go down with smaLl plates and a gLass of 
something chiLLed at this seafront restaurant 
and bar. Rue des Lois de Men BenerviLLe; 
33-2-31-88-40-33; smoLL pLotes $10-$18. 

Les P’tits Sucres This year-old saLon de the 
has quickly acquired a reputation for its 
spectacular saLted-butter-carameL crepes. 

38 Rue des Bains, TrouviLLe; 33-2-31-89-06-30. 
Villa Gypsy The mother-and-daughter 
team behind this airy Little coffee shop in 
downtown Trouville serves delicious pastries 
and superb fLat whites. viLLogypsy.fr. 

Yvonne Choose from more than a dozen fLavors 
of eclair, Like pistachio, specuLoos, and lemon. 
DeouviLLe; yvonne-potisserie.com. 


OAXACA, MEXICO 

(Much More Than Mole p. 52) 


HOTEL 

Le Domaine d’Ablon This countryside 
property comprises two luxurious suites and 
a seLf-contained cottage; service is impressively 
intimate, from diaL-up appLe tarts to a 


WHERE TO EAT 

Charlo A butcher shop and rotisserie serving 
Angus steaks and tasty spit-roasted free-range 
chicken. 29 Rue Breney, DeouviLLe; 33-2-31-88- 
36-96; entrees $ll-$33. 


HOTELS 

Casa Oaxaca Relax in a hammock on the 
open-air terrace of this coLoniaL guesthouse. 
en.casoooxoco.com.mx; doubLes from $136. 
Quinta Real Oaxaca A 16th-century convent 
with beautifuL courtyards in the heart of Oaxaca. 
quintoreoL.com; doubLes from $144. 


ARKABA, AUSTRALIA 

(The Good Earth p.114) 



RESTAURANTS 

Casa Oaxaca el Restaurante The kitchen that 
Launched the town’s cuLinary reinvention, coso 
ooxocoeLrestouronte.com; entrees $11-$19. 

Itanom Flor del Mafz A Laid-back stop for 
traditional street foods (Left). SampLe a selection 
of teteLos, memeLitas, and tostadas that are 
great for sharing. 513 BeLisario Dominguez Avdo.; 
521-951-513-9233; oLL dishes under $3. 

Las Quince Letras A homey outpost best 
known for its wide selection of authentic moles. 
LosquinceLetros.mx; entrees $7-$ll. 

Origen Oaxacan fLavors meet contemporary 
techniques. Save room for bunueLos— sweet 
fritters stuffed with moLten, chiLe-spiked choco- 
Late. origenooxoco.com; entrees $10-$20. 
Pitiona Head here for a high-concept take on 
dishes Like beef tongue and chicken in mole. 
pitiono.com; entrees $10-$16. 


GETTING THERE 

From AdeLaide, rent a car for the five-hour drive 
to Arkaba through the CLare Valley wine region. 
Or, Port Augusta is a 75-minute drive from 
the property and has weekday flights from 
AdeLaide. Charter fLights and private drivers can 
aLso be arranged through Arkaba. 

BUSHWALKING 

Arkaba offers a one-night stay at the historic 
Homestead (above) and a three-day trek 
through Australia's southern outback with stays 
at Luxury camps aLong the way. Meals are 
served family-style and accompanied by wines 
from the region. The waLk is about 27 gorgeous, 
easy-to-moderate miLes (about 10 per day) with 
guests' Luggage ferried by jeep. orkobowoLk. 
com; from $1,568 per person. 
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DORSET, ENGLAND 

(Of Hearth and Home p. 122) 

HOTELS & COTTAGES 
Anchor Inn A cozy restaurant and an impres- 
sive Location steps from the shore make this 
pub one of the area's most popuLar pLaces 
to stay. Seotown; theanchorinnseotown.co.uk; 
doubles from $150. 

Bull Hotel This inn, in the center of Bridport, 
has a rich history. In the backyard, the excellent 
StabLe restaurant serves pizza and LocaLLy 
produced cider. thebuLLhotel.co.uk; doubles 
from $130. 

Moonfleet Manor Highlights of this famiLy- 
friendLy hoteL on a 17th-century estate incLude 
tennis, coastaL views, and a drawing room filled 
with taxidermied animaLs. Weymouth; moon 
fleetmonorhotel.co.uk; doubles from $175. 
Seaside Boarding House Dramatic cliff views 
are accompanied by vintage-inspired decor and 
a first-rate restaurant at this new eight-room 
boutique property. Burton Brodstock; theseoside 
boordinghouse.com; doubles from $265. 

RESTAURANTS 

Hive Beach Cafe The seafood here is served 
beachside beLow the distinctive goLden cliffs of 
Burton Bradstock. hivebeochcofe.co.uk; entrees 
$13-$37. 

Hix Academy Weymouth A cooking-school- 
cum-restaurant where cuLinary hopefuls 
are given a chance to foLLow in Hix’s footsteps. 
Dishes might incLude chicken with butternut- 
squash curry and Peruvian Gold chocoLate 
mousse, hixocodemy.co.uk; entrees $15-$22. 

Hix Oyster & Fish House Dorset native Mark 
Hix, known for his stabLe of London restaurants, 


launched this upscale pLace overlooking the 
Cobb in Lyme Regis in 2008. hixoysterondfish 
house.co.uk; entrees $20-$60. 

Leaker’s Bakery Don’t miss the freshLy made 
scones, croissants, and fLapjacks. Arrive early— 
a Line tends to form before the shop opens, at 
7 a.m. Bridport; leokersbokery.co.uk. 

Masons Arms This beLoved inn in the coastaL 
vilLage of Branscombe (below), just across the 
Devon/Dorset border, has gradually earned a 
reputation for exceLLent pub food, mosonsorms. 
co.uk; entrees $16-$25. 

River Cottage Chef Hugh FearnLey- 
WhittingstaLL’s River Cottage TV series is cred- 
ited with setting the Dorset food movement in 
motion. Guests can now visit his farm in Devon 
to feast on and forage for LocaL fare. Axminster; 
rivercottoge.net; entrees $16-$26. 

Watch House Cafe From the owners of the 
Hive, this West Bay eatery specializes in an 
upscale version of fish-and-chips made with 
tempura hake. Bridport; wotchhousecofe.co.uk; 
entrees $15-$24. 

SHOPS 

Bridport Old Books This encyclopedic shop is 
known for its Literary-themed window dispLays, 
such as one featuring T. E. Lawrence (a.k.a. 
Lawrence of Arabia). 11 South St., Bridport; 
44-1308-425-689. 

Doghouse Music A quirky pet suppLy/music 
store hybrid where you can pick up a sweater for 
your dog whiLe adding to your vinyl collection. 
Bridport; doghousemusicuk.com. 

Wild & Homeless Books You'll find two 
fLoors of books, many of which are first editions 
or out of print, at this much-Loved secondhand 
store. Bridport; wildondhomelessbooks.co.uk. 
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KIEV, 

UKRAINE 

(Spirit of Hope p. 134) 


HOTEL 

Eleven Mirrors Design Hotel Situated in the 
heart of Kiev, this independent, 49-room hotel is 
steeped in contemporary design, llmirrors- 
hotel.com; doubles from $249. 


RESTAURANTS & BARS 

Alchemist A trendy haunt where bartenders 
wear Leather aprons whiLe Live music pLays. 

12 Shoto Rustaveli VuL; 380-96-008-7070. 

Budu Pozhe After a stint as a contributor for 
the New York Times, Kiev native Dima Gavrysh 
returned home to participate in the thriving 
nightLife scene (above) in the city center. 

6/2 Krutyi Uzviz; 380-67-508-9156. 

Favorite Uncle The eclectic menu is perfectly 
echoed by the hodgepodge of international 
coLLectibles throughout the space. 20 Ponkivsko 
VuL; entrees $2-$ll. 

Kanapa Restaurateur Dima Borisov is tapping 
into Long-standing Ukrainian cuLinary tradition 
with dishes Like borscht with fried pig’s ears. 
borisov.com. uo; entrees $4-$18. 

La Cantina Watch your meat and seafood 
sizzLe on a hot stone before pairing it with one 
of the many European wines at the bar. 
lo-contino.com.uo; entrees $3-$8. 

Parovoz Named for the Ukrainian word for 
locomotive, this “speakeasy" is located down- 
stairs from an old Soviet cinema. 19 V. 
Vosylkivsko VuL; 380-67-949-8828. 

SIGHTS 

Besarabsky Market Vibrant fLowers and the 
smelL of smoked meat fill the market as patrons 
sift through produce, cheese, and honey. 

2 Bessarobsko Ploshcho. 

Chernobyl Several operators, including SoLo 
East Travel (tourkiev.com), offer guided tours 
of the site. 

Maidan Nezalezhnosti The city’s main square 
has served as a pLace for poLiticaL rallies 
and protests, including the deadLy Euromaidan 
demonstrations in 2013 and 2014. 

Mezhyhirya The house of former Ukrainian 
president Viktor Yanukovych, on the outskirts of 
Kiev, has been a museum since 2014, after it 
was returned to public ownership. Novi Petrivtsi. 
St. Sophia’s Cathedral The 11th-century 
marveL was buiLt during the reign of the Great 
Prince of Kiev and is a UNESCO WorLd Heritage 
site, sophio.sophiokievsko.org. 


Stories in this issue were produced with 
assistance from Aman and Wild Bush Luxury. 
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(Kiev, continued from page 141) 

receivers that never got a chance to 
predict a nuclear attack, much less 
the disaster that unfolded only a few 
miles away. 

The blown reactor itself stands be- 
neath a temporary Soviet sarcopha- 
gus; a new European-made one is be- 
ing prepared to roll over the old one 
using a complex set of railroad tracks. 
“Time for some radiation exposure!” 
our feisty local guide says as our bus 
pulls up. Right in front of the reactor, 
my dosimeter is showing traces of 
radiation about 16 times the recom- 
mended dosage — at one of the hot 
spots near an abandoned kindergar- 
ten I clocked in at 48 times normal — 
but this is still considered safe for lim- 
ited amounts of time. 

And there it is: a gray wreck of ce- 
ment with that iconic red- and- white 
ventilation stack. It’s hard to know 
what to feel when confronted with a 
wretched piece of machinery that 
nearly took out half of Europe. Bored- 
looking cops smoke to the side. 

But the most interesting part of the 
trip is the abandoned town of Pripyat, 
once home to 50,000 citizens and to- 
day a time capsule of Soviet life and 
Soviet death. One lane of Lenin Street, 
the main thoroughfare, has been taken 
over by jungle -like foliage, and the 
sign dominating the ruins of the main 
square reads let the atom be a 
worker, not a soldier, a Soviet slo- 
gan supporting peaceful use of nuclear 
energy. Think of Pripyat as a far- 
better-preserved Pompeii. You look for 
the little details of past habitation, of 
lives uprooted and torn. A supermar- 
ket with dedicated aisles for beer and 
fruit juices testifies to how privileged 
“nuclear cities” like Pripyat used to be 
compared with ordinary Soviet burgs 
where you stood in line for hours for 
some inedible sausage. There’s a mas- 
sive swimming pool that left me 
speechless. Until 1996, the so-called 


Liquidators, the brave workers who 
cleaned up Chernobyl and prevented a 
much larger catastrophe from unfold- 
ing, took swimming breaks here after 
their grueling and dangerous rounds 
at the reactor. But nothing is sadder 
than School Number Three, its cafete- 
ria littered with children’s gas masks. 
They were supposed to be used in case 
of nuclear attack by the United States, 
but when the reactor next door explod- 
ed, the children were not instructed to 
use them, with devastating conse- 
quences. The authorities didn’t want 
to cause a panic. 

When you leave, you go through 
two full-body radiation scans at the 
30-kilometer and 10-kilometer check- 
points. The results are either “clean” 
or “dirty.” I test clean, but a part of me 
knows the hunter is right. I will miss 
this place, with its chirping birds and 
gurgling brooks carved out of a land- 
scape of death. Chernobyl is proof 
of how beautiful nature can be when 
it reclaims our mistakes. 

Mezhyhirya, the estate ofthe 

deposed president Viktor Yanukovych, 
tells the story of what happened next. 
Located less than an hour outside Kiev, 
it occupies 350 acres on the banks of 
the Kiev Reservoir. In all its gaudiness 
and megalomania, one may think of 
it as a contemporary Versailles. I am 
fortunate to be the guest of Denis 
Tarahkotelyk, a burly former philoso- 
pher and businessman who is now the 
“People’s Commandant” of Mezhyhirya. 
Once Yanukovych fled for Russia, it 
was Tarahkotelyk and others who con- 
vinced more-radical members of the 
Euromaidan movement to save it as, 
in his words, “a monument to corrup- 
tion.” Today the estate, filled with os- 
trich and goat farms and greenhouses, 
is actually run as a business and a mu- 
seum. “The antelopes are having so 
many kids, we’re building extra sheds 
for them!” Tarahkotelyk tells me as we 
tool around in his Volvo station wagon, 
listening to Robin Thicke’s “Blurred 
Lines.” When I ask him to which 
branch of the government the estate 
now belongs, Tarahkotelyk simply 
says: “It belongs to the people.” 

The main house feels like Carmela 
Soprano’s hot, fevered dream. 
Canaries sing from their gilded cages. 


Lalique glass tables worth $150,000 
dot the parlors and antechambers. 
There are tanning booths and a salt 
cave, an oxygen bath and a helipad, not 
to mention the hall of Tibetan and 
English mastiffs and a restaurant in 
the form of a large galleon ship. (To 
give a small measure of respect to the 
deposed leader’s taste, the floors do 
feature some amazing Ukrainian 
woodwork.) But perhaps the most 
symbolic part of the estate is the bowl- 
ing alley, where the porcine leader 
placed a photo of himself in a shaft 
wearing a miner’s outfit — mining is 
one of Ukraine’s most dangerous 
occupations — grinning so that his 
guests could get a nice laugh contrast- 
ing the leader to his subjects. For 
Tarahkotelyk, the true purpose of 
Mezhyhirya is “to give our children a 
vaccination against slavishness.” 

“We've had a good collection 

of tragedies,” Andrey Kurkov, 
Ukraine’s preeminent writer, who is 
best known for his mordant Penguin 
novels, tells me over dinner. “We’ve 
had twenty-four years of crisis.” 

We’re dining at La Cantina, a 
charming Italianish restaurant on 
the equally charming Yaroslaviv Val, 
one of the pleasant Art Nouveau-dot- 
ted streets that lends Kiev a delicate, 
Prague-like air. Since the conflict 
with Russia began, Kurkov’s works 
have been banned in that country 
because of his pro-Ukraine stance 
(he is an ethnic Russian fluent in both 
languages). As we talk, two giant 
pieces of juicy beef sizzle away on hot 
rocks. We flip over our steaks and 
slap on pats of butter and creamy 
Gorgonzola sauce. Kurkov’s books 
are available in dozens of languages, 
and he spends half of his year giving 
readings in places like Beijing and 
Cape Town. But this stretch of leafy 
Kiev is his home, and as we dine, his 
two lovely boys, ages 12 and 16, are in 
his apartment around the corner, 
watching Gunfight at the O.K. Corral 
in English. 

“Ukraine is Russia’s last hope,” he 
says, raising a glass of Montepulciano 
to two countries forever intertwined 
in a part of the world that could use 
fewer tragedies and more of Kiev’s 
laughter and bonhomie. © 
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TRAVEL+ LEISURE AND 
FOOD & WINE INVITE YOU 
TO SEA LIFE DIFFERENTLY 

Travel + Leisure, Food & Wine and 
SeaWorld Parks & Resorts™ in Orlando, 
Florida present Sea Life Differently, 
an exciting video adventure hosted 
by family travel expert Julia Dimon. 
This three-part series highlights the 
ultimate family experiences to be 
had at SeaWorld®, Aquatica® and 
Discovery Cove®. From up close animal 
interactions to thrilling rides, Dimon 
showcases the various ways families 
can build unique, lifelong memories 
at SeaWorld Parks & Resorts™. Visit 
travelandleisure.com now to check 
out the videos. 

Plan your own unforgettable family 
getaway at seaworldgetaways.com 



SeaWorld 

PANELS it 


ONBOARD 

+ events +promotions +offers 



SIGNATURE TRAVEL 
NETWORK CELEBRATES 
ITS "A-LIST" EXPERTS 

Signature Travel Network, the famed 
community of 6,000 travel consultants, 
recognized advisors featured in the 
T+L "A-List" of top travel experts at 
Mandalay Bay Resort in Las Vegas, 
November 5-7. Travelers rely on STN 
for superior service and custom 
experiences worldwide. 

To learn more, visit 

signaturetravelnetwork.com 
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YOUR #EAU MOM ENTS 
AWAIT AT EAU PALM BEACH 
RESORT & SPA 

Create memories at the #1 resort in 
Florida. Enjoy culinary events, oceanfront 
pools and the Forbes Five-Star Eau Spa. 
This Winter, stay 3 or more nights and 
enjoy 15% off the best available rate, 
complimentary valet and $50 credit to 
the new Ocean Breeze Kitchen. 

Book now at eaupalmbeach.com 
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CALLING ALL 

WORLD'S BEST TRAVELERS 

GOTOTLWORLDSBEST.COM 

to rate your favorite hotels, cruise lines, 
airlines, destinations + more through 
February 29, 2016. PLUS ENTER for the chance 
to win one of the world-class prizes below. 

THE GRAND PRIZE 

A 15-DAY GRAND EUROPEAN TOUR 

FOR TWO FROM VIKING CRUISES 

OTHER PRIZES INCLUDE: 

A $10,000 SOUTH AFRICAN DREAM TRIP 

INCLUDING A FIVE-NIGHT HOTEL STAY AT 
LEADING HOTEL MEMBER CAPE GRACE 

A $5,000 DREAM TRIP 

DESIGNED BY A T+L A-LIST AGENT 

HIS + HERS WATCHES 

FROM BAUME & MERCIER 

TWO CASH PRIZES 

$1,500 EACH 

O 

BAUME &M ERCIER 
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THE LEAPING MOTELS 
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VIKING 


CRUISES 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. THE WORLD’S 
BEST AWARDS GIVEAWAY IS OPEN TO LEGAL RESIDENTS OF THE 
50 UNITED STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AGE 18 OR 
OLDER AT TIME OF ENTRY. TO ENTER AND VIEW SWEEPSTAKES 
FACTS AND COMPLETE OFFICIAL RULES, WHICH GOVERN THIS 
GIVEAWAY, VISITWWW.TLWORLDSBEST.COM. GIVEAWAY BEGINS 
AT 12:01 AM EASTERN TIME (“ET”) ON 11/2/15 AND ENDS AT 
11:59 PM (ET) ON 2/29/16. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. 

SPONSOR: TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. 
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(Dorset, continued from page 128) 


What has changed dramatically 
is the food. Thankfully, there is now a 
great deal more on offer than back- 
door scrumpy, tea, and fish-and- 
chips. Over the past decade and a half, 
West Dorset has gradually become 
a destination for healthy, seasonal, 
organically produced food — thanks, 
largely, to chef Hugh Fearnley- 
WhittingstalFs River Cottage televi- 
sion series and spin-off recipe books. 
After several seasons of River Cottage, 
one of which was filmed in a rented 
dairy barn outside Bridport, in 
2006 Fearnley-Whittingstall bought 
his own farm and opened it up to visi- 
tors. The property is set in a pretty 
wooded village called Axminster, just 
up the lane from Lyme Regis. There, 
well-heeled Londoners come to 
dine on ragout of squirrel and drink 
mulled apple, whisky, and lime cock- 
tails, while learning how to forage 
for mushrooms and butcher pigs. 



paved the way for an influx of culinary 
and lifestyle entrepreneurs — one 
which shows no sign of abating. Hot 
on Fearnley-Whittingstall’s heels 
came London chef Mark Hix, who 
opened his Lyme Regis restaurant in 
2008. The Hix Oyster & Fish House 
is perched on the hillside just below 
the late John Fowles’s home, with a 
view over the Cobb and out to Lyme 
Bay. The menu is one of the area’s 
most high-end, stocked with imagina- 
tive, brine-infused concoctions like 
Burry Bay cockle popcorn and 
scrumpy- fried rock oysters. At the 
opposite end of the spectrum — but 
no less popular — is the Hive Beach 
Cafe, a rustic seafood restaurant with 
a terrace that looks out to sea, just out- 
side the village of Burton Bradstock. 
Almost all the fish and seafood is 
caught locally, and everything is 


wonderfully fresh; characteristic of- 
ferings include West Bay turbot, 
Portland Bill wild sea bass, and Lyme 
Bay monkfish. On the yellow- sand 
beach out front, people picnic and fish 
for sprats and mackerel, and, from 
April to October, a few make it a habit 
to plunge into the clean, cold water 
for a swim after lunch. 

On the cliffs above the beach at 
Burton Bradstock sits the Seaside 
Boarding House, a new boutique hotel 
and restaurant run by Mary-Lou 
Sturridge, former manager of London’s 
storied Groucho Club, with the backing 
of investor and Groucho Club co- 
founder Tony Mackintosh. On a recent 
gray morning, as the sea stormed 
up and down along the beach and sent 
great white plumes of spray and 
mist high into the air, Sturridge and I 
looked out from the cozy warmth of 
the hotel bar. “A storm is perfect, isn’t 
it?” she said. “It’s gorgeous when you 
can wake up and see the sea and hear 
the stones moving on the sand. And 
that’s what Dorset is really about.” 

Sturridge wore a satisfied look. 

It took her a lot of time, expense, and 
effort to restore this old Victorian 
mansion overlooking the sea. “Before, 
it was like the Addams Family meets 
the Crossroads Motel,” she said, refer- 
encing a dreary 1970s British televi- 
sion series. “But I wanted it to be, well, 
the Addams Family meets an Edward 
Hopper beach painting. And I think 
we’ve done it.” She smiled. Outside 
the window, a stretch of lawn fur- 
nished with an aquamarine-painted 
swing seat ended at cliff’s edge. 

Inside, the place exuded a sense 
of sanctuary. Next door to the bar, a 
woman sat in the well-curated library, 
quietly reading a book. Upstairs, the 
eight guest rooms all had large win- 
dows, expansive beds, deep bathtubs, 
and views that looked straight out 
to sea or onto the surrounding coun- 
tryside — an undulating expanse 
of green interrupted by the occasional 
thatched cottage. 

“I urge our guests to go have 
fish-and-chips down at the Hive,” 
Sturridge said, pointing down the 
hill, “and over to Mark Hix’s place in 
Lyme for dinner. I don’t expect them 
or want them here for every single 
meal. I want them to get out and ex- 
plore, and then come back.” 


There is plenty for Sturridge's 
guests to see and do. Though Bridport 
and its surrounding villages have 
a total population of about 12,000, its 
creative scene is thriving. The town 
has a great contemporary arts center, 
several fantastic secondhand book- 
stores, an artisans’ quarter, and a 
vintage Art Deco cinema called the 
Electric Palace, which has become 
a regional hub for independent film 
and stand-up comedy. 

Since 1973, the town has organized 
an annual short-story competition, 
which is judged by a panel of some of 
Britain’s top writers, and also hosts 
a literary festival that attracts writers 
like Margaret Drabble, Alexander 
McCall Smith, and Michael Holroyd. 
There’s a film festival, a cider festival, 
a food festival, a kite festival, a nettle- 
eating festival, several music festivals 
held on local farms, the annual Mel- 
plash agricultural show, and, now in 
its seventh year, the Bridport Hat Fes- 
tival — inspired by Roger Snook, pro- 
prietor of the family- owned T. Snook, 
Hatters & Formal Hire on Bridport’s 
West Street, which has been in busi- 
ness since 1896. And the singer-song- 
writer P. J. Harvey — a local girl made 
good, known to everyone in the area as 
Polly — occasionally holds a free 
concert at the Arts Centre to test out 
her latest songs among friends. 

For all of the West Country’s new- 
found popularity, some things never 
really change. While it has become 
fairly common to see out-of-towners 
in Land Rover Defenders and brand- 
new Barbour jackets prowling around, 
fortunately for most locals, who abhor 
the idea that their “Dahrset” could end 
up as a playground for Londoners, it is 
simply too far from the great British 
megalopolis to become colonized by 
sleek weekenders. 

I recently asked Bill, a Royal Navy 
veteran and a Scotsman, but a Dorset 
transplant of 45 years’ standing, if he 
knew of Stewart, the cod fisherman. 
Bill knows everyone. “Scrumpy 
Stewart?” Bill exclaimed. “Sure! He’s 
still alive and kicking.” Bill named a 
tiny village west of Lyme where 
Stewart lives. His days at sea are long 
since over, apparently, but when it 
comes to drinking scrumpy, Bill says, 
no one has yet been able to beat 
Stewart’s record. © 
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(Australia, continued from page 121) 

native grasslands gave rise to its other 
nickname, Patterson’s Curse, named 
after the hapless settler who imported 
seeds in the 1880s to plant an orna- 
mental flower that would leap the gar- 
den fence and run amok. 

We arrived at the national park, 
donned our daypacks, and headed up 
a creek drainage toward Wilpena 
Pound. The path led through a magnif- 
icent riparian forest of river red 
gums, a blue-green-leafed eucalyptus 
that can live up to 1,000 years. The 
trees, some of them seven feet in di- 
ameter, shed their bark to reveal 
trunks that gleam dully like old silver. 

The Pound is a 25,000-acre 
flat-bottomed bowl ringed by moun- 
tains — Wilpena derives from an 
Aboriginal description of a cupped 
hand. Although less well known to 
foreigners than Uluru and the Great 
Barrier Reef, to South Australians 
it is an iconic feature of the Flinders 
Ranges, a series of ancient mountains 
named for explorer Matthew Flinders, 
who circumnavigated Australia in 
1802. After European settlers brought 
sheep to the Pound, the Australian gov- 
ernment completed a 3,500-mile “dog 
fence” in 1885 to exclude dingoes from 
the southeast part of the continent. 
Shepherds killed hundreds of dingoes, 
possums, and kangaroos. Foxes, 
introduced for sport, and feral cats 
decimated the yellow-footed rock 
wallabies, along with other uniquely 
Australian species like bilbies and 
bettongs. In 1899, homesteaders plant- 
ed wheat in the Pound’s near- sterile 
ground, more rock than dirt, but 
drought soon made folly of their ef- 
forts. The launch of Operation Bounce- 
back 23 years ago, a government initia- 
tive to rid the park of pest species, 
has helped the rock wallabies recover. 

We paused for lunch under a huge 
coolibah tree, another native eucalypt, 
and the couple from New Zealand 


sang a few lines of “Waltzing Matilda,” 
a “bush ballad” or folk song that is 
Australia’s unofficial national anthem: 
“Once a jolly swagman camped 
by abillabong / Under the shade of a 
coolibah tree.” In the distance, we 
could see the park’s three commonest 
macropods — the red kangaroo, the 
western gray kangaroo, and the com- 
mon wallaroo or euro — and I was 
reminded of Tanzania’s Ngorongoro 
Crater, an enclosed sanctuary for 
threatened species. 

“There’s water and fresh veg, so 
why would you move?” Bester said, to 
explain the seasonal density of wild- 
life in the Pound. “But in the summer 
they’ll move up to fifty miles per day.” 

That afternoon, Bester was delight- 
ed when we spotted a fresh dingo 
track — evidence that the dog fence 
hadn’t been entirely successful — but 
as we descended onto Arkaba land 
via Bridle Gap, we saw less-welcome 
animals. Thirty or so feral goats 
moved across a ridge. “That’s a prob- 
lem,” Bester said. He explained that 
the goats compete aggressively with 
native grazers for vegetation, and that 
they monopolize springs, effectively 
driving the shy rock wallabies away 
from their only water source. Arkaba 
controls goat populations by rounding 
them up for sale or by aerial culling. 

That night we made camp at 
Black’s Gap, in a cluster of open- sided 
huts facing the hills. The next morn- 
ing, we set out along the Heysen 
Trail, a hiking route named for Hans 
Heysen, a German-born Australian 
painter. His early- 20th- century land- 
scapes based on his travels through 
the Flinders Ranges helped establish a 
national iconography of arid hills 
and gnarled gum trees aflutter with 
roseate cockatoos. It was the exact 
landscape that surrounded us. As we 
made our way down a dry wash, the 
color of the stones underfoot perfectly 
matched the river red gum heartwood 
we burned in the morning’s campfire. 
Bester suddenly held up a hand to 
stop us and pointed to the lapidary 
sparkle of a mulga parrot, so much 
brighter than the Australian ringneck 
parrot we’d seen in camp earlier. 

“Very special,” he said. “That’s 
one of those species people come 
from around the world to see. That 
was awesome.” 


Arkaba’s progressive conservation 
efforts face challenges in this deeply 
conservative part of the country. 

Bester gave us an example when he 
pointed out the nest of a wedge-tailed 
eagle, one of the world’s largest rap- 
tors. They were once shot as vermin, 
but their numbers have rebounded, 
thanks in part to the overabundance of 
nonnative rabbits — one benefit of 
an introduced pest. Today the nest was 
empty, but Bester spotted a pair of 
“wedgies” aloft on thermals overhead, 
their seven-foot wingspans like dark 
lint on the featureless blue. It remind- 
ed him of a conversation he’d over- 
heard in a local pub, where an old 
rancher said he’d just seen two wedge- 
tails feeding on a roadkill kangaroo. 

“He said, Tfl’da had my rifle, 

I woulda shot them both,’ ” Bester re- 
called, shaking his head. “That men- 
tality still exists.” 

At lunch in Madge’s Gully, a narrow 
smooth-rock canyon, Bester pointed 
out a small seep dampening the sand. 
Since Arkaba removed the windmill- 
fed stock troughs, natural springs 
were starting to reemerge after 80 
years of pumping. The kangaroos and 
wallabies would need the water come 
summer. That afternoon, we climbed 
for hours to the crest of the Red Range, 
then descended into camp at the 
base of the Elder Range. Tired from 
the walk and relaxed from the Barossa 
Valley Shiraz, I turned in early and 
awoke before dawn seven hours later. 

On the last morning, we set out to 
the sound of parrots, red-capped rob- 
ins, and yellow- throated mynah birds, 
but the highlight of the day was pro- 
vided, oddly enough, by the ubiquitous 
cypress pines. A faint breeze stirred 
and caused the male trees to release 
their pollen, ejaculating clouds of 
copious fertility. Suddenly an entire 
hillside was going off, and the slanting 
morning light turned pollen into gold 
dust. The sight made us giddy, and 
we gasped “ooh!” and “aah!” like spec- 
tators before fireworks. 

For the rest of the walk back to 
Arkaba Homestead, my mind drifted 
into romantic musings on “untram- 
meled nature” and “eternal natural 
cycles” — that sort of typical outdoorsy 
endorphin high. But the sight of a doz- 
en large rabbit warrens, goat -browsed 
bullock bush, and the “hectic » 
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catastrophe” of invasive weeds along 
Arkaba Creek near the Homestead 
imposed a necessary corrective. 
Arkaba’s concerted and expensive 
conservation efforts prove that the 
beautiful property, though isolated, is 
by no means pristine. Indeed, Arkaba 
called into question the very idea that 
any corner of Australia could be con- 
sidered untouched. A radical theory 
of restoration biology takes the term 
rewilding and argues for restoring 
ecosystems to a state of pre-civiliza- 
tion integrity. But what would that 
even mean in Australia? Of course 
European settlers changed the land- 
scape, but then so did Aborigines, 
who arrived on the continent some 
60,000 years ago. Their hunting may 
have contributed to the extinction of 
numerous species of giant kangaroos 
and other grazing megafauna, and 
they introduced dogs (the ancestors of 
today’s dingoes) and the practice 
of large-scale burning, in part to im- 
prove hunting habitats. Man himself is 
arguably the most pervasive exotic 
species in Australia, and the most 
destructive. The same holds true ev- 
erywhere in the world, a fact that 
invalidates the utopian conservation 
ideal that we can simply stand back 
and let the earth return to some prior, 
Edenic state. Arkaba proves that con- 
servation is not a passive stance — 
letting nature run its course — but 
a permanent land-management activ- 
ity. Arkaba’s conservation requires 
an ongoing, annual investment of 
money and manpower, just as surely 
as the grazing it replaced. 

Bevan drove this point home the 
next day, when he took me to track a 
radio-collared feral cat, part of a study 
of the movements and habits of this 


hugely destructive predator. He’s 
eliminated 173 cats from Arkaba in five 
years, and he wants to know how many 
more remain. Probably a lot. Wildlife 
biologists estimate that Australia’s 
feral cats will each kill about a dozen 
reptiles, birds, small marsupials, and 
mammals a day, for a combined loss 
across the continent of 70 million to 
80 million native animals every day. 

“We’re headed toward a precipice 
at a great rate,” Bevan remarked, as 
he pulled out his radar tracking equip- 
ment. This is the story of the goat 
versus the rock wallaby, he said. The 
cat versus the bilby. 

Bevan was not a pessimist, though. 
No conservationist can afford to be. 
Instead, he focused on the positive 
impact of Arkaba’s other eradication 
efforts. For example, there’s been a 
spike in echidnas since fox popula- 
tions were suppressed by the aerial 
distribution of poisoned bait. 

Bevan tracked the collared cat to a 
hollow river red gum, which he com- 
pared to an “apartment block for life,” 
a habitat utilized by all sorts of native 
species, from birds of prey and com- 
mon brush- tailed possums to witch- 
etty grubs. He explained that the 
trees are remarkably tough and have 
evolved to survive extended drought 
and to recover from deep wounds. He 
focused my attention on the hollow 
where the cat was denned and how the 
tree’s cambium, or growth layer, had 
started to “re -sheath,” or heal over the 
gap. Such a recovery, Bevan mused, 
suggested a degree of resilience that 
an optimist might metaphorically 
apply to Arkaba’s overall mission. 

“When something is that far gone 
and looks shot to hell, it can still come 
back,” he said. “Good conditions con- 
tinuing, it will look grand again.” 0 
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particularly the Mexican breakfast 
options (huevos rancheros, satisfy- 
ingly spicy chicken chilaquiles), 
the fare mostly sticks to the tried- 
and-true. 

The real highlight, though, is the 
chance to interact with the staff. A 
mangrove tour organized by the hotel, 
beginning in nearby Rio San Juan, was 
memorable for the astonishing sight 
of dozens of black buzzard and egret 
nests, as well as the opportunity to 
meet Juan Carlos Garcia, the friendly 
motorboat captain, who offered us 
Presidente beers and revealed a hid- 
den swimming cove. Victor Rojas 
Gomez, a driver who led the excur- 
sion, pointed out sites like the popular 
Playa de la Guardia, a dance club/car 
wash hybrid at the center of the town’s 
social scene, and his house, painted a 
typical marigold yellow, with a dozing 
dog out front. “This is your home 
too now,” he said, and he sounded like 
he meant it. 

Juan Alberto Martinez, known as 
Babunuco, after his legendary restau- 
rant in the mountains, often comes 
by the resort to introduce guests to 
Dominican cigars. “Everyone knows 
Cuban cigars, but ours are just as 
good,” he said, demonstrating the deli- 
cate art of rolling the leaves and fold- 
ing the tip. He insists no cigar session 
is complete without Mama Juana, a 
regional drink made with dried bark, 
rum, honey, and red wine. Recipes 
vary; Babunuco’s, which he ferments 
in a big Johnnie Walker bottle for 
a month, is a secret. It’s best sipped 
by the infinity pool, which deliberately 
has no lights to create better reflec- 
tions, especially when the sound of 
an acoustic guitar drifts from the 
restaurant and skims across the sky, 
dense with stars. You can see why the 
crab was so eager to stay. 0 
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Vermont s All-Inclusive Family Resort 

The Tyler Place Family Resort’s all-inclusive packages 
give you a vacation with your kids and time to 
reconnect as a couple, too. . .right here in the U.S., 
since 1933. Our vacations include all meals, 
sports, activities, award-winning kids’ programs 
from infants to teens, cottages or suites, personal bikes- 
and romance for parents! 

802-868-4000 | www.tylerplace.com 


Travel Essentials 


TRAVEL+LEISURE VERDICT: "A TRAVEL MUST-HAVE" 

Squeeze Me. Anytime. Anywhere. 

Squeeze Pod is the perfect travel toiletry. 

Never worry about leaky toiletry bottles or TSA 
security again. Our single-use NATURAL toiletries 
are LEAK-PROOF, compact, and TSA compliant. 

Ideal for carry-on bags. You’ll love our premium 
natural ingredients! Made in USA. FREE 
CLEAR TOILETRY BAG on orders over $35 
with code TLCTB. Order Today! 
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Best. Wallet. Ever. 

What makes the Rogue Wallet so 
great? It’s the only front pocket 
wallet shaped to actually fit in your 
front pocket. Only !4” thick, it’s slim 
enough to fit comfortably. RFID- 
shielded and made-in-USA models 
available. Starting at $25.00 
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Adventure To Go! 

Sea Eagle® 370 Pro - America’s #1 Inflatable Kayak fits in a trunk, checks as luggage. Includes 2 
Paddles, 2 Deluxe Inflatable Seats, Foot Pump & Bag. Paddle lakes, rivers, bays and ocean surf! 
NOW just $349! Free Ground Shipping to 48 Contiguous US. Dept LT036B 

SeaEagle.com | 800-748-8066 







Arenal Volcano 
Tur tie Hot Springs 
National 
Park^ 



Monteverde 

Cooperative 


caravarwcovri 

Rio Frio Cruise Atlantic 
Ocean 

Coffee Tour 
Poas 
Volcano 

San Jose 


Pacific Ocean Tarcoles River Cruise 

Costa Rica Tour 

• Daystop O Overnight 0 Two Nights 



Come Explore Costa Rica with Caravan 


Costa Rica 

9-Day Tour $1095 + tax, fees 

Volcanoes, Beaches, Rainforests 
All Meals Included! 


Caravan makes it easy and affordable 
for you to explore Costa Rica. 

Your Costa Rica tour includes all meals, 
all hotels, all activities, a great itinerary, 
all airport transfers, all transportation 
and excursions within Costa Rica. 


A professional tour director 
accompanies you for the entire tour. 

See exotic birds and wildlife, hike in 
jungle rainforests, view volcanoes, soak 
in hot springs, cruise biological reserves 
and relax on tropical ocean beaches. 

Trust Caravan's 64 years of 
experience with tours of quality 
and value. Join the smart shoppers 
and experienced travelers who rely on 
Caravan for a wonderful vacation. 


Guided Vacations Since 1952 

Guatemala & Tikal 10 days $1295 
H Costa Rica 9 days $1095 

Panama & Canal Cruise 8 days $1195 
Nova Scotia & P.E. 1 . 10 days $1395 

Canadian Rockies 9 days $1595 
Grand Canyon & Zion 8 days $1395 
California Coast 8 days $1395 

Mount Rushmore 8 days $1295 

New England, Foliage 8 days $1295 
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Alice Waters/ Chef home The culinary pioneer and school-lunch 

advocate visits the Italian capital at least twice a year to bring back healthy ideas for America’s kids. 

On her latest trip, she feasted on fresh pasta with black truffles and took the time to send us 
this postcard, which depicts the site on Janiculum Hill where Galileo demonstrated his telescope. 
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